Meeting urges efforts for food security 

AMMAN (Petra) — A conference on pan-Arab food security and 
investment concluded in Amman Tuesday with a call on Arab 
leaders to unify ranks and combine efforts to meet the economic 
tgricultunt! and industrial needs of the Arab World. In an appeai 
*he partidpanis said agricultural 
production of the Arab World was below the required levels. They 
said Arab countries import S30 billion worth of food supplies from 
foreign countries, wanting that in the future Arabs might not find 
enough suppliers of their food needs. They appealed to all 
concerned Arab authorities to offer support to all agricultural and 
industrial projects to be able to compete with other world 
countries and economic blocs and to meet the needs of Arab 
nation. The paroapants also urged Arab leaders to establish an 
Arab economic bloc to be able to benefit in the best manner of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and to reduce 
its negative impact on Arab countries. 
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Ghali: No new formula for Iraqi oil 

GENEVA (R) — United Nations chief Boutros Ghali said on 
Tuesday that ihere was "no new formula*' to allow Iraq to make a 
one-time oil sale on humanitarian grounds. Dr. Ghali, who met 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz late on Sunday, was 
asked whether Baghdad was any closer 10 accepting Resolution 
986 allowing it to sell K billion worth of oil or if a new formula was 
being considered. "There is no new formula. We are stul 
negotiating with the Iraqis trying 10 find a solution to this 
problem.” he told journalists. Dr. Ghali. speaking to journalists in 
Geneva, said: "As you know this has humanitarian implications. 
The people of Iraq, mainly the children of Iraq, are suffering- 
“One of the objectives of the United Nations is to alleviate this 
suffering.” On Sunday, Dr. Ghali said he was "quite positive” 
after private talks of more than one hour with Mr. .Aziz and 
hopeful that issues between Iraq and the United Nations could be 
solved. 
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Peres says Israel ready, urges 
Assad to move towards peace 

Israeli premier, in speech to U.S. Congress, vows not 
to let peace-making be secondary to internal politics 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres made a heartfelt 
appeal to Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad Tuesday to 
seize the “historic opportun- 
ity'' before them ana make 
peace a reality in the Middle 
East. 

Mr. Peres, speaking to 
U.S. lawmakers at a joint 
session of Congress, used the 
podium offered by the legisl- 
ature to address Mr. Assad 
directly and urge him to help 
ensure that a global peace is 
restored to the Middle East 
before the turn of the cen- 
tury. 

“Without forgetting the 
past, let us not look back," 
Mr. Peres said to Mr. Assad. 

“Let (our) fingertips touch 
a new untested hope. Let 
each party yield to the other, 
each giving consideration to 
the respected needs of the 
other, mutually so, he to us. 
we to him." 

“Without illusion, but with 
resolve, we shall stand ready 


to make demanding deci- 
sions, if you are, if Assad is," 
he said as thunderous ap- 
plause erupted from the 
chamber. 

Israel is prepared to 
“negotiate relentlessly," Mr. 
Peres said, “if Assad is." 

“I believe we face an his- 
toric opportunity, perhaps of 
a galloping nature," he 
added. 

The appeal marked an 
attempt by Mr. Peres to build 
on the openness Mr. Assad 
displayed the previous day 
during a telephone conversa- 
tion with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton at the White House. 

Mr. Clinton said Mr. 
Assad had pledged to “do his 
best" to reach a settlement 
and agreed to meet with 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher later this week to 
discuss new proposals from 
the Israeli side on breaking 
the deadlock. 

Syria gave a cautious wel- 
come to Mr. Peres' vow to 
proceed “full speed ahead" 


to resolve differences with 
Damascus. 

But a senior Syrian official 
gave no indication Damascus 
would relent over its demand 
to see a full withdrawal by 
Israel from the Golan. 

“The words of Peres about 
moving the peace process for- 
ward are welcome but we 
need to see if there is any- 
thing new regarding full with- 
drawal from the Golan," said 
the official. 

“The Israeli premier 
should go into details and not 
limit his statements to gener- 
alities. He should specify that 
peace with Syria could not be 
achieved without a total pull 
back from the Golan 
Heights," he added. 

Hie official said talk about 
any breakthrough in the 
negotiations between Syria 
and Israel could not be made 
before Mr. Christopher's 
tour of the region starting on 
Thursday. 

“It depends on what ideas 
Christopher would bring with 


him and whether these ideas 
are new and could remove 
the obstacles which were 
blocking the negotiations so 
far," he said. 

Talks between Syria and 
Israel broke down in June 
over disagreements on secur- 
ity arrangements that would 
follow an Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. 

Israel wants to operate 
early-warning radar stations 
there, a demand Syria has 
steadfastly refused. 

Israeli state radio said Mr. 
Peres proposed to Mr. Clin- 
ton setting up joint Israeli- 
Syrian working groups that 
would negotiate not only the 
future of the Golan Heights 
but also water-sharing 
arrangements, economic re- 
lations, military issues, Leba- 
non, and broader Middle 
East peace questions. 

State-run Damascus Radio 
said: 

“Hopes have been revived 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan’s offer to host Iraqi opposition 
conference is prompted by obstinacy of 
regime in Baghdad, senior official says 


Source reveals attempt by King to convince Saddam of 
the pressing need to lift sanctions after Kamel’s defection 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s offer 
to host a gathering of Iraqi 
opposition leaders to discuss 
a formula for political change 
in Iraq came after the failure 
of repeated attempts by His 
Majesty King Hussein to con- 
vince Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein to take concrete 
steps towards lifting the crip- 
pling sanctions against Bagh- 
dad, a senior government 
official said Tuesday. 

The last of these attempts 
was a letter from the King to 


President Saddam following 
the Aug. 8 defection to Jor- 
dan of Iraqi military 
weapons' expert and Presi- 
dent Saddam’s son-in-law. 
General Hussein Kamel, to 
which Jordan got a negative 
response, according to the 
official, who requested 
anonymity. 

In the letter, whose con- 
tents have hitherto not been 
revealed, “the King strongly 
advised die Iraqi president to 
take concrete measures to- 
wards meeting the conditions 
of the U.N. Security Council 
and lifting the crippling sano- 


tions." the official said. 

“His Majesty recom- 
mended that Baghdad open a 
new dialogue with the West 
based on Iraqi acceptance of 
U.N. resolutions and (Bagh- 
dad) assuming a role in die 
search for peace and stability 
throughout the Middle 
East," the official told the 
Jordan Times in an interview. 

He said that President Sad- 
dam’s refusal to accept the 
advice, or even to accept 
U.N. Resolution 986, which- 
allows Iraq partial oil sales to 
meet humanitarian needs 
which is seen as the only way 


for an initial alleviating for 
the suffering of Iraqis, and 
the Iraqi leader’s disinclina- 
tion to join the region’s peace 
march prompted King Hus- 
sein to call for political 
change in Iraq. 

According to the official, 
the letter to President Sad- 
dam was delivered by Royal 
Court Chief Marwan Al 
Qasem, who travelled to 
Baghdad shortly after the 
Aug. 8 defection to Jordan of 
Gen. Kamel. 

That trip by Mr. Qasem 
(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians raise flag 
over Israel-free Nablus 


NABLUS (Agencies) — 
Palestinian police raised the 
flag over the former Israeli 
military headquarters in the 
West Bank town of Nablus 
on Tuesday while thousands 
celebrated the end of 28 years 
of occupation. 

People jammed the streets, 
singing and dancing, happy 
that Israel had pulled out on 
Monday night, 48 hours ear- 
lier than expected to lessen 
the chance of confrontations 
with Palestinians. 

The town of 130,000 is the 
biggest of six due to be hand- 
ed over his month under a 
peace deal signed in Septem- 
ber in Washington between 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime 


Minister Yitzhak Rabin who 
was assassinated by a Jew last 
month. 

“I am very happy for the 
liberation of Nablus and be- 
cause what we had agreed 
upon is being implemented 
faithfully," Mr. Arafat told 
reporters in the self-rule area 
of Gaza. 

Thousands cheered as 
Palestinian police raised the 
flag over the former Israeli 
military headquarters accom- 
panied by the Palestinian 
national anthem (see page 2). 

“This is a historic moment 
in our lives. We can’t believe 
the Israelis are actually out of 
our lives," said 23-year-old 
Majed Al Masri. 

Palestinians were happily 
shocked when earlier they 


saw the last of five Israeli 
army jeeps leave military 
headquarters. 

“The Israeli military gov- 
ernor called us and said, they 
wanted to leave Nablus at 
11:00 p.m., but they escaped 
earlier because they were 
afraid there would be blootfy 
dashes with the people," said 
a senior PLO offidal. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), caught by 
surprise, had yet to bring in 
PLO police to take over. City 
fathers improvised, de- 
ploying munidpai police to 
maintain order. 

Hours later hundreds of 
Palestinian policemen ar- 
rived, waving their M16s 

(Continued on page 7) 


Papandreou 
said ‘stable’ 

ATHENS (Agencies) — 
Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou was re- 
ported to be in a “stable" 
condition on Tuesday after 
kidney and respiratory prob- 
lems were compounded by an 
infection and orientation 
trouble. 

A medical bulletin from 
doctors treating the 76-year- 
old statesman said he was 
taken off a respiratory 
machine “after a lowering in 
his temperature" from a fev- 
er which developed Monday. 

However, he was still 
undergoing kidney dialysis to 
purify his blood and also anti- 
biotic treatment to help him 
fight off an infection. 

Checks to determine the 
causes of that infection “are 
good and do not show any 
problem,” the bulletin 
added. 


Juppe vows to pursue reform as 
workers put up show of strength 


Mr. Papandreou was 
admitted to the Onassio car- 
diology centre with pneumo- 
nia more than three weeks 
ago. 

Earlier this month he was 


PARIS (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe, de- 
fying mass street demonstra- 
tions and a 19-day-old public 
transport strike, vowed on 
Tuesday that his disputed re- 
form of France’s indebted 
welfare system would go 
ahead. 

"This reform will come 
into effect, gradually and 
with consultation," Mr. Jup- 
pe told parliament. “There is 
no serious alternative to the 
reform I proposed.” 

The conservative premier, 
replying to a left-wing 
opposition no-confidence 
motion, said the first two 
decrees creating a new tax to 
pay off the social security 
fund’s debts and reforming 
toe organisation of health 
care would take effect in 
January. 


Other decrees reforming 
hospitals, regionalising 
health services and giving 
parliament a say in the 
annual welfare budget would 
come into effect over the 
following four months. 

In an effort to conciliate 
trade unions demanding the 
withdrawal of the plan, Mr. 
Juppe said the role of the 
“social partners" — unions 
and employers — who cur- 
rently manage the social, 
security system would be 
guaranteed in the future. 

He also confirmed to par- 
liament concessions he made 
to the unions on Monday, 
including the shelving of a 
disputed state contract to 
overhaul France’s loss- 
making railways and the 
holding of a “social summit" 
in the near future on unem- 


ployment. 

Earlier Tuesday, more 
than a million French work- 
ers downed tools and staged 
protest rallies across the 
country, threatening the sur- 
vival of Mr. Juppe in spite of 
the concessions be made. 

After Mr. Juppe 
announced a climbdown 
Monday, two out of the three 
main French unions vowed 
Tuesday to continue to fight 
his plans to reform the coun- 
try’s generous and heavily 
indebted welfare system and 
health service. 

As record crowds demons- 
trated in several French cities 
in the sixth national day of 
protest since the strike move- 
ment began on Nov. 24, 
Louis Viannet, head of the 

(Continued on page 7i 


fitted with the feeding tube to 
curb weight loss. He has lost 
more than 10 kilogrammes 
since his admission on Nov. 
20 . 

Meanwhile the pro- 
government daily Ta Nea re-' 
ported for the fust time that 
Mr. Papandreou was suffer- 
ing from “confusion and 
orientation trouble" and 
could not recognise some of 
his doctors. 

Mr. Papandreou’s worsen- 
ing health was expected to 
intensify calls for a successor 
to be chosen in his PASOK 
socialist party. 

PASOK’s policy-making 
executive bureau met on 
Monday night and discussed 
his possible successor. 

Party sources said if Mr. 

(Continued on page 7i 



Upper House of Parliament Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi and Lower House Speaker Sa'd Havel Srour on 
Tuesday present to His Majesty King Hussein the two Houses' reply to the Speech from the Throne on Dec. 2 
(Petra photos) 


Parliament voices total support 
for stands outlined by Monarch 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Up- 
per and Lower Houses of 
Parliament on Tuesday 
voiced their full support for 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
leadership and pledged to 
preserve democracy from ex- 
cesses practised in the name 
of democracy. 

In separate meetings with 
the King at the Royal Court 
to deliver the two chambers’ 
replies to the Speech from 
the Throne opening the 
legislature's annual session 
on Dec. 2, the speakers of the 
two houses affirmed their 
commitment to enhancing 
the democratisation process. 


which, they said, offers an 
example to other countries in 
the region. 

They also expressed sup- 
port for the King's efforts to 
achieve Arab reconciliation 
and unify Arab ranks. 

Upper House Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi praised the 
King's achievements in de- 
veloping and fortifying Jor- 
dan, saying His Majesty man- 
aged to place the Kingdom 
on the economic map of the 
world. 

“The Amman economic 
conference was a crowning 
achievement of all these bles- 
sed efforts and a natural out- 


come of the stage of peace." 
Mr. Lawzi said. 

He said the Jordanian peo- 
ple were optimistic that the 
Kingdom would overcome 
economic hardships facing it 
and that the government 
would continue its efforts to 
institutionalise government 
work and fight bureaucracy 
with the aim of activating the 
private sector's role in serv- 
ing the country. 

He added the Senate fully 
supports plans aiming at pro- 
viding comprehensive social, 
health and food* security for 
citizens through providing 
job opportunities and sup- 


porting social aid program- 
mes and health insurance 
schemes. 

“We agree with you. Your 
Majesty, that the educational 
process is the foundation of 
development and the basis of 
progress and that the in- 
terests of the coming genera- 
tions require promoting 
knowledge, developing edu- 
cational techniques and en- 
hancing the concepts of parti- 
cipation, cooperation and 
democracy," said the Senate 
speaker. 

He said the freedom of 
(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan, warning it won’t tolerate destabilisation 
attempts, says expulsion of Iranian diplomat is final 


By Nermeen Murad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A senior Jorda- 
nian offidal denied Tuesday 
that Jordan had gone back on 
its decision to expel an Ira- 
nian diplomat and confirmed 
that the embassy's third 
secretary was involved in 
attempts to destabilise tbe 
Kingdom. 

Tbe senior offidal, who 
asked not to be named, was 
spedfically referring to a 
“clarification” published by 
the Islamist Al Sabeel weekly 
yesterday in which the Ira- 
nian embassy said that “re- 
cent reports and rumours ab- 
out the third secretary (Said 
Bateni) are baseless." Tbe 
embassy did not explain what 
these reports and rumours 
were but described them as 
“baseless accusations, allega- 
tions and fabrications." 

The Iranian embassy’s re- 
sponse published by AI 
Sabeel did not explidtly say 
that Jordan bad gone back on 
its dedsion to expel Mr. 
Bateni but the wording of the 


statement appeared to lend 
credence to other reports that 
Jordan might have gone bade 
on the expulsion dedsion fol- 
lowing a meeting between 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and Iranian Ambassador 
Ahmad Destamalchian in 
which His Majesty was hand- 
ed a message from Iranian 
President Hasbemi Rafean- 
jani. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, which reported the 
meeting, did not say what the 
content of the letter was, but 
it said that it dealt with “bi- 
lateral relations and means of 
enhancing them for the be- 
nefit of the people in both 
countries." 

The senior offidal. howev- 
er, told the Jordan Tunes that 
the expulsion papers had 
been signed by Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and the decision to declare 
him a persona non grata still 
holds. 

The offidal explained that 
tbe dedsion to expel tbe di- 
plomat “is a serious dedsion 
that will also make dear to 


Iran and other countries that 
Jordan’s security is not to be 
tampered with." 

Jordan, according to the 
offidal, has been closely 
watching the activities of the 
Iranian diplomat and has tied 
him to specific activities that 
appear to target Jordan's 
security. 

“Had the campaign against 
Jordan confined itself to 
media and political attacks 
we would have contained the 
problem just as we have con- 
tained similar problems 
throughout our history," the 
offidal said. “But because 
these campaigns have lent 
themselves to possible terror- 
ist attacks, we will not sit idle 
and we will pre-empt any 
attack.” 

The official and other 
sources said that there had 
been attempts recently 
against Jordan’s security and 
“we have been able to discov- 
er them and arrest tbe would- 
be perpetrators.” 

The "perpetrators,” 
according to the sources, are 
linked to extremist Palesti- 


nian factions including the 
Abu Nidal group. Jihad Isla- 
mi and a new group by the 
name of Akramah. 

The sources said that these 
groups are generally known 
to be “guns for hire" and 
information available to Jor- 
dan indicated Iranian in- 
volvement with a possible 
backing from Syria. 

Jordanian and Syrian fore- 
ign ministers Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and Farouk Sharaa 
met on the sidelines of the 
Barcelona conference in late 
November to discuss Jordan’s 
concerns over attempts 
against its stability. 

The sources did not reveal 
specific details of tbe meeting 
but told the Jordan Times 
that Mr. Sharaa assured Mr. 
Kabariti that “Jordan's secur- 
ity is an integral part of the 
Syria's security and that 
Damascus is committed to 
the stability" of the King- 
dom. 

The meeting between the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Bosnian Serbs free 
two French pilots 


ZVORNIK, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs on Tuesday 
released two French airmen 
shot down over Bosnia more 
than three months ago, en- 
ding a tense stand-off be- 
tween Paris and Belgrade just 
48 hours before the signing of 
a Bosnia peace accord. 

The Serbs handed over 
Captain Frederic Chiffot and 
Lieutenant Jose Souvignet, 
both of whom looked pale 
and tired, shortly after 2:00 
p.m. (1300 GMT) at a motel 
in. this town on the border 
between Bosnia and Serbia. 

The release of the two 
pilots jvas confirmed in Paris, 
with the Elysee Palace saying 
French President Jacques 
Chirac “rejoices, along with 
all French people" at the 
men’s release. 

Mr. Chirac telephoned the 
two airmen shortly after they 
had been directed to a room 
here where the head of the 
French joint chiefc-of-staff. 
General Jean-Philippe 
Douin, was waiting with top* 
ranking Bosnian Sert> and 
Serbian generals. 

Capt. Chiffot walked with 
difficulty as tbe two airmeh, 
flanked by policemen, 
headed for the room, witnes- 
ses reported. 

Before leaving Zvomik for 


Serbia, Lt. Souvignet said the 
two had been well treated 
during their captivity. 

“We were well looked af- 
ter," he said. 

In Paris, presidential 
spokeswoman Catherine Col- 
onna said tbe pilots were 
expected to return to France 
via Belgrade Tuesday even- 
ing. 

She said the pair were in 
good health and added that 
Mr. Chirac had personally 
telephoned the pilots' wives 
to inform them of the release. 
Tbe duo were shot down 
during North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) air 
raids near the Bosnian Serb 
stronghold of Pale on Aug. 
30. 

Earlier, tbe Bosnian Serb 
military said in a statement it 
would free the two airmen 
“in the name of traditional 
friendship between the 
French and Serb peoples." 

France last week turned up 
the heat on rebel Bosnian 
Serbs and their erstwhile pat- 
ron, Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic,- threatening 
tough action unless firm news 
on the men’s fate was re- 
ceived by Sunday. 

Meanwhile, the comman- 
der Of NATO’S heavily- 

( Continued on page 7) # 


Mubarak scoffs at 
call for poll probe 


CAIRO (AFP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak on Tuesday 
rejected calls from foreign 
countries to investigate 
allegations of fraud in 
Egypt's general elections. 

“I absolutely do not accept 
any such demand, no matter 
where it comes from," Mr. 
Mubarak said at the first 
-meeting of his ruling National 
Democratic Party (NDP) 
since the two- round vote, 
according to Information 
Minister Safwat Al Sherif. 

His party swept to victory 
in the polls gaining 417 out of 
the 444 seats in the parlia- 
ment compared to the 
opposition which polled only 
14. The remaining seats went 
to independents, according to 
the latest figures. 

Mr. Mubarak, who also 
named 10 extra deputies to 
the parliament on Monday, 
said “neither the United 
States nor any other country 
has explicitly or implicitly cal- 
led for an investigation into 
the elections." 

He was "indignant that 
certain political parties have 
called for an international su- 
pervision of the elections" 
and stressed that Egypt had 
“reached the age of (politic- 
al) maturity.” 

The. Egyptian opposition 
has called for international 


supervision of elections 
accusing the government of 
massive vote-rigging and 
harassment in both rounds of 
the polls on Nov. 29 and Dec. 
6 . 

The U.S. embassy in Cairo 
said Tuesday in a statement 
that “at no time did the 
American ambassador pro- 
test the elections to Foreign 
Minister (Amr) Musa or to 
any other Egyptian official. 

“Nor did the State Depart- 
ment spokesman or the 
ambassador call for an inves- 
tigation of the elections." 

But a State Department 
spokesman said last Thurs- 
day, “We fully expect that 
the Egyptian government will 
investigate charges of irregu- 
larities and follow up with 
appropriate measures," in a 
briefing statement released 
here. 

Appeals have been filled 
against vote results for 56 
more seats in parliament, 
putting around 40 per cent of 
its seats in question, legal 
sources said. 

Losing candidates filled 14 
new appeals to results in their 
district, joining 14 appeals 
made Sunday to an adminis- 
trative court, the sources 
said. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Home Sr Middle East News 


U.N. is concerned over big 
military buildup in Cyprus 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali expressed renewed 
-concern on Monday at the 
-''excessive levels of military 
forces and armaments" in 
Cyprus and the rate at which 
they were being streng- 
thened. 

“Neither side has heeded 
the Security Council's repe- 
ated calls for a significant 
reduction in the number of 
foreign troops and in defence 
spending in Cyprus," he said. 

“It has also not been possi- 
ble to make progress even on 
modest measures, repeatedly 
called for by the council, 
aimed at reducing confronta- 
tion between the two sides 
along the cease fire lines,” he 
added. 

The U-N. chiefs com- 
ments were part of a report 
recommending a further six- 
month renewal, until June 
30, 1996, of the mandate of. 
the U.N. peacekeeping force 
in Cyprus (UNFICYP), com- _ 
prising, 1,150 troops and 34 f 
civilian police. 

The force, which includes 
soldiers from Argentina, Au- 
stria, Britain, Canada, Fin- 
land. Hungary and Ireland, 
and police from Australia 
and Ireland, has been sta- 
tioned on the island since 
1964 to help keep peace be- 
tween the Greek Cypriot and 
Turkish Cypriot communi- 
ties. 

•- Cyprus has been virtually 
partitioned since 1974, when 
Turkish troops landed m the 
north of the island in reaction 
to a short-lived coup in Nico- 
sia engineered by the military 
junta then ruling Greece. In 
1983 the Turkish Cypriots 
proclaimed their own state. 


recognised only by Ankara. 

U.N. efforts to reunite the 
island under a federal system 
have continued for years, 
without success. 

In a brief reference to this, 
Dt. Ghali said almost all ele- 
ments needed for a just and 
lasting settlement were on 
the table and he hoped that 
“in the next few months it 
will be possible to generate 
the necessary political will to 
overcome the long-standing 
deadlock in the negotiating 
process." 

Giving details of the milit- 
ary build-up on both sides, he 
said that, with the arrival of 
an additional 14 tanks, the 
Turkish forces now had 
approximately 265 M-48A5 
tanks. 

“There was a significant 
increase in the number of 
armoured personnel carriers 
a continued upgrading of 
artillery from 105 mm to 155 
mm a significant enhance- 
ment in their air defence 
capability with the arrival of 
shoulder-launched missiles 
and guns and' a significant 
increase in their battlefield 
surveillance capability.” 

This represented a signifi- 
cant increase in the military 
capability of the Turkish 
forces in Cyprus, he said, 
adding: “In terms of the ratio 
of military personnel to in- 
habitants, with over 30,000 
Turkish troops and 4,5000 
Turkish Cypriot troops, the 
northern part of the island 
remains one of the most de- 
nsely militarised areas in die 
world." 

Hie secretary-general said 
the National Guard in the 
south, “though weaker by for 


XJ.S. says it wants 
fair yote in Sahara 


RABAT (R) — Washington 
would like to see a free and 
fair referendum in the West- 
ern Sahara to resolve the 
outstanding dispute between 
Morocco and the Algerian- 
backed Polisario Front, a 
U.S. official said on Monday. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Robert Pelletreau, who 
is on a two-day visit to 
Morocco and was due to 
travel to Tunisia on Tuesday, - 
also did not rule out a visit to 
Algeria “in the next few 
months; or weeks." * ■ J 

Mr. Pelletreau met King 
Hassan on Monday for talks 
he said covered the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East, economic relations, the 
Western Sahara, Algeria and 
Bosnia. 

"We would like to see a 
free, fair and impartial re- 
ferendum in Western Sahara 
to determine tbe preference 
of the people of the region,” 
Mr. Pelletreau told a news 
conference. 

He was asked if Washing- 
ton would back direct dia- 
logue between the two sides 
rather than a referendum, 
which has been delayed repe- 
atedly by disputes over who is 
eligible to vote between 
Morocco and the 
independence-seeking Poli- 
sario Front. 

“If a dialogue can advance 
that, then a dialogue would 
be useful but we do not 
ourselves propose anything 
beyond the U.N. secretary- 
general's plan," Mr. Pellet- 
reau said. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali made new 
proposals to try to speed up 
the referendum process in the 
hope of meeting a January 
deadline for a vote and the 
Security Council is due to 
:vote on the plan this week. 


Both the Polisario Front, 
which fought Morocco for 
control of the territory for 
nearly 20 years until a 1991 
ceasefire, and Algeria have 
rejected the plan as effective- 
ly ceding the territory to 
Morocco. 

Mr. Pelletreau said the 
secretary-general’s latest re- 
port on Western Sahara “has 
jralue and we are n ow stu dy- 
mg' how To~translafe~fius re- 
port into a resolution of the 
^Securi^Cpuhdl fodder to 
pursue this process of re- 
ferendum.” 

He said be did not believe 
Algeria's rejection of the 
plan was a “final position” 
and that contacts continued 
at the United Nations to re- 
solve the matter. 

The referendum, originally 
due to have been held in 
1992, would determine if the 
former Spanish territory be- 
comes independent as sought . 
by the Polisario Front or is 
incorporated into Morocco. 

- Asked why he has not in- 
cluded Algeria in l]is North 
Africa tour, Mr. Pelletreau 
said the trip had been plan- 
ned some time ago “but I do 
not exclude the possibility of 
a visit to Algeria in a few 
months or weeks.” 

There have been no visits 
by senior U.S. officials to 
Algeria in years. An esti- 
mated 40,000 people have 
died in political violence in 
Algeria since 1992, when tbe 
authorities scrapped elections 
which Islamists were poised 
to win. 

• 

“Tbe situation in Algeria 
after the elections provides 
an opportunity for the recon- 
ciliation process and we for 
our part have encouraged 
President (Liamine) Zeroual 
to pursue this path,” Mr. 
Pelletreau said. 


than the Turkish forces in 
Cyprus, has continued its 
comprehensive upgrading 
programme.” 

An 18 additional BMP 3 
infantry fighting vehicles had 
been delivered and the 
National Guard had in- 
creased its holdings of AMX- 
30 tanks to 104, with the 
acquisition of 56 such tanks 
currently being overhauled in 
Greece. 

“In addition, 224 of the 
first year's target of 500 
volunteers from Greece for 
service with the national 
guard have arrived in Cyp- 
rus," he said, while Greek 
naval and air force units took 
part in a recent annual guard 
exercise. 

Dr. Ghali said a humanita- 
rian review by UNFICYP 
showed that “the Greek Cyp- 
riots and Maronites in the 
northern part of the island 
are for from leading the nor- 
mal life they were promised,” 
under a 1975 agreement be- 
tween the two sides. 

“The limited measures that 
the Turkish Cypriot author- 
ities have recently announced 
with a view to improving the 
daily lives of tbe persons con- 
cerned are welcome. At the 
same time, the measures 
highlight how much more 
needs to be done.” 

UNFICYP would pursue 
this matter with the Turkish 
Cypriot authorities and 
would “also follow up with 
the government of Cyprus on 
the measures it is taking to 
eliminate any discrimination 
against or harassment of the 
Turkish Cypriots living in the 
southern part of the island,” 
he said. 

Turkey 
rejects 
PKK call 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey on 
Tuesday rejected a ceasefire 
call by rebel Kurd leader 
Abdullah “Apo” Ocalan for 
this month’s parliamentary 
elections. 

“Turkey does not take 
seriously his (Ocalan’s) call 
for a ceasefire," Interior 
Minister Teoman Unusan 
told Reuters. 

“Apo just makes it up as 
Jie goes, along — he is. not a 
man to be taken seriously,” 
Mr. Unusan said. 

Mr. Ocalan. leader of the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), called on the Turkish 
military on Monday to agree 
to a ceasefire during general 
polls due to take place on 
Dec. 24. 

The PKK has been fighting 
for independence or auton- 
omy in southeast Turkey 
since 1984. More than 18,000 
people have been killed in 
the insurgency. 

The rebels called a un- 
ilateral ceasefire in 1993, 
which held for nearly three 
months until the guerrillas 
killed 33 unarmed soldiers in 
a bus ambush after complain- 
ing Turkey had not recipro- 
cated. 

Mr. Ocalan has called for a 
ceasefire a few times since 
then but each time Turkey 
rejected his call, saying it 
refuses to deal with “terror- 
ists." 

Turkey is to go to the polls 
on Dec. 24. The People's 
Democracy Party, which 
advocates more rights for 
Turkey’s estimated 10-15 mil- 
lion Kurds, is expected to do 
well in the southeast. 

Mr. Unusan said the PKK 
was calling a ceasefire this 
time because it was losing 
strength. ■ 



OFF TO SCHOOL: An Egyptian father packs five children on his motorcycle to 
transport them to school in Cairo. Whole families can often be seen riding 
motorcycles in the congested streets of Cairo, which as a population of 15 million 
and where cars are very expensive (AFP photo) 


Nablus rejoices, recalls bitter 
memory of Israeli occupation 


NABLUS (AFP) — With 
automatic weapons fire, tam- 
borines, horns, singing and 
fireworks, thousands of 
Palestinians celebrated into 
the early morning Tuesday 
the end of Israers 28-year 
occupation of this largest 
West Bank town. 

“I think Tm going to walk 
all night. To- walk alone, with 
my family, when I want, 
where I want, it was my 
dream,” said Ahmad 
Mohammad. 

He was out in his pyjamas, 
bathrobe and house slippers 
when the early withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from this town 
of 130,000 residents began, 
which surprised many other 
Palestinians already in bed. 

A joyous crowd of men. 
women, children and Palesti- 
nian police pressed around 
the large three-storey, white- 
stone building that was tbe 
Israeli army's former head- 
quarters in Nablus. 

Residents continued to cir- 
cle tbe building despite the 
biting cold and drizzling rain, 
as several took shelter under 
the_awnings of nearby, stores. 

Niytt to the former Israeli 
military headquarters, the 
now empty prison was visited 
and revisited throughout the. 


night, especially by former 
Palestinian prisoners and 
their families. 

Khaled Mahmoud Abdul- 
ial, 41, pulled on the bell that 
had announced the end of the 
prisoners' family visits. He 
came with his two daughters 
and son. Mr. AbduUal served 
a seven-year prison sentence 
for anti-Israeli attacks and 
said he came bade “to re- 
member and express, his 
pain.” 

Alaa Alwawi, 20, spent 
two years in the prison for 
throwing stones. He was re- 
leased after the signing of the 
Palestinian autonomy 
accords and now works in a 
bakery to feed his 12 asters 
and two brothers. 

The goal now is to “help 
the Palestinian authority gov- 
ern in serenity,” be said. 

“Even if the Israelis left 
today like thieves, I have no 
more hate.” he said, with 
tears in his eyes. 

The military headquarters 
is completely empty, not 
even a piece of paper was left 
on the floor. 

... .“The Israeli soldiers left 
the place very quickly, we 
took down their flag and 
raised our own. Everything 


went orderly,” said General 
Mohammad A1 Amieh, the 
man now in charge of the 
building. 

After the transfer of power 
was complete, the Palestinian 
police wanted to bum the 
Israeli flag, but the rain pre- 
vented them. They instead 
tore it up and threw down the 
shreds to the cheering crowd, 
who seized them as predous 
trophies. 

. The Palestinian colours of 
black, ced, white and black 
flew in file wind throughout 
the town, known for its “rock 
wars” led by young Palesti- 
nians against their occupiers. 

In haste, the merchants of 
Nablus put up banners wel- 
coming the Palestinian police 
and celebrating the glory of 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation leader Yasser Ara- 
fat. 

“Our banners are not very 
pretty, but we were caught by 
surprise because the army left 
two days early,” said Jamal 
Ramzi. 

The Israeli soldiers left 
Nablus late Monday, 48 
hours before their scheduled 
withdrawal as part of an 
accord to extend Palestinian 
autonomy across the West 
Bank. 


EU follows in tracks of Moses 


SAINT CATHERINE, 
Egypt (AFP) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) will follow 
in the footsteps of Moses and 
create a national park around 
Mount Sinai, the site where 
he is said to have received the 
Ten Commandments. 

“In mid-1996, the EU will 
give Egypt a grant of six 
million ECUs ($7.8 million) 
to transform this region into a 
national park," Stefan Zens, 
the EU environmental advi- 
sor in Cairo, told AFP. 

Besides the 9,000 square- 
kilometre park, the money 
would also finance studies for 
the restoration of St. Cather- 
ine's monastery, Mr. Zens 
said. 

• 

The mountainous desert of 
central Sinai was the site of 
the burning bush through 
which God addressed Moses, 
Mount Sinai where he re- 
ceived the Ten Command- 
ments and the spring where 
he met his wife after the 
Jewish exodus, according to 
the Bible. 

“The money will go to 
found and equip a research 
centre to catalogue the plants 


of the region and protect the 
animals, especially gazelles, 
from poachers.” Ahmad She- 
hata from the Egyptian En- 
vironment Agency said. 

The region is home to 
some 30 endemic plant spe- 
cies, including types useful in 
treating diabetes and other 
diseases, botanist Moham- 
mad Al Qassas said. 

•Ten per cent of the gram 
will go to restoration of St. 
Catherine’s, where cracks in 
the walls have grown since 
last November's earthquakes 
off the Sinai coast. 

“The money will be for 
anyone who wishes to finance 
restoration. Our job is to 
open the way for a quick 
repair of the monastery 
which risks ruin.” Mr. Zens 
said, adding that the EU it- 
self could take up the work. 

The Greek Orthodox 
monastery, which has a sur- 
rounding wall dating back to 
the Roman Emperor Justi- 
nian (527 A.D.), features a 
Byzantine church and a lib- 
rary of more than 3,500 
manuscripts. 

“Restorations made over 
the centuries, mostly by the 


monks have not kept cracks 
from appearing," said 
Michael Pearson, an EU ex- 
pert in charge of several en- 
vironment projects in the 
Sinai. 

He also warned of the dan- 
gers of increased tourism to 
the monastery. 

“There are currently be- 
tween 1,500 and 3,000 tour- 
ists a day, but that could 
double with more and more 
hotels in the Sinai and tour- 
ism cooperation projects be- 
tween Egypt, Jordan and 
Israel,” Mr. Pearson said. 

He proposed limiting the 
number of sightseers and 
building “a visitor’s centre 
where some of the treasures 
would be displayed.” 

“Most of the tourists come 
not for religious reasons but 
to enjoy the site and its trea- 
sures, especially the icons 
and the burning bush." the 
EU expert added. 

Mr. Pearson said he would 
prefer tourists pay for tickets 
to enter the monastery to 
help pay for restoration] but 
"the monks insist it is a place 
of worship open to all.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Half of Mideast gets unfit drinking water ^ 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Almost half of the population of the ' 
Middle East live off water that has not been treated 
properly, a representative of the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) told a regional conference here on- Monday. 

Abdul Hai Meshbal was addressing representatives from 21 - 
countries gathered in the Lebanese capital for a conference 
on "Water, Sanitation and Supply.” The conference, 
running until Friday, aims to draw up long-term strategies 
to increase water resources and to lay down guidelines for 
regional cooperation. “By the end of 1994, around 71 per 
cent of the population in the region received drinking water 
but only about 55 per cent were getting properly purified, 
water," Mr. Meshbal said. "This means that 122 million 
people in the region have no access to purified water while 
190 million are deprived of water purification stations," he • 
said. Lebanon's representative, Bassam Jaber, warned that 
his country's reputation for rich water resources would be 
redundant by 2015. It would be forced to seek alternative 
sources. The states participating are: Afghanistan, 
Bahrain. Cyprus. Djibouti, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kuwait. Lebanon. Libya. Morocco. Oman, Pakistan, 

Qatar. Saudi Arabia, Sudan. Syria. Tunisia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Yemen. 

Iran rejects as ‘baseless’ German probe 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on Tuesday rejected as "base- 
less” a murder probe against Information Minister Ali 
Fallahian by German federal prosecutors. Germany said 
the investigation concerned Mr. Fa II ahian’s .alleged role m 
the September 1992 murder of four Iranian Kurdish 
opposition activists in Berlin. However, an Information 
Ministry official on Tuesday told the Tehran Times: “The ! 
Iranian people and government, will not forgive baseless 
accusations levelled against Iranian officials.” Germany is 
Iran’s biggest trading partner, and has been visited by Mr. 
Fallahian and Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati r 1 
in the past two years. The Tehran Times article was the first: — 

comment on the charges from Iran, which has yet to issue 
any formal reaction. "The baseless accusation is a result of 
attempts made by international Zionism to disturb traman- 
German relations,” the paper said. “These attempts are 
the continuation of tumults created by some Bundestag 
members last month." The German parliament on Nov. 10 
adopted a motion calling on the government to cancel a. 
visit by Mr. Velayati after President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani welcomed the assassination of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Mr. Velayati was to have attended 1 
a conference on Islam and Europe, but the Bonn govern- 
ment cancelled the gathering after the Bundestag vote. 

Amateur took picture of Rabin killing 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli amateur photographer 
captured the assassination last month of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on film, state radio reported Tuesday. The 
man, whose identity was not given, handed his film to a 
three- judge commission set up to cany out an investigation 
into the shooting of Mr. Rabin by a Jewish extremist.. The 
man reportedly took the photographs from die roof of a 
department store located next to the Tel Aviv square where 
Mr. Rabin bad attended a giant peace rally just before he 
was shot. The security forces charged with protecting Mr. 

Rabin came under intense criticism for foiling to prevent 
right-wing nationalist Yigal Amir from shooting the prime 
minister at point-blank range as he left the rally. Ballistics 
experts quoted by the radio said the photographer’s 
presence on the nearby rooftop showed that someone 
armed with a rifle and telescopic sight also could have shot 
Mr. Rabin with relative ease. To date, no pictures of the 
actual shooting of- Mr. Rabin have been published, 
although video images taken shortly before and after the 
killing have been broadcast. 

Egypt: Muslim states seek Bosnia peace role 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s Foreign Minister Amr Musa said 
on Tuesday Muslim countries supported the peace deal on 
Bosnia ro be signed in Paris on Thursday and that they will 
ask to participate in the NATO-led peacekeeping mission. 

Mr. Musa told reporters before leaving for Paris that 
Muslim countries would continue to support the U^S.- 
brokered agreement since it was initialled and accepted by 
the Bosnian government. He said a contact group formed 
by Islamic countries on Bosnia will hold a meeting in Paris 
and will later meet the U.S.-led international contact group 
to decide how they could take part in. the peace mission. 

Mr. Musa said each Islamic countiy would be responsible 
for financing the troops it was willing to deploy in Bosnia. 

The contact group includes officials from Morocco. Iran, 
Pakistan. Saudi Arabia. Turkey, Senegal, Egypt and 
Malaysia. 

Syrian airlines to fly Larnaca-Madrid route ■ 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Syrian Arab Airlines is to start a 
weekly Larnaca-Madrid service under an agreement with 
Cypnis' Airways, the Cypriot national carrier said Monday. '. 

A Boeing 727 with a capacity of 165 seats will be used, it 
said, witflout giving a date for the start of the service, 
aimed at developing "a new tourist market.” 

Security Council okays Japan’s role in Golan 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. Security Council 
on Monday authorised Japanese troops to join a U.N. force 
on the Golan Heights. The Security Council agreed to a 
proposal from U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali to 
add Japan to the list of nations supplying troops to the 
force, the U.N. said in a statement. More than 1,000. U.N. 
troops police the separation of Israeli and Syrian forces on 
Golan Heights, 458 from Austria. 214 from Canada and 
354 from Poland. Reports from Tokyo suggest that Japan 
would send at least 100 soldiers to replace the Canadian 
contingent in February. 



JORDAN TELEVISION » 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO • 

14:00 Inspector Gadget ‘ 

14 JO Ghost Writer 

15:00 Tomorrow's World 

15:30 Amazing Stories 

1 6.-00 

The Adventures of the Black 
Stallion 

16:30 Sky Trackers 

17:00 Fractals 

17:30 Jcu* 

IWM News in French 

19:15 

Magazine Sports El Musiquc 

19:30 Anything for a Laugh 

20 M 

Doc. — The Nature of Things 
20:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 Star Trek 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Law und Order 

23 JO The Silk Road 

00 JO Comedy -"Second Thought 


PRAYER TIMES 


Fajr 

............ (Sanrbe) Doha 

Dhuhr 

'Asr 


16:37 Maghreb 

17:59 -Win 

CHURCHES 

St. Muy or Nazareth Chore* 

Sweiflth, Tel. 


AxaembUes of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Anmndadoa Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe Chart* Tci. 661757 
Terramcfa Chord) Tel: 622366 
Church of the AwwitidaMon Tel. 
623541. 

AngHcw Church Tel. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathofe Church Td. 

771331. 

AnralMi Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Chart* Td. 771751. 
Ammo Interatim&I Church Tel. 
652526. 

Enutgcfed Lutbcraa Church Tel: 
824328. 

Gcrmn-opcakisg EvangeOcnJ Con- 
gregation Td: 845457 
The Church of Jean* Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazoreae Td.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church b 
Amman 
Tel SI 1295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


WEATHER 


Bulletin aw 
mem of Mi 


in aunpiicd by , 
of Meteorology . 


the Depart- 


Temperatures arc expected to 
rise slightly with a chance of scat- 
tered showers in the northern and 
central parts Of the Kingdom. 
Winds will be northwesterly mod- 
erate and skies partly cloudy, in 


Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 4/1 1 

Aqaba 9/2U 

Deserts 3 / 13 

Jordan Valley Ill / 19 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 9 Aqaba 18. Humidity 
readings: Amman 88 per cent. 
Aqaba 38 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadshch 759200 

Dr. Mukhles Halasah 819231 

Dr. Munthcr Al Orient 779959 

Finn pharmacy ...661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77K336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nainoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 63673(1 

Yacouh pharmacy 644945 

Shmcbani pharmacy 637661) 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Na jib pharmacy 847632 

IftBID: 

Df . Ahmud Qanu 281741 


Al Oud» pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ralih Alalluh 984424 

Khalifch pharmacy 9HS4I7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 66J11 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue fi3«34| 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade ftl7im 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police MKOWI 

Pahtie Security Dcpanmcnt 630321 

Hotel Complaints MSKM 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7K71 1 1 

Telephone information 
fdircaory assistance) 12 1 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 613101 

Abdnli Telephone Repairs 661 111) 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 U 

Water Authority 68011X1 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

‘ 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 


RJ Flight Intormation .... t>8-5?200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (W-5320U 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 8138I3G2 
Khalkli Maternity. J. Amn 

M42HI/6 

Akilch Matcmitv. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jahal Ammun Maternity .... 642362 

Mulhus. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al'Muasncr Hospital 667227A1 

The Islamic. Abdali 6*6127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdah 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhujrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bushir. J. Ashrufich 775 1 1 1/26 

Army.SMarka K9I61I/15 

Queen Alta Hospital ... «C24tV5» 

Ama! Hospital 674 155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zfifqu National Hospital 

(00)9065611 

Ibn Sina Hospital (H9WH6732 

AjHiLma Modem l luspil il (INJV90W 

Pnnress Baaiu Hospital (021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital IIC)272275 

Ihn Al Nafees Hospital HEE47IIII 

AQABA: 

Princes Hava Hospital (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

TTits information is supplied by 
Ri'.yal Jordanian ( RJ) information 
department ut the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. jWjXCHOl 
where it should always be veri- 
fied.' 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

W J5 Jeddah (RJ | 

08:55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:00 Damascus (RJ) 

1ft 10 Larnaca(RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

10:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:55 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

18:00 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

lfcOO Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

18:15 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:25 London. Berlin (RJ) 

IMS Rome (RJ) 

22:45 Aqaba(RJ) 

23:20 Beirut (RJ) 

01:25 Cairo (RJ | 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


0*50 Cairo (M$| 

•*30 Jeddah (SV) 

•2c IS .. Karachi. Ahu DhaKi (PK) 

19:20 ....... ..... ... Algiers (AH) 

20.-00 . Sanaa (IV) 

20:10 Beirut (ME! 

22:05 ........... ... LarnacatCY) 

22:45 Athens lOA) 

22:1S Amsterdam (KU 

23:59 London (BA) 

DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Right* 
(Terminal 1) 

Istanbul. Rome (RJ) 

10: 1 5 Amsterdam . New York ( RJ ) 

11:0® Berlin. London (RJ) 

H:25 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul | RJ i 

•9:20 Colombo (RJ | 

*9:35 Beirut (RJ» 

20:05 ..... .. Rtvadh. Dharhan (RJ) 

2ft 25 New Delhi (RJ) 

21H» Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


07:45 ... 
09:15 ... 
10:40... 
12 .- 00 . 
13:25 ... 
15:20 ... 
21 : 00 ... 
21 : 00 ... 
22:50 .. 
00:15 ... 
03:00.. 


Bcirut(ME) 

London (KJ i 

Cairo (MS) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Ahu Dhahi. Karachi (PK) 

Shartqah(AH) 

Sanaa! I Y) 

Aden(DY) 

LurnacafCY) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OaY 


hijaz railway 

TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman ... 8:00 a.m. cvetyMomtay. 
Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 7 JO a.m. every Sunday 
Air. Amman .... 5:00p.m. every Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 

Vppcrnower price in fib per kg, 

App»c 7 «vj6o 

banana £80 

Banana (Mukammar)"!!”"!!. 620 

Banana (imported) 870630 

£ ahha 8c 110/ 70 

3001200 

Cauliflower (30/80 

Cucumbers (large) ZZZZ 180 120 

Cucumbers (small) 280 / 200 

Eggplant 200/ 120 

750/500 

Grape Fmil 230/150 

£ mon 23Q/1S0 

Marrow (large) 150/100 

Marrow (small) 270/ ISO 

Onion (green) 220/130 

Onion fdiy) 230/ 170 

’Orange 540/400 

Pepper (hot) 240/150 

PCppcr (sweet) 240/ISO 

270/ 180 

R adish 140/80' 

Spinach 130/80 

String Beans 500/ 30O 

Tangerine 280/200 

Tomato .'..',220/130 
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Editor testifies in Abu Rishteh case 
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■ V REF ; ORM PROGRAMME REVIEW: Planning Minister Rina Klwlnf Tuesday reviews Jordan’s economic 

. ' vi {®f ,rm programme for the years 199(5-1998 with a delegation of Jor danian businessmen, headed by Hamdi Tab- 

• a ; / ^ so reviewed were economic issues, such as the banking sector, foreign trade, and-tbe privatisation strat- 

: i " . ‘ ^ m Jordan. Dr. KhaSaf stressed the importance of revitalising the role of the private sector with a view to 
enl lancing its contribution to the national economy. In a reference to foreign competition, Mrs. Khalaf said 
; : V s® -*• competition should motivate the private sector to play a more active role in the investment projects in the 
• - ; k° untry? taking advantage of the opportune and encouraging economic climate. She noted that the government 

“ s not so far made any commitments to foreign companies or institutions to carry out investment projects in 
“• f J f *rdan. She called for bridging tiie gap in the viewpoints of both the private and public sectors and to come np 
. w ith policies designed to serve national interests (Petra photo) 

| J Minister stresses need for integrated 
^ 5jRa ;:j c irganisation of tourist services 


A MMAN (J.T.) — Nearly one million 
v isitors from outside the Arab World 
v isited Jordan during 1995, registering 
£ 1 40 per cent increase over the number 
< >f visitors in 1994, according to Minis- 
i £r of Tourism and Antiquities Abdul 
Dab Khatib Tuesday. 

Speaking at a meeting organised by 
the Friends of Archaeology Society 
(FAS) in Jordan, the minister said on 
some days up to one thousand visitors 
converge on Wadi Rum in southern 
Jordan, something which has been 
unprecedented and which requires 
better organisation of the tourist ser- 
vices in dial particular area. 

The area started to witness a great 
increase m the number of visitors fol- 
lowing the signing of the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty in October of last year, 
said the minster. 

The minister stressed need for inte- 
grated services for visitors in Wadi 


Rum and announced the formation of 
a special committee grouping repre- 
sentatives of various government min- 
istries and public and private organi- 
sations to work out a plan for the man- 
agement of tourist services in Wadi 
Rum. 

The ministry of tourism encourages 
the private sector to initiate tourism — 
related projects in Wadi Rum which 
has been attracting the interest of visi- 
tors from around die world, added the 
minister. 

Ghazi Bisheh, bead of the antiqui- 
ties department expressed the view 
that tourism in Jordan cannot be 
developed without the participation of 
local communities. 

FAS President Rami Khouri out- 
lined the society’s activities and 
endeavours to help protect archaeo- 
logical sites and pointed out that soci- 
ety members will continue cooperat- 


ing with ministry officials to safe- 
guard antiquities and artefacts found 
in Wadi Rum and other archaeological 
sites. 

He reiterated the need for the public 
and private sectors to join in the 
course of preserving the national her- 
itage of archaeological and historic 
places which are witnessing a great 
boom in tourism. 

Several Wadi Rum local community 
leaders attended the meeting and 
called for concerted efforts to develop 
tourism in the region. 

They called for the employment of 
local residents in tourism services 
activities and support and for the pro- 
vision of assistance to the local coop- 
erative society. 

Ministry officials have predicted 
that Jordan will earn a total of JD 850 
million compared to JD 600 million in 
the past year. 


‘Free trade agreements should be preceded 
by acquisition of scientific knowledge’ 


MAD ABA (Petra) — The 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce 
(FJCC) Tuesday called on 
various chambers in Jordan 
to streamline their activities 
with the new trend in the 
national Jordanian econo- 
my and play a key role in 
stimulating investments 
and trade. 

The call .was made by the 
federation's chairman 
Haidar Murad in an address 
to the opening session of 
the annual federation meet- 
ing held at Ishtar Hotel at 
the Ma'in Spa south of 
Madaba, attended by repre- 
sentatives of various cham- 
bers of commerce in the 


Kingdom. 

After outlining the feder- 
ation's contributions and 
participation in the Amman 
economic summit and the 
Barcelona meeting. Ml 
M urad said future coopera- 
tion between European 
□arions and countries 
around the Mediterranean 
Sea, including Jordan, 
requires among other 
things, the creation of a free 
trade zone by the year 2010. 

He said Jordan should 
rise to the occasion and 
cater to the needs of the 
new stage in its relations 
with Europe. 

“Opening our doors for 
free trade should be preced- 


ed by the acquisition of sci- 
entific knowledge for our- 
selves as well as the com- 
mitment to internationally 
accepted standards and 
specifications and the 
improvement on our part of 
(be quality of products 
because competition in the 
free markets will not be a 
bed of roses," Ml Murad 
said. 

“To help achieve that goal 
and . enable Jordan to be 
come competitive in world 
markets, the chambers of 
commerce in foe country 
have to make their own 
contributions and to do so, 
they can benefit from the 
information centre, based at 


the federation's headquar- 
ters,” he said. 

Mr. Murad said foe centre 
provides sufficient and 
important information for 
merchants, importers and 
exporters and businessmen 
with foe names and 
addresses of international 
companies and business 
firms outside Jordan. 

During foe meeting the 
participants reviewed the 
federation’s activities of the 
past year, a budget for 1996 
and discussed a number of 
matters related to chambers 
of commerce and means for 
further stimulating their 
work. 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The editor of 
Al Hiwar newspaper, testi- 
fying Tuesday in foe case of 
Muslim militant Atta Abu 
Rishteh, told foe State 
Security Court that he pub- 
lished an interview with 
Mr. Abu Rishteh because he 
saw no Royal family names 
in foe interview. 

Ml Abu Rishteh, 53, 
accused of belonging to an 
illegal organisation and of 
slander against His Majesty 
King Hussein following an 
interview that was pub- 
lished in foe Arabic weekly, 
Al Hiwar on Ocl 6, plead- 
ed innocent to both charges 

During foe IS- minutes 


Minister 
says social 
efforts must 
seek newer 
horizons 


CAIRO (Pena) — Minis- 
ter of Social Development 
Salwa Damen-Masri said 
Tuesday that social activi- 
ties should seek new hori- 
zons to enable them 
upgrade performance, and 
to play more significant 
roles in foe fields of foe 
environment, respect of 
human rights as well as toi 
dissuade Arab intellectuals 
from settling abroad. 

Speaking at the opening 
of the 15th session of the 
Arab Social Affairs Minis- 
ters Council which opened 
Tuesday in Cairo Mrs. 
Damen-Masri said avail- 
able energies and genuine 
will are the best guaran- 
tees in foe face of chal- 
lenges to. foe Arab nation. 

She called for _greater 
efforts in voluntary efforts 
and to direct existing ones 
towards social action in 
foe Arab World. 

Mrs. Damen-Masri 
noted that Arab capabili- 
ties were evident in the 
Arab participation in foe 
deliberations of the social 
summit held in Copen- 
hagen and in foe active 
participation in the Beijing 
women’s conference, both 
held earlier this yean 
The minister paid tribute 
to the coordination efforts 
among Arab countries 
manifested in foe two rec- 
ommendations after the 
Beijing conference which 
requested all Arab coun- 
tries to be registered in one 
list at the United Nations 
social affairs. 

The second recommen- 
dation, she said, was to 
continue coordination 
after the conference to 
draw up unified pro- 
grammes and mechanisms 
in all social efforts. 


session, Abdullah Moham- 
mad Bani Issa, told foe 
court that he took a quick 
look at Mr. Abu Risbteh’s 
interview and searched for 
Royal family members’ 
names but found none, and 
thus decided to publish foe 
interview. 

The State Prosecutor 
General’s charge sheet said 
Mr. Abu Rishteh, a 
spokesman of foe illegal 
Hezb Al Tahrir, made sev- 
eral remarks in foe. inter- 
view which were slander- 
ous to foe King. 

Ml Abu Risbteh’s attor- 
neys had contested these 
allegations in a previous 
court session, stating that 
Mr. Abu Rishteh reflected 
political thoughts and what 


he said was based on inter- 
pretations of Islamic 
Sharia. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh was 
apprehended in his office in 
Rusetfeh by authorities on 
Oct. 15, nine days after he 
was interviewed by foe 
newspaper. 

Presiding Judge. Hafez 
Amin postponed the hear- 
ing to Wednesday (today) 
when Mr. Bani Issa will tes- 
tify again concerning a let- 
ter that was sent to him by 
Mr. Abu Rishteh after foe 
interview was published in 
foe newspaper. 

A sentence is expected to 
be announced after two 
court sessions. If found 
guilty, Mr. Abu Rishteh 
could receive up to three 


years imprisonment. 

Also Tuesday, foe Slate 
Security Court postponed 
foe case of six people 
accused of sabotage, to 
Dec. 16 because an explo- 
sives expert, who was to 
testify for the prosecution, 
failed to show up in court. 

On Dec. 10, foe expert 
witness appeared in court 
but without foe explosives 
(the evidence) seized when 
foe authorities apprehended 
foe suspects. 

The six people known as 
“Islamic revivalists" are 
accused of illegally pos- 
sessing and manufacturing 
explosive materials, auto- 
matic weapons and guns for 
illegal use, and belonging 
to an illegal organisation. 


Aftershocks are declining, situation 
is reassuring, says Aqaba governor 


AQABA (J.T.) — The 
earthquake that hit Aqaba 
Monday registering 5.5 on 
foe Richter Scale prompted 
a meeting Tuesday attended 
by various private and pub- 
lic organisations and other 
concerned parties in foe 
city to discuss and review 
preparedness to deal with 
foe consequences of foe 
recurrent tremors . 

Chairing foe meeting, 
Fayez Khasawneh, the act- 
ing governor of Aqaba, 
urged closer cooperation 
and coordination on foe 
part of the various organi- 
sations and voluntary 
groups with the civil 
defence department. 

He said the need for 
efforts to fight baseless 
rumours and allay foe local 
inhabitants* fears of 
tremors was necessary. He 
said this could be done 
through the help of foe 
local media. 

Dr. Khasawneh said foe 


earthquake, which occurred 
on Nov. 22, measuring 6.2 
on foe Richter Scale was 
foe major quake and that 
subsequent ones were 
merely aftershocks. 

He said the situation was 
reassuring and that there 
was no need for panic. 

- Geophysicists told foe 
Jordan Times that foe Mon- 
day quake which registered 
5.5 on foe Richter Scale had 
its centre located 120 kilo- 
metres south of Aqaba. He 
also said foe aftershocks 
were gradually dec linin g. 

The CDD and oher con- 
cerned departments have 
distributed pamphlets to 
schools, factories and other 
oigaisations providing 
advice and instructions to 
the public on what to do 
during earthquakes. 

Meanwhile, Dl Kha- 
sawneh Tuesday chaired 
foe opening session of a 
two-day meeting organised 
by foe UN Higher Commis- 


sion for Refugees 
(UNHCR) to review inter- 
national documents dealing 
with refugees as well as the 
International Humanitarian 
Law and foe right of per- 
sons to request asylum in 
foe Kingdom. 

Dr. Khasawneh told foe 
26 participants that Jordan 
has been hosting refugees 
over foe past five decades: 
He also paid tribute to foe 
UNHCR's services to foe 
refugees. 

Zubaidah Haseera, foe 
resident UNHCR represen- 
tative in Jordan outlined her 
office's activities and noted 
that foe UNHCR has been 
closely cooperating with 
non-govemmentaJ organi- 
sations like the Jordan 
National Red Crescent 
Society, the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment, foe International 
Commission of the Red 
Cross, as well as charitable 
organisations. 


Education official says more 
schools are needed in Aqaba 


AQABA (J.T.) — An offi- 
cial from foe Ministry of 
Education Tuesday said 
there was a shortage in 
school buildings in Aqaba, 
causing congestion in foe 
classrooms, and urged foe 
ministry to build more 
schools in foe city. 

The shortage is being 
increasingly felt in view of 
the 8.5 per cent annual 
increase in foe number of 
students who enroll at the 
schools in the port city and 
foe Aqaba govemorate, foe 
official, Mohmmad Zweiri 
said 

He said foe total number 
of schools in foe gover- 
norate now stands at 70, 
and 51 of those are run by 
foe Ministry of Education, 
13 by foe private sector and 
six by foe Jordanian Armed 
Forces Educational Depart- 
ment. 


Mr. Zweiri said there was 
need for an additional eight 
schools for boys and girls 
in Aqaba and added that 
other areas were in need of 
at least 60 classrooms to 
cater to foe increases in stu- 
dent population. 

He said foe increases in 
student population were 
due to new inhabitants in 
the Red Sea resort city and 
to foe settlement of 
bedouins in villages around 
foe town.' 

As a temporary measure, 
foe official ’said, foe depart- 
ment has been allowing 
schools to run two shifts to 
make up for the shortage of 
school buildings, particu- 
larly for primary stage stu- 
dents. Mr. Zweiri pointed 
out that at least 40 students 
are being seated in each 
class in most of foe govern- 
ment schools. 


According to Ziyad 
Ja’aban. a headmaster at a 
local school, foe students in 
foe two shift schools face 
hardships starting classes as 
early as 6:20 a.m., while foe 
teachers find it bard to 
work in the afternoon shift, 
particularly in foe hot sea- 
son. 

Mr. Jabbari said that foe 
ideal classroom should not 
seat more than 30 students 
if the learning process is to 
be successful. 

At the beginning of foe 
current scholastic year foe 
Ministry of Education said 
that nearly 1.315 million stu- 
dents at different stages 
started attending classes in 
58,000 schools run by foe 
ministry and foe private 
sector as well as foe Jordan- 
ian Armed Forces and the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA). 



FILM 

* "Bhaji on the Beach" at the 
British Council at 7.00 p.m. 

* Screening of the best European 
and Arab commercials at the 
French Cultural Centre at 8.00 
p.m. 

.. LECTURES 

* Information session on CPA 
qualifications and the Becker 
preparatory course at Forte Grand 
Hotel on Wednesday 13 Dec. at 

7.00 p.m. and Friday 15 Dec. at 

4.00 p.m. 

* "Boundaries, Roads and Farms 
of Ancient Gerasa" by Jacques 


Seigne at the Friends of Archaeolo- 
gy Centre at 6.30 p.m. 

* "Contemporary German Art in 
the Ludwig Collection and, the 
Projects of Ludwig Forum" by 
Prof. Wolfgang Becker, director of 


Ludwig Museum, Aachen, Ger- 
many at Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh at 5.30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by artist Hind Nasser at 
Darat Al Funun (until Jan. 6). 
^Photography by poet Ibrahim 
Nasrallah entitled "The Autobiog- 
raphy of an Eye" at Darat Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. (Until Jan. 
4). 

* Photography exhibition "Biblical 
Itineraries* at the French Cultural 
Centre. (Until Dec. 30). 

CHRISTMAS SALE 

* Gifts and crafts by Suha Lallas 
Kassisieh (includes Christmas 
items, table mats, baskets, wall- 
haneings, candle-holders and * * 



side-lamps) at the Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre of the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation, off Wadi 
Saqra Street (until Dec. 31). 


Mosque to undergo JD 3.85m renovation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Commission for foe Restoration of foe 
Prophet Mohammad's Companions Mosques and Tombs and a local con- 
tracting company Tuesday signed a JD 3.85 million agreement for foe ren- 
ovation of Abu Ubaida Amer Ben Al Jamah mosque in the northern Jor- 
dan Valley. Die agreement was signed for the Commision by its chair- 
man, Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid, foe Chief Chamberlain. Director General 
Hassan Hawamdeh signed foe agreement for his company. Under the 
agreement the contracting company will build a comprehensive com- 
pound at the tomb sites, and conduct maintenance to the minaret of foe 
mosque. Head of the Ministry of Awqaf s construction and maintenance 
department Mohammad Shomali said the design of foe oew Abu Obaida 
compound, including the mosque, took into consideration foe various reli- 
gious, developmental, social and economic dimensions. The design also 
took into consideration Islamic architectural designs, Mr. Shomali said. 
He added that the compound includes a major prayer area, including one 
for women, a basin surrounded by columns andarches, a library, a school 
and a house for teaching Koran. 


Transport team leaves for Russia 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian transport delegation, headed by director 
of the Land Transport Department Abdnllah Jbour today leaves for Russia 
and Hungary to hold talks with Russian and Hungarian officials on fees 
collected by customs officials in these countries from Jordanian refriger 


ated trucks crossing into these countries. In a statement to foe Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, Mr. Jbour said Jordan and Hungary are governed by 
a land transport agreement, organising movement of trucks in both coun- 
tries. However, he said, foe case is different with Russia where there is no 
such agreement governing land transport He noted that refrigerated 
trucks carrying Jordanian plates pay an amount ranging between $900 and 
$1600 according to the road they use within foe Russian boundaries. Mr. 
Jbour said recent years have witnessed an increase in Jordanian exports, 
mainly agricultural exports to these countries, a matter calling for better 
organising land transport between Jordan and those countries. 


RJ officials evaluate sales activities 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Jordanian (RJ) regional directors and 
senior officers Sunday meet here to evaluate RJ sales and marketing activ- 
ities inside and outside Jordan, and to discuss foe RJ operation plan for foe 
year 1996, according to Majdi Sabri, deputy director general for marketing 
and sales. Dr. Sabri said foe RJ’s board director Walid Kurdi and Chief 
Executive officer Nader Dahabi will address RJ’s 32nd conference, and 
will brief participants on foe airline’s future plans and aspirations in light 
of foe structural changes in foe airline industry worldwide. The confer- 
ence will be preceded by a three-day workshop in which RJ regional 
directors, and representatives of foe various departments will take place. 
The workshop seeks to assess marketing and sales methods and to agree 
on a work plan geared to cope with foe new changes in foe field of airline 
industry and ensure a cut in expenditure and increased revenues. 



4 World News 


Russian candidate survives 
assassination bid in Caucasus 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Un- 
identified gunmen opened 
fire on the car of an inde- 
pendent candidate in the 
Russian parliamentary elec- 
tions early Tuesday as he 
v, as ' driving home in 
Essentuki in the northern 
Caucasus but he was 
unscathed. Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

Alexander Kashcheev told 
Interfax that shots were 
fired at his car from another 
car parked near his home at 
around 2:00 a.m. (2300 
GMT Monday). Two bullet 
holes were later found in his 
car. he *aid. 

Yuri Shein, the interior 
Ministry chief in tssentuki. 
confirmed the shooting inci- 
dent Tuesday, saying a win- 
dow had been shattered in 
Mr. Kashcheev's car and 
inside there were indica- 
Lions that shots had been 
.Ired from a hunting rifle. 

ivtr. Kashcheev, who is 
campaigning in a district 
which includes the city of 
Miner a! nye Vody, stud he 
relieved the incident was 
•inked to his criticism of the 
local mafia and its connec- 
tions with the leadership of 
the Stavropol region. 

He said newspapers in 
Stavropol had recently pub- 
lished articles in which he 
criticised the local authori- 
ties. 

He had received several 
threats against his family, be 
said, and one of his car’s 
brake cables was severed. 

Mr. Kashcheev runs a 
construction company 
called Nuklon. 

The attack was the latest 
in a series of shootings tar- 
geting candidates in the 


Dec. 17 elections to the 
State Duma (lower house). 

Mikhail Lezhnev, a candi- 
date for the centrist bloc 
Our Home Is Russia, was 
found shot dead Friday out- 
side his home in the Urals 
city of Chelyabinsk. 

He was the fourth Duma 
deputy to die violently in 
the past 19 months, and the 
second in a month. 

Meanwhile Russian opin- 
ion pollsters are getting cold 
feet ahead of Sunday's par- 
liamentary elections, faced 
with the difficulty of sam- 
pling trends across 11 time 
zones and a volatile society 
still going through the birth 
pains of democracy and the 
free market. 

In the last general elec- 
ytions on Dec. 12, 1993, 
: ultra-nationalist ■ leader 
t Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
shocked forecasters by stor- 
ming to first place in the 
proportional ballot with a 
massive eleventh-hour 
swing netting him 23 per 
cent of the votes. 

Two years later, Russian 
pollsters are hedging their 
bets. 

“There is so much uncer- 
tainty that I’m not risking 
any forecasts" for Sunday’s 
elections, said Alexander 
Oslon. director of the 
Foundation For Public 
Opinion, one of Russia’s 
leading polling institutes. 

Leonid Sedov, deputy 
director of Vtsiom. another 
top institute, said it was 
“still a matter for debate" 
whether public opinion 
existed in Russia. 

For 70 years, the expres- 
sion of public opinion was 
suppressed under the Soviet 


5 killed in Karachi as 
funerals create tension 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
Three people were shot 
dead in a gunbaitle in the 
Pakistani city of Karachi 
Tuesday shortly before the 
funerals of two slain rela- 
tives of ethnic party leader 
Altaf Hussain, police said.. 

The bodies of Mr. 
Hussain’s brother Nasir. 60. 
and nephew Arif, 28, were 
found tortured and shot 
dead in Karachi Saturday. 

Ambulance workers said 
gunmen had killed an 
unidentified youth in sepa- 
rate firing in the city's 
Tairaouria area Tuesday, 
and police reported another 
death in Orangi town. 

Witnesses said the 
shootout between police 
and gunmen look place in 
district central's 

Liaquaiabad area when 
police tried to stop support- 
ers of the ethnic Mobajir 
National Movement 
(MQM) from going to the 
funeral of Mr. Hussain's 
brother and nephew. 

But police said four gun- 
men in a taxi attacked a 
police armoured personnel 
carrier, whose occupants 
had returned fire, killing 
three of the assailants and 
wounding the fourth. 

Ambulance men said they 
had been unable to enter 
Liaquaiabad where they 
said heavy gunfire was con- 
tinuing. 

Police denied preventing 
mourners from reaching the 
centra] Aziza bad area, the 
venue for the funerals, but 
said they hud mounted a 
heavy security operation for 
the event. 

Witnesses said police and 
paramilitary Rangers had 


sealed off all roads leading 
to the fimeral site. 

‘They are not allowing 
tiny buses and oth^: Jieavy 
vehicles into the district," 
. one witness said, adding 
that many mourners had 
been forced to disembark 
from buses halted at barri- 
cades set up by security 
forces and walk the rest of 
the way. 

Tension mounted in the 
city and all schools and 
markets closed in districts 
central and east for fear of 
violence. 

The MQM accused the 
security forces of killing 
Mr. Hussain’s relatives in 
revenge for the Npv. 23 
assassination of the brother 
of Sind province Chief 
Minister AbduUah Shah. 

The government has 
denied that security forces 
murdered Nasir and Arif 
Hussain and has ordered a 
judicial inquiry. The MQM 
says its men did not kill Mr. 
Shah's brother. 

The MQM called a two- 
day protest strike that paral- 
ysed most activity in 
Karachi, Pakistan's biggest 
city. Sunday and Monday, 
but called off a third strike 
day Tuesday so that trans- 
port would be available to 
take people to the funerals. 

More than 1,800 people 
have died in ethnic and sec- 
tarian violence in the 
sprawling southern port this 
year. 

The government says Mr. 
■' Hussain is orchestrating the 
: unrest from London, where 
he has been living in self- 
* exile since 1992. The MQM 
accuses security agencies of 
persecuting its members. 


Taiwan ruling party 


TAIPEI (R| — A discipli- 
nary committee of Taiwan’s 
ruling Nationalist Party 
decided Tuesday to expel 
•,ivo maverick vice-chair- 
men for campaigning for an- 
■jpnosition pony in recent 
parliamentary elections, an 
MVicial said. . 

He said the committee 
decided to expel Lin Yang- 
Kang and Hnu Pei-Tsun 
because they campaigned 
for the opposition New 
Partv in the elections on 
Dec' 2. 

“We have decided to 
revoke the party member- 


ship of the two vice chair- 
men," the official from the 
Nationalist Part)' evaluation 
and discipline committee 
said by telephone. 

“The committee made the 
unanimous decision. It 
needs to be approved at 
tomorrow’s Central Stan- 
ding Committee meeting.” 
the official added. 

Mr. Lin and Mr. Hau have 
accused President Lee 
Teng-Hui, the Nationalist 
Party chairman, of propa- 
gating the idea of indepen- 
dence for Taiwan. 


regime, and as a result many 
Russians are still reluctant 
to voice public opinion and 
dissent Mr. Sedov said. 

For example, the army’s 
assault on the Russian par- 
liament building to crush a 
rebellion in October 1993 
and the brutal war waged in 
Chechenya since December 
1994 have met with relative 
apathy from a large portion 
of the Russian population. 

The traditional absence of 
democracy and public 
debate has produced a mass 
of voters whose opinions 
are unsophisticated and 
volatile — a tough chal- 
lenge for the polling insti- 
tutes. , 

“The same individual can 
tell us that he is voting for 
Zhirinovsky and that he 
respects (former Soviet dis- 
sident) Andrei Sakharov 
more than anybody else in 
the world — essentially an 
incoherent response.” said 
Mr. Sedov. 

Political sociology is still 
in its infancy in Russia. 

The Vtsiom Institute, a 
pioneer in the field, was 
only set up in 1988 by a 
Soviet Communist Party 
which belatedly started tak- 
ing an interest in the opin- 
ions of the people it ruled. 

Mr. Sedov said former 
Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev was “the first to 
try to carry out reforms by 
taking account of public 
opinion." 

Originally funded by offi- 
cial trade unions and the 
Labour Ministry, Vtsiom 
later became independent, 
and its main clients now are 
companies who use its mar- 
keting surveys to test their 


target consumers. 

Russian polling institutes 
are still far from their 
Western counterpans in 
terms of resources, with 
Vtsiom’s 80 employees 
packed into cramped quar- 
ters with peeling walls in 
the city centre. 

However, institutes are 
becoming more profession- 
al and gaining credibility, 
and like Russians elsewhere 
they are quickly mastering 
Western methods. 

The leading institutes take 
national samples of at least 
1 .600 people, questioned by 
telephone at home. 

The pollsters have learnt 
their lesson from the shock 
success of Mr. Zhirinovsky 
in the 1993 vote, making 
their surveys more repre- 
sentative by including more 
people living in the Russian 
hinterland or on the edge of 
society. 

The Foundation for Public 
Opinion has perfected a 
computer model which 
through a series of compar- 
isons “helps us to gauge the 
political views of those who 
don’t voice them," said 
Oslon, proudly displaying 
the diskette containing the 
magic programme. 

With 43 movements and 
parties in the line-up for the 
Dec. 17 elections, the poll- 
sters know that their credi- 
bility is at stake.' 

While predicting a victory 
for the Communist Party 
they have stressed that only 
just over one-third of the 
electorate has decided how 
to vote. 



Princess Diana (left) is met by former U.S. Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger as she arrives at a Black-tie ben- 
efit gala in New York. At the gala the princess was pre- 
sented with an award for her charity work (AFP photo) 

Diana receives U.S. award 

NEW YORK (R) — Princess Diana, apparently mindful of 
last week’s criticism from British legislators, said in a 
speech Monday night that a government's role in humani- 
tarian work needed more recognition. 

The Princess of Wales joined an honour roll including 
former U.S. presidents. New York governors and other 
powerful figures in receiving the United Cerebral Palsy of 
New York’s, Humanitarian Award for her efforts on behalf 
of philanthropic groups. 

In a 10-minute acceptance speech to 2,000 guests at the 
$ 1 ,000 a plate dinner hosted by the New York charity, the 
princess also said she wanted to share her award with peo- 
ple in the caring professions, such as doctors and nurses. 

“Perhaps there is nor enough recognition given, perhaps 
we are too quick to criticise those who govern and too slow 
to praise them when they do address the social needs that 
are apparent to all of us.” she told dinner guests. 

Organisers said the event raised $2. 1 million for research, 
programmes and services for sufferers of cerebral palsy, a 
devastating brain disease, a record for the charity. 

Last week, a speech she made on behalf of the homeless 
in Britain while sharing a platform with a leading opposi- 
tion figure drew criticism from British government legisla- 
tors. Some said her appearance with the Labour Party 
politician undermined the constitutional impartiality of the 
monarchy. 

The princess, introduced by a past recipient, the former 
U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, shared the awards 
dais with Gen. Colin Powell, the former U.S. chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs Of Staff who considered running for pres- 
ident in 1996. Gen. Powell received the organisation’s 
award for leadership and long public service. 

“This room would not be large enough to accommodate 
all of those who should be here tonight,” said the princess, 
who has said she makes secret nightly visits to patients in 
hospitals. *Tm sure you’ll forgive me if I feel that I must 
share this award with others. Nonetheless, I am extremely 
grateful." •• 

It was the princess's first appearance in the United States 
since declaring in u British Television interview last month 
that she wanted to be Britain’s “queen of hearts". She 
arrived Monday and returns home Tuesday. 
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Moscow Muslims pray holding the Koran and a poster saying “Elections under the 
guns’ thunder is a farce’ ’ on Lubyanskaya Square, marking the anniversary of the 
beginning of the war in Chechenya (AFP photo) 

Opponents of Chechen war mark anniversary 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian opponents of the 
Kre mlin ’s war in Chechenya gathered in 
Moscow to mark the first anniversary of the 
conflict and rally their liberal supporters 
ahead of next Sunday's parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

“Starting a war is very easy. Stopping it is 
much harder” Yegor Gaidar, leader of the 
Liberal Democratic Choice of Russia bloc, 
told the meeting in central Moscow 
Monday. 

He described the year-long conflict as a 
blow not just for Chechenya but also for 
Russian democracy, and said President 
Boris Yeltsin had to bear the main responsi- 
bility for “this terrible tragedy”. 

Despite the war’s unpopularity in Russia, 
Mil Gaidar said it had undermined the polit- 
ical position of liberal reformers in the 
country. “We were not strong enough to 
stop it," be said. 

“If we had really gone out on the streets in 
force a year ago, we could have stopped it," 
said Sergei Yusbenkov, another opponent of 
the war who is head of the outgoing parlia- 
ment’s Defence Committee. 

Mr. Gaidar, an unknown economist, was 
plucked from obscurity by Ml Yeltsin four 
years ago to spearhead Russia’s drive to a 
market economy. He finally quit the gov- 
ernment after elections two years ago led to 
a slowdown in reforms and broke decisive- 
ly with Mr. Yeltsin over Chechenya. 

The war in the small north Caucasus 
republic, effectively still under way at a 
lower level of intensity, has cost the lives of 
more than 2,600 Russian service men and an 
estimated 40,000 civilians. The regional 
capital Grozny is still largely in ruins. 

Three-star General Eduard Vorobyov, 
who was forced out of the army after refus- 
ing to command the Chechenya assault, 
told the meeting of around 1,000 Gaidar 
supporters: ‘Today it js clear this, war 
should never have been started." 

Gen. Vorobyov is standing as a candidate 
for the State Duma on Ml Gaidar’s party 
list The party faces a tough struggle to 


clear the five per cent minimum hurdle to 
make sure it enters the lower house. 

Russia’s leading human rights advocate 
Sergei Kovalyov told the meeting: “This is 
not just a crisis for Chechenya. it is a crisi? 
of federal power, a crisis gripping your 
country and mine.” 

Russian authorities moved extra troops 
and police into Moscow to pairoi the centre 
and keep guard on public buildings against 
surprise raids by Chechen separatists. 

The Moscow rally coincided with a noisy 
demonstration by around 10,000 supporters 
of Chechen rebel leader Dzhokhar Dudayev 
on the streets of Grozny, as Russian tanks 
and helicopters patrolled. 

The rally passed without incident 
although later in the evening Interfax News 
Agency reported a half-hour guobaitie in 
the city around the Russian military head- 
quarters. 

Mr. Dudayev, in hiding in the mountains, 
has vowed to disrupt the voting next 
Sunday. Ruslan KhasbuJatov, the former 
Russian parliament head, pulled out of tire 
race Saturday, saying the election threat- 
ened a shaky truce in place since July. 

That left Moscow-appointed leader Doku 
Zavgayev as the only serious contender, 
rendering the ballot all but meaningless. 

But the bead of the local Electoral 
Commission said voting wouid definitely 
go ahead and forecast a turnout of 60 per 
cent 

Of 420 polling stations throughout 
Chechenya, 39S were ready. Abdul- Kerim 
Arsakhanov told Reuters. But their loca- 
tions were being kept secret for now to limit 
the risk of attacks. 

Few local pedple seem willing to vote, 
however, and the possibility of staging an 
election in rebel territory seems remote. 

Mr. Kovalyov told the Moscow rally it 
was impossible to have a free vote in 
'Chechenya with military' patrols and road- 
blocks. “This election is a provocation.” he 
said Moscow was iu effect demanding 
unconditional surrender by the Chechens. 


Castro makes first-ever trip to Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Cuban Pre- 
sident Fidel Castro arrived 
in Japan Tuesday for his 
first-ever visit, an unoffi- 
cial, 20-hour stopover dur- 
ing which he is slated to 
meet the Japanese prime 
minister and foreign minis- 
ter. 

Mr. Castro’s meetings 
with Prime Minister Tomi- 
ichi Murayama and Foreign 
Minister Yohei Kono 
Wednesday mark the first 
top-level bilateral meeting 
since the 1959 Cuban 
Revolution, Foreign Minis- 
try officials said Tuesday. 

Mr. Castro arrived on a 
Cuban government jet from 
Vietnam after wrapping up 
visits there and in China. 

No Japanese leader or 
cabinet minister has visited 


Cuba since the revolution, 
the Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials said. 

The Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial said Mr. Kono will like- 
ly raise with Ml Castro the 
issues of Cuba's democrafi- 
sation and transition to a 
market economy — issues 
which Mr. Kono touched on 
in a meeting with his Cuban 
counterpart Roberto Robai- 
na during the Cuban offi- 
cial's visit to Tokyo last 
January. 

The biggest issue hamper- 
ing modern ties between 
Tokyo and Havana is 
Cuba’s outstanding debt of 
$2 billion to Japan, one 
ministry official said. No 
payment has been made 
since the debt was last 
rescheduled in 1989. he 


DHAKA (R) — Nearly 
25,000 people rallied in 
Dhaka to show support for 
Bangladesh’s embattled 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia Tuesday after 
she faced down a three dhy 
general strike and a wave of 
political violence, witnesses 
said. 

Participants in the rally 
and a street march of party 
faithful backing the ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Pany (BNP) said the oppo- 
sition’s aim of toppling 
Mrs. Khaleda was a “day- 
dream”. 

“You have nothing to fear,* 
Madame Prime Minister. 
The whole nation is with 
you,” said BNP leader 
Rafiqul Islam Miah. 

“Yes. yes. march ahead,” 
chanted the cheering fol- 
lowers. 

“Better be pragmatic and 
come to a deal with the 
country's most popular 
party in power and share 
your slice of bread in the 
election," said former Dha- 
ka Mayor Mirza Abbas. 

The opposition strike crip- 
pled much of the country 
and sparked violence for 
three days up to Monday in 


a bid to oust Mrs. Khaleda 
and foil election plans. 

A general election is set 
for Jan. 18 but the opposi- 
tion says it cannot be fair 
with Mis. Khaleda in office 
and demands that she first 
hands over power to a neu- 
tral caretaker government. 
The opposition refuses to 
take port in the polls. 

The stoppage ended 
Tuesday with transport 
streaming back on to the 
roads and people able to get 
back to work. 

Pespite the strike’s appar- 
ent failure to unseat Mrs. 
Khaleda, the leader of the 
main opposition Awami 
League, Sheikh Hasina, 
said the stoppage was a 
“tremendous success” reaf- 
firming the people’s lack of 
confidence in the govern- 
ment 

Nearly 150 people were 
injured in bombings, gun- 
fights and clashes during 
the strike. One activist was 
stabbed to death, 

Hasina’s Awami League 
and the allied Jatiya Party 
and Jamaat-E-Islami accuse 
the government of rigging a 
1 994 by-election and of cor- 
ruption. which Mrs. 


said. \ 

A Japanese business deie- j 
gation visited Havana last j 
month and said the debt 
issue impeded progress on j 
trade and investment. \ 

“If the Cuban president, j 
makes any specific propos- jj 
als to resolve the issue, it \ 
would be a step forward in 
improving relations.” the j 
official said. I 

Between meetings with { 
Mr. Kono and Mr. 
Murayama., Mr. Castro is to j 
attend a luncheon hosted by 
the Japan-Cuban Parlia- 
mentarian’s League, headed ] 
by former Foreign Minister ] 
Hiroshi Miisuzuka, the off;- j 
cials said. | 

Cuba and Japan estab- j 
fished, diplomatic ties in 
1929, they said 


Bangladesh loyalists rally against opposition 


Khaleda, denies. 

“Come and test your pop- 
ularity in the election. 
Trying to avoid it under 
flimsy pretexts oniy proves 
lack of self confidence.'' die 
BNP's taunting Tariqul 
Islam told the rally. 

He said the reify turnout 
demonstrated “massive 
public suppen” ror Mrs. 
Khaleda and her party. 
"Feopie love democracv j 
and they want it to be con- 
tinued," he said. 

Witnesses said thousands 
of activists of the BNP’s 
student and labour move- 
ments marched to the rally 
brandishing banners and 
placards, and many 
clutched sheafs of rice 
paddy, the BNP's election 
symbol, in their hands. 

Opposition pities were 
expected to announce a sew 
protest agsndc Tuesday, 
including another strike on 
Dec. 1 7. tiicr last day for reg- 
istering to enter the January 
polls. 

Abdus $a!am Yukkdcr. 
secretarv-gener.j of the 
BNP, said in r, newspaper 
statement he ;tii! hot>ed a 
compromise would .be 
found through negotiation:.. 



I British Santas to 

j get Am erican ‘ho 

| h o hi y class 

l LONDON t (R) — Santa 
! Claus is be ing flown in 
j especially fre ‘in the United 
j States to fc ’-ach British 
! father Christ) nases to be 
more jolly. Toro Valent, 
who has spei K 20 years 
training Santa? t at what is 
billed as the c tidest Santa 
school in the world, has 
been hired by tb * 130-store 
British caialo, gue shop 
chain Index. “Ht ‘ will run a 
one-day school ' for our 
applicants react 'ing them 
how to get the k High right 
and the other do’s and 
tion'ts of the job,” an Index 
spokesman told ti te Times 
newspaper. “Brin isb chil- 
dren are often left cold by 
characters who Io» 3k more 
like Santa flaws fh: va Santa 
Claus. We wanted the best 
Father Christmas in the 
world to help do it proper- 
ly.” die spokesman said of 
Valent, who is from 
Michigan. 

Britons lavis h 
Christmas 
presents on dc *gs 
— survey 

LONDON <R) — Si wen 
out of 10 British dogs will 
be treated to a pre: rent 
under the Christmas hoe 
this year, a survey shov ved 
Tuesday. The pet gift m tar- 
ket is now worth nea fly 
£300 milli on ($460.3 n til- 
lion j and is growing at 10 
per cent a year. Go- ad 
Housekeeping magazii ie 
said. Britons are renownt id 
as doting pet owners ar id 
their gifts this year coul d 
range from beef-flavoure d 
sponge cakes to a £7,50 0 
($11,510) diamond-stud - 
ded dog collar on sale a t 
the exclusive departmen t 
store Han-od’s. The humpy ' 
toy is offered as the perfect • 
gift for dogs who get 
v- over-passionate" with 
cushions and furniture. 

Replica of Cook’s 
ship upsets Maoris 

WELLINGTON (R) — A 
visit to New Zealand by a 
replica of Captain James 
Cook’s sailing ship the 
Endeavour has reopened 
racial wounds, 225 years 
after the vessel first 
anchored here. The $ 1 1.6 
million replica of the 
Endeavour arrived in New 
Zealand from Australia 
Saturday to a warm wel- 
come from Prime Minister 
Jim Bolger and Governor- 
General Dame Catherine 
Tizard. But some Maori 
elders in Gisborne on the 
east coast of the North 
Island urged the Endeavour 
not to visit their region 
because cf what they called 
“atrocities" inflicted on 
Maoris by British explorer 
Cook and his men. 

Phil Collins tops 
pop millionaires in 
survey 

LONDON tR) — Phil 
Collins emerged as British 
rock and roll’s top earner 
last year in a survey of how 
much they make. The top 
10 was dominated by age- 
ing stars with the 44-year- 
old Collins leading the 
Field with earnings of £24.2 
million ($37 million), 
according to the survey by 
music industry analyst 
Cliff Dane. Next came the 
48-year-old Elton John 
with £12.65 million ($19.4 
million) followed by Eric 
Clapton, sting and Annie 
Lennox. David Bowie, Rod 
Stewart and the Rolling 
Stones did not appear in the 
pop millionaire charts 
because their finances are 
based abroad, Dane 
explained. 

Brunei saves 
crowns and Bible 
for Britain 

LONDON (R) — The bro- 
ker of the Sultan of Brunei 
donated to Britain three 
rcya! crowns and a corona- 
tion Bible that had been the 
centre of an export row. 
The crowns and Bibles, 
worth about £1.7 million 
($2.60 million), had been 
the target of eager bidding 
..from foreign buvers. 
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Police and firemen inspect the site where car bomb exploded on the outskirts of Madrid. Five people were killed 
in the ETA attack (AFP photo) ] 

ETA sends wamin Jg to Spain ahead of EU summit 


MADRID (AFP) — With 
its bloody bomb attack in 
Madrid four days before an 
EU summit in the Spanish 
capital, the Basque sepa- 
ratist group ETA has sent a 
clear signal to the govern- 
ment that it remains a force 
to be reckoned with, police 
said Tuesday. 

Six people — all military 
civil servants — were killed 
Monday and about a dozen 
injured in the deadliest 
explosion of its kind in 
Spain in 2- 1/2 years. 

The death loll could even 
go higher as one of the 
wounded was fighting for 
his life Tuesday and four 
others were in serious con- 
dition. 

By detonating the bomb 
just four days before 
European Union (EU) lead- 
ers are due to open a two- 
day summit here. ETA 
served notice that, despite 
recent successes by the anti- 
terrorist police, the sepa- 


ratists still retained a solid 
infrastructure!: • in the city, 
where they hWe traditional- 
ly mounted tibieir most spec- 
tacular raids, i police and the 
press said. 

Press report > quoted some 
police officials as saying 
that Monday 1 s attack was 
part of a new ‘ ‘terrorist cam- 
paign” launched by ETA 
last Nov. 10 in the western 
city of Salanaanca where a 
car bomb ser iously wound- 
ed a army cajjjiaia" 

They said 'the campaign 
could be link eel to the leg- 
islative elecli-3;iiis — sched- 
uled for nex t March — 
which the f conservative 
Popular Party' fPP) is wide- 
ly expected to | win after 13 
years of Social ist rule. 

Thousands c!»f Madrid res- 
idents observe id five min- 
utes of silence; Tuesday in 
memory of (lie victims, 
heeding a call! from city 
hall. Several radio stations 
interrupted liieir pro- 


grammes and civil servants 
filed out of their offices to 
take part in the silent 
protest. 

Madrid Mayor Jose Maria 
Alvarez Del Manzano 
decreed that Tuesday would 
be a day of mourning in the 
city where flags were flying 
at half masL 

Defense Minister Gustavo 
Suarez Pertierra was to 
attend the funeral for the 
victims later in the day. 

In the Basque country, -the 
pacifist group Gesto For La 
Paz also sponsored hun- 
dreds of protest demonstra- 
tions across the region. 

It is not the first time that 
ETA struck at a “symbolic" 
date. 

On June 12, 1985, the day 
Spain signed its admission 
to tbe European economic 
community, ETA, which is 
fighting for the indepen- 
dence of the northern 
Basque region, killed two 
soldiers and a policeman in 


separate attacks. 

The daily El Pais noted in 
an editorial that such spec- 
tacular attacks covered by 
hundreds of journalists “are 
always a prized encourage- 
ment for the killers who 
practice propaganda 

through action” 

In recent years, anti-ter- 
rorist police have disman- 
tled dozens of ETA cells. 

‘‘ETA rearms to greet the 
PP." said the Catalan daily 
La Vanguardia, explaining 
that the ETA offensive 
aimed at “forcing a dia- 
logue” with the conserva- 
tives who are tipped to gain 
power next year. 

But the PP and the entire 
political establishment have 
rejected such a dialogue. 

“Terrorists must under- 
stand that their barbarism 
will meet with no other 
response than law and 
police efficiency,” PP leader 
Jose Maria Aznar warned. 


Sri Lanka refugees caught 


in rebel-army tug of war 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Hundreds of thousands of 
desperate Tamil civilians 
who fled savage fighting in 
the Jaffna peninsula have 
now become caught in a tug 
of war between the Sri 
Lankan government and 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas. 

Both sides say refugee 
resettlement is top priority. 
But the government, fresh 
from its victory in the 
peninsula, wants them to go 
home. The Tigers want 
them to resettle in areas 
which are still rebel-con- 
trolled. “ 

Lawrence Thilakar, 
spokesman for the 
Liberatio n Tig ers Of Tfcmii 
Eelam (LTTE), said more 
thnn 200,000 Jaffna Tamils 
had fled fighting in the 
northern Jaffna pe ninsula 
where the armed forces cap- 
tured the rebel stronghold of 
Jaffna town last week. 

“Our priority is resettle- 
ment,” Mr. Thilakar told 
Reuters Monday night from 
his Paris base w hen a sked 
what plans the LTTE had 
hatched to counter the con- 
tinuing armed forces offen- 
sive. 

The government, eager to 
win hearts and minds, wants 
families to return to their 
Jaffoa homes where a major 
rebuilding operation is 
under way. Masons, carpen- 
ters, cement and roofing 
tiles are being shipped to 
the north. 

When fighting intensified 
in the peninsula in the last 
few months, the refugees 
fled tbe only way they could 
— across a lagoon to a 
Tiger-controlled area 
known as the Vanni in tbe 
north o f the mainland. 

The LTTE, in a statement 
faxed from London 
Tuesday, said more than 

Hosokawa I 


4,000 people were crossing 
to the Vanni each day and 
that LTTE leader Velupillai 
Prabhakaran had ordered a 
“speedy relief package” 
with free transport to any 
point in the Vanni . More 
doctors and jobs would be 
provided. 

It said new towns and vil- 
' lages were * springing 
“almost overnight”. 

But relief workers 
expressed fears Tuesday 
about worsening conditions 
in the camps at rebel-con- 
trolled Kilinochchi and 
elsewhere on the mainland. 
“There are more and more 
people in Kilinochchi. The 
place cannot hold so many 
people,” one said. 

President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga assured 
Colombo-based Tamil lead- 
ers Monday the government 
was doing all.it could to 
alleviate suffering in the 
rebel-controlled camps, 
sending in regular ship- 
ments of food, and 
explained the rebuilding 
operation in Jaffna town. 

But Ml Thilakar said the 
refugees would not return to 
Jaffna from camps south of 
the lagoon and “live under 
occupati on”. 

“The LTTE is supplying" 
free boats, bus transport and 
medical supplies. We have 
given them land to cultivate 
and land to make cottages. 
Already various institutions 
have been established and 
we hope to set up business 
areas.” 

He alleged government 
forces were trying to starve 
the people “into returning 
home. “It would be like 
jumping out of the frying 
pan into tbe fire," he said. 

“The people are not in a 
position to go back under 
military occupation because 


they have seen what hap- 
pened in Batticaloa after the 
STF attack. More than 30 
civilians were killed.” 

Special Task Force (STF) 
police commandos backed 
by army and air force 
ground troops attacked sev- 
eral rebel jungle bases in the 
Batticaloa and Araparai dis- 
tricts over the weekend. 

The military gave no 
casually figures but says it 
lakes all precautions io 
avoid civilian casualties, an 
assertion backed by Western 
relief agencies working in 
the field. 

Mr. Th ilaka r said last 
week the LTTE was concen- 
trating on attacking military 
positions in the north and 
east, their would-be home- 
land in this tiny tropical 
island. 

On Monday he did not 
mention mill lazy operations 
and said he did not know if 
there were any plans for a 
Christmas truce. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka’s 
minority Tamil politicians 
Tuesday expressed dismay 
ar President Kumanmraga’s 
decision to press ahead with 
the military offensive 
against Tamil Tiger rebels in 
the country's north. 

“We are unhappy with the 
decisioo she has taken, 
because a resumption of a 
military operation would 
mean high civilian casual- 
ties," said Murugesu 
Sivasithamparam, the 
leader of the Tamil United 
Liberation Front (TULF). 

Any new offensive 
launched by the military 
would inevitably be in 
densely populated areas, he 
added 

Mrs. Kumaratunga told 
Tamil leaders here Monday 
that they should apply pres- 
sure on the LTTE to agree to 


a truce and that the govern- 
ment was not willing to ini- 
tiate any deal with the 
Tigers. 

Tamil politicians who 
attended a meeting with 
Mrs. Kumaratunga Monday 
said she wante d th em to 
encourage the LTTE to lay 
down arms and mm up for 
talks. The gove rnme nt, she 
said, had “done the maxi- 
mum" it could to bring 
peace. 

“What can we do? We can 
only appeal,” said Mr. 
Sivusithamparam. “We (the 
TULF) certainly ha ve n o 
leverage with the LTTE.” 
Mr. Sivosithumparam's pre- 
decessor. Appapillai 

Amixthalingam, was assas- 
sinated by LTTE gunmen in 
1989. 

Monday's meeting was 
Mrs. Kumaratunga’s first 
with Tamil parties since tbe 
army captured the northern 
town of Jaffoa from the 
Tigers 10 days ago. Jaffna 
had been the capital of a de 
facto state run by the LTTE 
since 1990. 

The president has indicat- 
ed that military operations 
will continue and the next 
priority would be to open a 
land route to Jaffna penin- 
sula through territory cur- 
rently held by the Tamil 
separatists. 

Tamil sources said Mrs. 
Kumaratunga promised she 
would present her peace 
package to a parliamentary 
select committee soon and 
expected Tamil legislators 
to encourage the Tigers to 
negotiate with the govern- 
ment. . 

“I expect others to take 
half the risks mat I take,” 
Mrs. Kumararunga was 
quoted as saying by a Tamil 
politician who was at 
Monday's meeting. • 


U.S. ambassador blasts Burma 


N. Korea warns against U.S. military adventurism 


SEOUL (Agencies) — 
North Korea Tuesday said it 
would take “counterjnea- 
sures" against U.S. military 
manoeuvres with South Ko- 
rea and Japan, accusing Wa- 
shington of plotting an 
attack. 

“Now that the United 
States is scheming to bring 
the military adventure 
against our system into 
practice together with South 
Korea and Japan, we cannot 
but feel exposed to threat 
and will unavoidably have 
to take countermeasures,” 
the North’s . Foreign 
Ministry warned in a state- 
ment 

It did no: say what tbe 
countermeasures would be, 
but denounced U.S. and 
South Korean troops for 
staging a massive joint air 
exercise targeting tbe 
North in December. 

Tbe North’s warning, car- 
ried by its official mouth- 
piece Korean Central News 
Agency, came with South 
Korean Armed Forces on a 
five-month alert against any 
attack from North Korea. 

On Tuesday, the military 


here announce a) plans for a 
massive air nti-df drill Friday 
in and around 5j>eoul to test 
South Korea's^ readiness 
against North Korean air 
attacks. ! | 

On Monday, South 
Korean President Kira 
Young-Sam said the North's 
military now lias the final 
say on important issues 
because Non ft Korean 
President Kiro; D-Sung’s 
son, Kim Jongj-D, has oot 
yet officially su ttceeded his 
father, who clitd in Julv 
1994. ! 

"It has been i more than 
one year since iihe death of 
Kim il-Sung-bij:; no one has 
succeeded himl. 'This means 
the military ha;; taken power 
in North Korea ” the presi- 
dent said. | ) 

He urged Soiujh Korea to 
be ready for; a possible 
emergency on | jtbe Korean 
peninsula, saying: that North 
Korea had deployed almost 
100 warplane', at three 
front-line air :1 loses, from 
where they could reach 
Seoul in five minutes. 

“The North is starving and 
poor,” the president said. 


adding that tbe North’s cap- 
ital Pyongyang, fs not illu- 
minated at night because of 
fuel shortages. 

Alarmed by tbe North’s 
unusual military buildup' 
along tbe demilitarised zone 
(DMZ) which divides the 
two Koreas, Seoul has 
repeatedly warned that 
North Korea may launch an 
attack to avoid a crisis stem- 
ming from economic woes 
and serious food shortages. 

Pyongyang, in turn, has 
accused Seoul of fabricating 
“provocations” by the North 
to divert public attention 
from a political crisis over a 
slusb fund amassed by ex- 
President Roh Tae-Woo, 
who was indicted last week 
on graft charges. 

“The argument about a 
threat from North Korea is a 
graphic expression of its 
hostile policy toward (North 
Korea).” tbe North’s state- 
ment said. 

Tbe statement also urged 
Washington to stop military 
confrontation with the 
North, which it said was 
“sincerely” implementing 
its agreement concluded 


with Washington last year. 

The landmark agreement 
defused a crisis over the 
North’s controversial 
nuclear _ programme and 
" paved the way'Tor normali- 
sation talks between 
Washington and Pyongyang 
for the first time since the 
1950-53 Korean War. 

Meanwhile a North 
Korean foreign exchange 
dealer defected to the South 
with his family Tuesday in 
the latest sign of trouble in 
the Communist-ruled coun- 
try, which is reported to be 
on the brink of famine. 

Choi Se-Ung, his wife and 
two children arrived at 
Seoul's Kimpo .Airport from 
an unspecified European 
country. 

“He said be decided to 
defect because he was dis- 
gusted with the North 
Korean system while work- 
ing in a capitalist country” 
said a spokesman for 
Seoul’s Agency for National 
Security. 

Mr. Choi, 34, would be 
the first Pyongyang foreign 
exchange dealer to defect to 
Seoul. 


S.Korea ’s Kim slams Roh , Chun as 

I i 7 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam bitterly at- 
tacked his two detained pre- 
decessors as “shameless” 
Tuesday and vowed to 
restore national pride. 

But Mr. Kim’s first public 
comments on the political 
scandals engulfing his 
country were immediately 
branded as a whitewash by 
the main opposition party, 
wh\ch demanded Mr. Kirn 
apologise for his links to the 
disgraced ex-presidents. 

Disappointed investors 
sold stock. They had 

expected greater clarity 
from Mr. Kim on a crisis 
that has put ex-Presidenis 
Chun Doo Hwan and Roh 
Tae-Woo behind bars. 

"Instead of coming for- 
ward to repent and beg for- 
giveness for their past 
wrongdoings, they further 
infuriated the people with 
shameless behaviour and 
remarks that are an affront 
to history," Mr. Kim said, 
referring to Mr. Chun and 
Mr. Roh. 

“Setting history to rights 


is a ‘revolution : of honour' 
to recover the ri sition’s self- 
esteem and opsn a bright 
future for our i lation ” Mr. 
Kim said in th e statement 
released by the presidential 
press office. 

Meanwhile, st ate prosecu- 
tors probing a l! 379 military 
coup that thrusi then army 
Major-General Chun to 
power, visited t he home of 
Choi Kyu-Hah , caretaker 
head of state at ihe time. 

Mr. Chun faces mutiny 
charges stemmii ng from the 
putsch. 

Mr. Choi, 76, 1 tad snubbed 
a prosecution summons to 
appear for questioning, cit- 
ing ill health. 

He took over as president 
after the assassination of 
former President • Park 
Chung-Hee. , 1 

It was not clear whether 
Mr. Choi was new cooperat- 
ing with prosecutors. 

Mr. Kira said elite scandals 
were an enormous shock to 
South Korean.'; and had 
damaged the country’s 
international reputation. 

He vowed to. “crush any 


anti-historical and anti- 
democratic challenges” to 
his task of clearing up the 
past. 

Mr. Kim’s statement came 
on the 16th anniversary of 
the 1979 coup that led to ah 
army massacre of pro- 
democracy demonstrators in 
the city of Kwangju the fol- 
lowing May, with an official 
death toll of about 200 peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Cbun threw down a 
challenge to Mr. Kim the 
day before his airesi on 
Dec. 3 by refusing to coop- 
erate with prosecutors prob- 
ingthe putsch. 

Mr, Roh will stand trial 
this month on charges of 
taking $369 million in 
bribes from tycoons to top 
up a vast political slush 
fund which he confessed to 
amassing. 

A spokesman . for the 
opposition National Cong- 
ress For New Politics, at- 
tacked Mr. Kim for failing 
to address his own links to 
Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh. 
“This is only aimed at cov- 
ering up his misdeeds,” a 


‘shameless ’ 

spokesman said. 

In 1990, Mr. Kim merged 
his .opposition party with 
the fuling camp led by Mr. 
Roh and became -its suc- 
cessful candidate in the 
1992 presidential elections. 

Mr. Kim should “repent 
and apologise", the spokes- 
man said. 

Securities brokers said 
investors were disappointed 
by Mr. Kim’s statement, 
which they found to be 
vaguely worded. 

“Tbe market was hoping 
something good would 
come from Mr. Kim’s 
speech, but it was disap- 
pointing because there was 
no clear statement of his 
relationship with the slush 
fond scandal said Robert 
Song of Ssangyong Secu- 
rities. 

Mr. Kim has been accused 
by opposition parties of dip- 
ping into Mr. Rob’s slush 
funds. He has .denied taking 
“a single cent". 

The Seoul Stock Ex- 
change Index of shares 
closed 4.53 points lower at 
943.22 in trading. 


declares 
supportfot 
Hata in 
party race 

TOKYO (AFP) — Former 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa dec- 
lared his support Tuesday 
for fellow former Premier 
Tsutomu Hata in a leader- 
ship election for the oppo- 
sition New Frontier Party 
later this month. 

Tbe announcement came 
only a day after backroom 
party boss Ichiro Ozawa 
said be too would run in 
tbe election following a 
decision by incumbent 
leader Toshiki Kaifo, yet 
another former prime min- 
ister, to bow out <^f the 
race. 

“Hosokawa declared his 
support for Mr. Hata after 
considering the policies of 
tbe two candidates,", a 
political aide said. 

The New Frontier Party, 
the second biggest party in 
the Japanese parliament, 
was set up a year ago 
through the merger of sev- 
eral parties and groups, 
notably the Japan Renewal 
Party formed by Mr. Hata, 
Mr. Ozawa and dozens of 
other lawmakers who 
defected from the domi- 
nant Libera] Democratic 
’ Party (LDP) in 1993. 

Other members of the 
party are from the 
Buddhist-backed Komeito, 
the populist New Japan 
Party which used to be led 
by Mr. Hosokawfc and the 
Democratic Socialist Party, 
which split from the left- 
wing Socialist Party 35 

years ago. 

Campaigning for the 
election starts this week- 
end. Voting is scheduled to 
end on Dec. 26 with the 
results being announced 
two days laier. 

Mr. Ozawa, the political 
strategist- behind two LDP 
cabinets headed by Ml 
K aifo from 1989 as well as 
two non-LDP coalition 
governments formed by 
Mr. Hosokawa and Mr. 
Hata in 1993 and 1994, 
reportedly has the support 
of most lawmakers from 
the party. 


during U.N. human rights action 


UNTIED NATIONS (AFP) 
' — The U.S. ambassador to 
tbe United Nations blasted 
the Burmese government 
Monday as a U.N. commit- 
tee passed a resolution 
deploring the human rights 
situation in that country for 
the fourth year in a row. 

The third committee, 
which approves human 
rights measures before they 
go to the General Assembly, 
adopted it by consensus. 
Tbe Burmese ambassador 
strongly protested the lan- 
guage' of the resolution, but 
did not vote against it. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations, 
Madeleine Albright, said 
Burma’s State Law And 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) was operating 
outside of the law and inter- 
nationally recognised stan- 
dards of human rights. 

She warned that “the 
SLORC should have no 
doubt that it will be held 
responsible for any actions 
that result in physical harm 
or unjust punishment 
against those who have sim- 
ply engaged in tbe peaceful 
exercise of internationally 
recognised rights.” 

Human Rights Watch/A- 
sia issued a statement wel- 
coming tbe resolution but 
criticising tbe General 
Assembly for failing “to 
recommend or commit 
member states to adopt any 
particular actions to press 
for implementation of the 
resolution." 

The human rights organi- 


sation said no countries 
should give incentives to 
trade with or give loans to 
Burma until it improves its 
record, and called for a 
U.N. on-the-ground moni- 
toring of the country “as 
tensions are expected to 
increase over the coming 
weeks and months.” 

Ms. Albright gave as an 
example of continued rep- 
ression the National Con- 
vention to draft a new con- 
stitution, which was held in 
November in Rangoon 
without tbe participation of 
the opposition National 
League For Democracy 
(NLD) party. 

The NLD won the 1990 
elections in Burma but has 
not been allowed to take 
power. NLD delegates, led 
by Aung San Suu Kyi, at 
first boycotted convention 
meetings and then were 
expelled. 

“Following the release 
from detention last July of 
Aung San Suu Kyi, there 
were hopes that tbe 
National Convention 
would, in fact, become a 
meani ngful forum for dis- 
cussion about Burma's 
future,” Ms. Albright said. 

“Instead, the government 
has maintained its habit of 
rigid control, and the few 
representatives of the 
democratic movement and 
of the various ethnic groups 
have been prohibited from 
voicing dissenting views," 
she said. 

The resolution mentions 
the convention, and urges 


the government -to “take all 
appropriate measures to 
allow all citizens to partici- 
pate freely in the political 
process," and to take imme- 
diate steps for democracy. 

Burmese Ambassador 
Win Mra said the resolution 
sponsored by Sweden, 
while more tame than the 
one passed last year, “does 
not accurately reflect the 
prevailing situation” in Bur- 
ma and “will not serve any 
useful purpose.” 

“My delegation rejects all 
the negative elements in the 
draft before us,” he said. 

“These references clearly 
aim to portay the govern- 
ment of Myanmar (Burma) 
as systematically engaged 
in human rights violations. 
It has never been the policy 
of tbe government to con- 
done violations of human 
rights." 

He said the U.N. special 
rapporteur Yozo Yokota, 
who prepared the report on 
which the resolution was 
based, showed "a lack of 
balance and professional- 
ism," and he asked for the 
measure to be thrown out. 

Tbe Burmese ambassador 
said any criticism of his 
government's handling of 
the convention was. 
unfounded, because the 
NLD's non-participation 
“was the result of a premed- 
itated action of one political 
party to mar the successes 
achieved so far" by the 
SLORC. 


Kashmir hostages seen in local garb 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — Four Western 
tourists held hostage by separatist guerrillas 
in Kashmir since July were spotted last 
week near Srinagar wearing local clothing, 
police said Tuesday. 

“Tbe hostages were last sighted on Dec. 7 
wearing Firans (Kashmiri robes) in 
A kin gam village. They were seen guarded 
by the militants,” a senior police official 
told Reuters in Srinagar, summer capital of 
India’s J amm u and Kashmir stale. 

“Authorities have mobilised their local 
sources in southern Kashmir to know the 
whereabouts of the hostages,” said the offi- 
cial, who asked not fo be identified 

The official said the four tourists and their 
captors had periodically been sighted in dif- 
ferent villages in southern Kashmir. 
Akingam is located in Anantnag district, 
about 52 kilometres south of Srinagar. 

Officials said they hoped that Al-Faran 


militants holding American Donald 
Hutchings, German Dirk Hasert and 
Britons Paul Mangan and Keith Wells 
would re-establish contact after breaking 
communication more than two weeks ago. 

“For the last 16 days there has been no 
contact, but we have not given up hope. We 
are still expecting that Al-Faran will talk to 
us and end the crisis.” a state government 
official said. 

Al-Faran has repeatedly broken off talks 
with Indian officials after negotiations have 
derailed, and several times has issued death 
threats. 

The tourists were picked up while on 
trekking holidays in the Himalayan region, 
riven by a bloody five-year-old separatist 
rebellion against Indian rule in which doc- 
tors and police say more than 20,000 people 
have died. 
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Exploring depth of settlement 

PRESIDENT BILL Clinton’s decision to 
dispatch Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher to Syria and Israel in the next several 
days suggests that his talks with Israeli Prime 
Minister S himo n Peres in Washington have 
been fruitful enough to bring fresh optimism 
to the Syrian trade. Several obstades have 
stood in the way of successful Syrian-Israeli 
peace negotiations- till now. The talks be- 
tween the two sides broke down in Jane 
specifically over security arrangements that 
Israeli military strategists have long insisted 
on as a precondition for the withdrawal of 
Israeli army from the occupied Golan 
Heights. 

Now it seems that new thoughts on the 
Issue of mutual security arrangements have 
been brought forward by Mr. Peres to justify 
the resumption of a new round of talks. 
What also could be encouraging in the wake 
of the Israeli prime minister’s talks with the 
U.S. president, and the ensuing telephone 
exchange betweeen Mr. Clinton and his 
Syrian counterpart President Hafez A1 
Assad, is the apparent agreement to explore 
concurrently the multi-faceted negotiations 
between Syria and Israel, including with- 
drawal, normalisation, sharing of water and 
security arrangements. Dealing with the 
various aspects of the Syrian-Israeli track 
simultaneously offers the right opportunity 
to evade patting the cart before the horse for 
both parties when it comes to the search for 
an equitable and lasting settlement. 

Mr. Peres has already indicated that the 
Israeli people know well the extent of the 
compromise that they have to make in return 
for making peace with Syria. There is little 
doubt that what the* Israeli prime minister 
had in mind is a complete Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights in return for normal 
and meaningful relations betweeen the two 
countries. With Mr. Peres enjoying an un- 
precedented high popularity among Israelis, 
he is well poised to deliver on his vision for 
regional stability and prosperity so that the 
foil circle of peace in the Middle East would 
become attainable, hopefully in the next few 
months. 

The Israelis are right to think that a 
settlement with Syria will automatically open 
the way for a broad peace involving the Gulf 
and the Arab North African states (excluding 
perhaps Libya), a development which should 
represent the “final chapter of the Arab- 
IsraeE conflict,” as Mr. Peres would put it. 
pt in order to achieve such goal, the Israelis 
loukl also know that there is a price tag and 
they should be prepared to pay it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in Al Rs’I daily Tuesday criticised Iran for its 
contradictory positions towards relations with the Arab 
countries. While during the Yemeni civil war, Tehran was 
repeatedly heard calling for the preservation of the 
country's unity and accusing the Gulf states of trying to 
divide that country, it has continued to occupy the Arab 
islands in the Gulf, declaring emphatically that these 
islands belong to Iran, said Hosni Ayesh. While claiming 
that it is keen on preserving Iraq’s unity and territorial 
integrity, Tehran has been broadcasting reports about the 
activities of the Iran-backed groups in Iraq which are trying 
to topple the regime in Baghdad, thus paving the ground 
for a civil strife m Iraq, which would eventually help Iran 
achieve its objectives in that country, continued the writer. 
Saying that Tehran has never ceased to claim its support for 
the struggle against Zionists, never stopped claiming that it 
was supporting the Lebanese resistance and reaffirming 
that it will never change its position vis-a-vis Israel and that 
any peace treaty with Israel is totally rejected, the writer 
said the Iranian president has repeatedly announced his 
country will not place obstades in tbe path of peace with 
Israel, and that Iran will not sever relations with Arab 
States that normalise relations with the Jewish state. 

IT IS dear that tbe draft amendments to the Press and 
Publications Law that are circulating among journalists are 
rejected by the journalists and the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion, because they seem to be totally conflicting with the 
present law and because they impose strict rules that limit 
freedom of the press and expression, said Mohammad 
Subeibi in AI Dortour. The writer said that the best way to 
deal with the excesses and violations that might occur, 
espedally in the weeklies, is to set up a special independent 
committee of experts in journalism to come up with strict 
regulations and controls to prevent any excesses. This idea, 
which was originally the brain child of His Majesty King 
Hussein during a meeting with the press recently, would 
help the Ministry of Information avoid any confrontations 
with the press and help enforce tbe present Press and 
Publications Law, continued the writer. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. 


The legislative battles of ’95 
and the issues battles of ’96 



THE END of the cold war 
has brought about world- 
wide political dislocation. 
No country, not even the 
U.S., is immune. For de- 
cades there was one con- 
stant in American politics: 
intense competition with 
the Soviet Union defined a 
bipartisan U.S. foreign 
policy. During that time the 
fear of communist infiltra- 
tion also played an impor- 
tant role in shaping atti- 
tudes on many domestic 
political issues as well. 

From the 1920s through 
the 1960s, opponents of 
organised labour, of the 
civil rights movement of 
African-Americans, of the 
anti-nuclear and pro- 
environmental movements, 
attempted to thwart these 
movements by defining 
them as “communist” or 
anti-American movements. 

It might have been im- 
"agined that, with the de- 
mise of what President 
Ronald Reagan dubbed 
“the evil empire," there 
would be a period of politic- 
al calm. 

The opposite appears to 
be true, however. The diso- 
rientation resulting from 
the end of the cold war and 
tbe passing of the familiar 
nightmare of the “commun- 
ist world” has brought ab- 
out a new and in some ways 
more troubling source of 
fears. 

Americans have turned 
inward. While not fully ar- 
ticulated into a coherent 
ideology, there is abundant 
evidence in American poli- 
tical discourse of an un- 
directed anger. This anger, 
coupled with a deep sense 
of alienation characterise 
many of the conservative 
spokespeople on the right 
wing of the American poli- 
tics. 

Tbe end of the cold war 
is, of course, only one 
source of this disorienta- 
tion. Other sources stem 
from the dramatic changes 
in U.S. society brought on 
by economic factors. 
Throughout the U.S., many 
communities are beginning 
to realise the full impact of 
the tremendous economic 
dislocation of the past three 
decades. 

Tbe entire Northeast and 
Midwest have been drama- 
tically affected by the loss 
of industry. As unions be- 
came powerful, factories 
which dominated the labour 
market in that region closed 
down and moved first to 
Southern states where there 
were no unions, and then 
abroad to Mexico and Asia 
where wages are even low- 
er. 

In their wake tlje de- 
parted industries left unem- 
ployment, cities with de- 
clining economic bases un- 
able to pay for necessary 
services, declining popula- 
tion and young people 
forced to find employment 
outside their home region, 
and with that the breakup 
of neighbourhoods and 
families. 

My home town is a case 
in point. As late as 1960 
Utica, New York, was an 
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industrial-based city of 
100,000 people. Today the 
industry is gone and the 
population has dwindled to 
60,000. With most of its 
educated young residents 
having left to find employ- 
ment elsewhere, the dty 
today is a shadow of its 
former self. 

Neighbourhoods that 
were once middle class 
ethnic communities are now 
poverty-stricken and dotted 
with abandoned homes. 
Wage earners have been 
replaced as die dominant 
social group in many neigh- 
bourhoods by elderly living 
on social security payments, 
the disabled and poor living 
in government-subsidised 
housing projects. And tbe 
breakup of neighbourhoods 
and families has brought a 
revolution in the social 
mores of the whole area. 

Across the U.S. this story 
repeats itself. Even the 
middle class has been riven 
with economic stress. 

It is no wonder that new 
political currents have 
emerged in U.S. politics. A 
confused and distressed 
public seeking clarity has, 
in recent years, fallen prey 
to a number of candidates, 
movements and political 
leaders who have fed off the 
public anger and acted to 
deepen it. 

There were the presiden- 
tial campaigns of Pat 
Buchanan and Ross Perot 
in 1992. Both were popul- 
ists and angry campaigners 
who were both "anti- 
government” and "isola- 
tionist." The trends re- 
flected and fostered by their 
efforts have recently spur- 
red a number of national 
radio and television “talk 
shows.” Hosted by right- 
wing personalities, these 
programmes have become 
extremely popular and 
reach an estimated audi- 
ence of 11 million. 

Even a casual listener can 
read the mood of these 
programmes. They are, for 
the most part, entertaining 
— tbe hosts are skilled at 
transforming anger into 
irreverent, iconoclastic 
humour. Anger at the presi- 
dent, at Congress and the 
government in general, an- 
ger at ibings and groups 
“foreign” to America, and 
anger at the loss of the old 
“certainties" — all drive 
the currents of right wing 
political discourse. 


Today these ideas, name- 
ly isolationism (fear of fore- 
ign involvement) and nativ- 
ism (fear of foreigners), 
have moved from the far 
fringe of American politics, 
where they were in 1992, to 
the centre of the national 
political debate. And they 
have spawned the difficult 
legislative battles that con- 
front Arab- Americans and 
others concerned with the 
future of U.S. domestic and 
foreign policy. 

Over the next few weeks, 
Arab- Americans will be en- 
gaged in an effort to build 
support for U.S. 
peacekeeping in Bosnia, 
maintain support for U.S. 
assistance to tbe Palestinian 
people, oppose efforts to 
restrict immigration and 
deny government benefits 
to legal immigrants arid 
oppose legislation that will 
deny civil liberties in the 
name of countering terror- 
ism. 

In each case we will have 
to confront the angry cur- 
rents of nativism and isola- 
tionism. 

Support for Bosnia 
peacekeeping 

Even with Republican 
support from Senator Dole 
and former presidents 
George Bush and Gerald 
Ford for President Bill Clin- 
ton's decision to send U.S. 
troops as a part of the 
NATO force in Bosnia, 
most members of Congress 
are reporting that calls to 
their offices are running 100 
to 1 against the move. 

With the radio talk show 
hosts and Mr. Buchanan 
and Mr. Perot beating the 
isolationist drums against 
the president, it will be a 
tough, uphill battle to se- 
cure congressional support 
for tbe peacekeeping mis- 
sion in Bosnia. The presi- 
dent has the authority to 
send the troops, and he wfll 
do it. But absent congres- 
sional and public support, it 
may be difficult to sustain 
the mission. 

The White House is fight- 
ing back hard, as is tbe 
strong coalition we have 
built with the cooperation 
with other ethnic, religious' 
and humanitarian groups. 

Aid to tbe Palestinians 

The right wing has re- 
fused to allow some old 
demons to die, and has cre- 


ated new ones to replace 
those it lost with the demise 
of the Soviet Union. For 
some Senators like Jesse 
Helms and Alfonse 
D’ Amato, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation re- 
mains “terrorist” and evil, 
and Islamic groups have re- 
placed communist groups as 
the number one perceived 
threat to the West. 

While the State Depart- 
ment has not wavered from 
firm support for the Palesti- 
nians and has exercised care 
in its definition of Islam and 
Islamic groups in the Mid- 
dle East, the right wing 
commentators and politi- 
cians have found these to be 
attractive issues with which 
to create public fear and 
anger. And so. what ought 
to be an easy issue of $75 
million to support economic 
development in support of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, has become a huge 
battle with the administra- 
tion forced to cede more 
and more ground to the 
Congress in order to get the 
money approved. 

As it currently stands, the 
small amount of aid given 
to the Palestinians is the 
most encumbered and con- 
trolled of all the aid pack- 
ages given by the U.S. 

Anti-immigrant legisla- 
tion 

While some right-wingers 
such as Pat Buchanan have 
called for ending all im- 
migration to the U.S., the 
final compromise readied 
by the proponents of im- 
migration reform in Con- 
gress calls for cutting im- 
migration by 30 per cent. 
The bill currently under 
consideration in Congress 
will make it virtually im- 
possible for citizens to bring 
family members to tbe U.S. 
as new immigrants and it 
will deny social services to 
immigrants who are not yet 
dtizens. One provision that 
passed the Senate, but not 
the House, even proposed 
to eliminate social benefits 
to immigrants who become 
dtizens. 

A strong coalition has 
mobilised to oppose this 
legislation but, given the 
mood of the Republican-led 
Congress, tbe bills will most 
probably pass. After strong 
lobbying, tbe administra- 
tion has gone on record 
promising to veto bills con- 
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which proponents are 
pushing this legislation, one 
might concliM Je that terror- 
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by Arab or W luslim groups - 
And. as experts have testi- 
fied, nothing in the current 
legislation c<; uld have stop- 
ped any of i:hose evil acts 
from occurring. 

Nevertheless, fear is an 
effective mobilising force 
and the air cif panic gener- 
ated by the World Trade 
Centre and iOklahoma City 
bombings continue to influ- 
ence the dc 1 iate in support 
of the anti- ‘terrorism bill. 

A new coiiJition opposing 
the bill was announced last 
week. It i s an unusual 
grouping ini jrhat it spans the 
political sp ectrum from the 
American ' Civil Liberties 
Union to tint: National Rifle 
Association. Arab- 
American:* and Irish- 
American:? are also in- 
cluded in tft e coalition* The 
common thread uniting 
most of the«e groups is con- 
cern that th«sy will be prim- 
ary victims lof the aspects of 
the bill wlitich violate cur- 
rent standa rds of civil and 
political if dihts. 

The legislation will be 
voted on liiext week. 

These legislative battles 
of 1995 foreshadow the 
issues tha|. will dominate 
the political debate in 19%. 
The forces j that derive their 
impetus frr> m fear and isola- 
tionism and nativism will 
continue to- be strong fac- 
tors in tlffio political dis- 
course. Arab- America ns 
and their' iillies will have 


their ageii 
them in hi 
opposition 

No long 
constitu 
Americans 
Americans, 
war world! 
broad and 


;da defined for 
rge measure by 
[ to these groups. 

,:r a single-issue 
|:ncy, Arab- 
will, like other 
in the post-cold 
engage in the 
far-reaching de- 


bate over tl he future direc- 
tion of Airnerica and the 
values that will shape its 
foreign and domestic poli- 
cies. I 


A recipe for further instability 


By G.H. Jansen 

"HYPOCRISY IS the hom- 
age that vice pays to vir- 
tue." according to the great 
aphorist Due de Roche- 
foucauld, if that is true, 
then a falsified election is 
the tactic used by a dicta- 
torship to simulate demo*, 
cracy. That would certainly 
seem to be the case with the 
two-stage parliamentary 
elections recently held in 
Egypt, as is the case in 
many another fraudulent 
elections referendum held 
in a variety of non- 
democratic countries. 

This farce of obtaining 
popular support for a per- 
son who. or a system which, 
is really indifferent to popu- 
lar opinion is a curious 
anomaly. For why should a 
dictator or a one-party sys- 
tem want to get a 95 or 98. 
per cent vote of approval, 
when they know that the 
vote is worthless because 
the result has been 
arranged beforehand? 

Can it be that even the 
most hardened and cynical 
totalitarian really beiives 
that 4k vox populi, vox Dea.” 
that the voice of the people 
is the voice of God? 


A few years ago the 
whole of the non- 
Co mm uni st world used to 
mock and make fun of rhe 
9S-99 per cent vote held in 
Communist countries. Yet 
nowadays, some of those 
same democratic countries 
are accepting and approv- 
ing falsified elections, pro- 
vided that those elections 
are arranged in countries 
with regimes that are 
friendly towards the demo- 
cracies, while falsified elec- 
tions or referenda are 
scorned and dismissed if 
they are arranged by regim- 
es unfriendly towards the 
democracies. 

In other words, there are 
no absolute standards and 
values by which democratic 
practice is judged, but only 
tactical adjustments de- 
pending on relative and 
temporary relationships. 

. Thus, the referendum to 
approve President Saddam 
Hussein in Iraq was written 
off by the West as absurd 
and valueless — because 
President Saddam is anti- 
West and the West is anti- 
Iraq — while the equally 
valueless election in Egypt 
is given at least some value 
and is not dismissed out of 


hand, as it should be, mere- 
ly because President Hosni 
Mubarak is pro- Western. 

Given the benefit of the 
doubt 10 non-dcmocgatic 
and anti-democratic regim- 
es and behaviour simply be- 
cause they are "friendly" is 
in the long-run of the demo- 
cratic perspective eventual- 
ly counter-productive. For 
it is the duty of democrats 
to speak out against non- 
democratic behaviour. 

The quality of elections is 
crudal when it comes to 
evaluating the democratic 
validity of any regime' pro- 
duced by the elections. For 
while the Bard of Avon said 
that “a rose by any other 
name will smell as sweet," 
more descrimination has to 
come into play when eva- 
luating what are supposedly 
democratic elections. A 
"democratic” system that 
is not based on truly free 
and fair elections is demo- 
cratic. 

For example, Egypt 
announced officially that 
317 seats, out of the 444 
seats in parliament, were 
won by the official National 
Democratic Party (NDP), 
while 127 seats were won by 
“independent” or opposi- 


tion candidates, which 
would seem to prove that 
the elections were at least 
tolerably free and fair. But 
when the quality of the in- 
dependence of the “inde- 
pendents” is more carefully 
scrutinised, it becomes 
dear that most of these 
“independents” are in fact 
NDP members who claimed 
to be independent, because 
they wanted to be given 
credit for not being govern- 
ment appointees. And thus 
no less than 99 of those who 
were elected as “indepen- 
dents” immediately re- 
verted to being NDP mem- 
bers after tbe election. 

Therefore, these Egyptian 
elections were not a free 
and fair popular consulta- 
tion and the resultant reg- 
ime of President Mubarak 
is not truly democraic. 

Hence the question: 

Who did the authorities in 
Egypt think they were de- 
ceiving when they rigged 
the elections using “inde- 
pendent” candidates? 

If the Egyptian electorate 
and the friends of Egypt 
abroad accept without pro- 
test a falsified election, it is 
because over the years and 
after many falsified elec- 


tions, the | electorate and 
these friencls have come to 
accept thai nothing better 
ran be expected and that 
]>- denunciation 
luce no change 
ment. 

nice that has to 
that politicised 
■cated Egyptians 
r democratic 
side Egypt will 
granted that the 
egime does not 
sent the popular 
>t, that it has no 
, and so may be 
and, perhaps, 
iolently by non- 
means. 


protest oil- 
would proi 
or improv^ 
But the 
be paid is 

and sophist] 

and thei 
friends out! 
take it for 
Egyptian 1 
really reprd 
will in Egyd 
legitimacy, 
opposed 
overthrown 1 
democratic 


If a state 
the norms' 


does not respect 
of democratic 
behaviour, 1 one cannot ex- 
pect its opponents to do so 
and politics), then becomes a 
free-for-all I with no holds 
barred, wftiicb no govern- 
ment can vrillingly accept. 

In shoo: 1 , the tactics of 
political hj'if ocrisy can work 
for only sti long. As that 

great democrat Abraham 

Lincoln saiicl, “You can fool 
some of the people some of 
of the timo but you cannot 
fool all the people all of the 
time." 


Too few 
queue 


NOT MANY years ago, a 
study on Jordan identified 
the educational systemone, 
which emphasises learning 
by heart, and discourages 
conceptual and analytical 
thinkin g; Le. thinking alto- 
gether, as ope of the main 
handicaps against the 
country's progress. While 
this may have been correct 
then, and in the fill! cer- 
tainty thai measures have 
already been taken to cor- 
rect tbe situation, I venture 
to propose ' another step 
that would contribute 
immeasurably to tbe 
advancement of our soci- * 
ety, not only in the field of 
education, but in other 
walks of life as well. I pro- 
pose that our teachers 
should double their already 
diligent and indefatigable 
efforts to introduce into the 
minds of our young, a con- 
cept which, for centuries, 
appears to have eluded our 
society and remained an 
unfathomable mystery: 
The straight line. 

Observe, if you will, 
what happens every day at 
banks, post offices or gov- 
ernment offices, when a 
Jordanian arrives to trans- 
act some business, and 
finds another ahead of him. 
The newcomer stations 
himself anywhere except 
behind the first Normally 
he stands on the first man's 
right rests his chin on his 
shoulder and permits him- 
self to look on at the busi- 
ness underway, guided by 
the burning desire to probe 
and seek knowledge that 
makes for great scientific 
advancement 
The third person to arrive 
is invariably a student of 
geometry, for he takes up a 
position on the left hand of 
the first forming an almost 
equilateral triangle, and, 
spurred like the second 
man by the quest for dis- 
covery' and his concern for 
his fellow man, be indulges 
himself equally in a deep 
study of the affairs of the 
first person. 

As the line grows, fasci- 
nating interactions occur 
which, for the student of 
human behaviour, offer the 
prospect of an interesting 
study of survival strategy 
and tactics in situations 
that are hopeless but not 
serious. Every now and 
again somebody shouts for 
order and for a straight line 
to be formed. The uniniti- 
ated shuffle shyly into a 
similitude of a queue, 
whereupon the speaker 1 
avails hims elf of the com- 
motion to manoeuvre him- 
self nearer the front Some 
wily veterans, though, are 
wise to the stratagem, and 
they dive swiftly to block ^ 
the speaker and move 
ahead of him. 

Women, always past- 
masters of human psychol- 
ogy, surpass themselves on 
these occasions. They 
arrive com plainin g 

demurely that their conser- 
vatism and correctness pre- 
vent them from s tandin g 
amidst men, and beg per- 
mission to stand against 
the wall at the from of the 
queue. Ooce there, timidi- 
ty is flung to the four 
winds, as they elbow the 
nearest two men in the ribs 
and dive at the receptionist 
to complete their business 
and depart skipping with a 
hey-ho and a bey-no ony- 
no dancing on their lips. 

As the day progresses, an 
infinite variety of geomet- 
rical shapes are formed and 
dissolved — a kaleido- 
scope of hu mani ty. 
Squares are too regular to 
expect; but quadrangles of 
all species of irregularity, 
pentagons, octagons, and f- 
even the occasional sem- 
blance of a circle. Upon 
reflection, maybe we 
should forget the straight 
line and market the study 
of the Jordanian queue as a 
new method of learning 
geometry. 








huuuay shopping— 

it’s never easy, especially 
for finicky shoppers who 
demand nothing less than a 
unique gift or who long for 
a haven of holiday spirit. 
But a trip around town to 
Amman’s plethora of craft 
shops should settle one’s 
holiday hankerings. 

To facilitate you, we’ve 
even come up with an effi- 
cient shopping route! 

Just beyond the First Cir- 
cle, down Rainbow Street 
find Jordan River 
Designs. This beautiful lit- 
tle dwelling is a best-bet for 
gifts for the home. Their 
usual collection includes 
plush bedspreads and 
duvets and splashy throw 
pillows, designed by some 
of Jordan's best designers, 
all handsewn. 

Other home accessories 
include lampshades, bath 
towels, framed mirrors, pic- 
ture frames, traditionally 
embroidered with modem 
flair. 

Especially for the holiday 
season,;. Jordan River 
Design designers have cre- 
ated a handful of fun holi- 
day dinner table acces- 
sories — tablecloths, nap- 

kins and napkin rings, as 
well as handtowels stitched 
in holiday colours. 

Attend a holiday dinner 
bearing gifts — a tasteful 
holiday basket from Jordan 
River Designs should do ( 
the trick — stuffed with hoi- ; 
iday favourites — wine and 
cheese — and a few extras 
such as a pair of wine glass- 
es in holiday colours. 

Jordan River Designs will 
deck the halls for a Christ- 
mas Open House Dec. 15- 
17 and 22-24, with special 
extended shopping hours 
(from 9 a.m, to 9 pm.) on 
these days. 

Continue your holiday 
revefling next door at the 
Bani Hamida House, an 
establishment that hardly 
needs an introduction. 

Bani Hamida commenced 
its holiday happenings 
Dec. 10 and will cany on til 


Jan. 2 selling their distin- 
guished wares — durable 

and exquisite rugs, cush- 
ions and wall-hangings — in 
seasonal colours and new 
designs. 

On to the Second Circle, 
just behind the Lebanese 
Embassy, rests the cozy 
house of hands, A1 Aydi. 
The shop has a handful of 
holiday wares — Hebron 

glass in seasonal colours 
with Christmas motifs 

painted in gold. 

Keepsake boxes covered 
in Damascene jewel -toned 
‘sayeh’ are a tasteful way to 
present a small gift, such as 
jewellery — also available at 
A1 Aydi, and make great 
stocking stuffers. 

Decorate a holiday dinner 
with a new take on 
Jerusalem pottery: these 
special ceramic pieces 

replace traditional blue with 
rich green as the dominiant 
colour. This dinnerware is 
truly Jordanian, hand 

thrown in Salt. 

A! Aydi is also a good 
stop for those shopping for 
collectors. The shop also 
has an extensive collection 


of antique rugs, with a staff 
knowledgeable about the 
history and origin of each 
piece, as well as several 
Interesting handwoven bas- 
kets and a collection of 
embroidered goods from 
both Jordan and Palestine, 
old and new. 

Also find at A1 Aydi a few 
pieces from Ammar Kham- 
mash and Silsal's holiday 
collection (see below). 

Out A1 Aydi's front gate, 
left towards the InterConti- 
nental Hotel, see a sign 
directing you to Bouigah, 
tucked away at the end of a 
small cul de sac. 

Looking for anything 
with holiday motif? Find it 
here. Bourgan is the holi- 
days. Hand embroidered 
holiday pajamas and slip- 
pers for a long winter’s nap, 
for adults kids or babies. 
Neatly embroidered hand 
and bath towels trimmed in 
sayeh. Christmas stockings 
with plenty of room avail- 
able to stuff them — a hand- 
sewn teddy bear in sayeh. 
for example. Holiday wine 
sacks. Christmas orna- 
ments for the tree. 


Bourgan also has a 
plethora of nick-nacks for 
the home such as quilted tea 
cozies and coasters in 
Islamic motifs. Be careful. 
You could get stuck here. 

On to Jabal Weibdeh. On 
the main street leading to 
Du war Hawouz, just oppo- 
site the French Cultural 
Centre and the Cairo- 
Amman Bank, find the 
Green Branch. This little 
shop is the embroidery 
authority. Small but well- 
stocked, the Green Branch 
offers embroidered goods 
from Jordan and Palestine; 
traditional dresses, cushion 
covers in all sizes, jackets 
and vests. Desicn and 


colours vary from tradition- 
al to modem. The Green 
Branch will custom design 
and cut upon request for 
hard-to-fit sizes and hard- 
lo- pi ease people. 

Between the Fourth and 
the Fifth Circle take a left 
after Ideal Systems (look 
for the Macintosh Apple). 
One hundred metres on the 
right, find SLbsal. Jordan’s 
house of pottery where sis- 
ters Rula Atallah and Reem 
Habayeb have been reviv- 
ing the art. 

Stoneware pieces — 

including vases, placeset- 
dngs, napkin rings, candle 
holders, coffee sets and 
bowls — based on Islamic 


art are a comfortable addi- 
tion to any home and are a 
tasteful gift Most pieces 
are in earth tones. All are 
non-toxic, dishwasher and 
microwave safe. 

Each holiday season Sil- 
sal designs a special line of 
seasonal pretties, available 
for a limited time and never 
to be created again. 

This year, Silsal's simple 
holiday pattern displays 
olive branches in muted 
green, interspersed with red 


berries, on stone-grey back- 
ground. Also, red clay can- 
dle holders are a nice accent 
in hallways or on dinner 
tables. They come in a vari- 
ety of shapes and sizes with 
red candles made to fit. ■ ' 

Also, Silsal will gift wrap 
any purchase in environ- 
mentally friendly and recy- 
cled brown wrap, bound in 
red ribbon and strands of 
wheat. 

The Queen Alia Fund 
For Social Development 


(QAF) is also indulging in 
holiday fun with their “Sea- 
son of Joy" exhibition, 
which ends Dec. 12. 

Visit the National 
Ceramics Centre on the 
Hussein Medical Centre 
Street, across from the 
FChalda Gas Station. 

On show are QAFs var- 
ied collection of B a wadi 
rugs and w allhangings, 
batik tablecloths and nap- 
kins. exquisite Petra Pottery 
and other ceramic 
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Merry . 
Christmas 

Happy New Year 

Another Surprise From Your Old Friend 
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What’s On 
at Fuheis Al Ruwaq 

JOIN THE new neighbourhood atmosphere with a 
“Night of Christmas on Stage" from the students of the 
Baptist School at the old Orthodox Church in Al Ruwaq 
at 4.00 p.m. 

From Dec. 17 through 22, there will be a bazaar at the 
Greek Orthodox Church and on Dec. 19, the Noor Al 
Hussein Junior Band will perform festive music also at 
the old Orthodox Church at 4.00 p.m. 

Finally, on Dec. 22 there will be Christmas carolling all 
afternoon, from the YMCA choir members and the 
Young People of the Catholic Church in various parts of 
the Fuheis and Ruwaq neighbourhood. 
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'A Boutique 

rS-SPORTMAX 


( Children’s Wear ) 


Shoes & Accessories 


Shmeisani 663130 & Sweifiyah 821168 


Discount on all Toys, Gifts 
Starting : From 5/12/95 until 31/12/95 
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Boutique 


Jordan Insurance Building - Third Circle 
Tel : 647800 - Amman 
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Heavenly 

havens 

Amman 

sprouts 

out with 

« 

books for 
all tastes 







HEAVEN, TO some, is a 
good bookshop and all the 
time in the world to read. 
And right here in Amman 
you can find a piece of that 
heaven, if you’ve at least 
got the time to read on here. 

When it comes to books 
as gifts, you can hardly go 
wrong. Most people have 
interests, and it is all a mat- 
ter of choosing the right 
subject for the person in 
mind. The problem is 
where to- find the right 
book, 

Although bookshops are 
definitely not sprouting out 
with the speed of fast food 
establishments, there are a 
few good places in Amman 
where you can buy recent 
and varied publications. 

The Jordan Times visited 
four such bookshops: 
Philadelphia Bookshop, 
which is the newest, Shar- 
bain and Amman book- 
shops and Jordan Book 
Centre. 

And with the holiday sea- 
son just around the comer, 
here’s a sample of what you 
can find: 

To start with, the widest 
selection of books for the 
knowledge-hungry can be 
found at Philadelphia, in 


Gardens Sl Here is an 
intellectual’s haven. In 
addition to the store’s range 
of books, there is a library- 
style comer, a roundtable of 
international press and top 
of thd list political and liter- 
ary magazines to browse 
through? But that is all by 
the way. Now for gift 
ideas. 

Know someone who has a 
basic interest for high-level 
arguments but is too afraid 
to reveal his/her naivete? 

Well, here’s a handy gift: 
Philosophy, mythology, 
politics, history, cultural 
and women's studies galore 
at the Philadelphia Book- 
shop. 

From Marcus Aurelius’ 
Meditations, a book that 
-has been around for nearly 
2,000 years, and is jaow a 
best seller, to a recent re-, 
writing of history, neatly 
entitled Armageddon, by 
Clive Pouting. 

Then there are those who 
everyone pretends to under- 
stand: philosophy from 

Jung (Man and His Sym- 
bols; Men, Dreams and 
Reflections) to Wittgen- 
stein. Russell. Popper. Niet- 
zsche, Weber, Foucault and 
the long outdated Freud. 


But to get away from 
these men and their impos- 
ing symbols, there is a 
refreshingly large and up- 
to-date selection of 
women's literature and 
women' studies. Books by 
women, about women and 
for all. 

And yes, within those you 
will find the perfect gift: 
the trilogy of novels trans- 
lated from Arabic to Eng- 
lish by three Arab women 
authors. The set is edited 
from the U.K. by Fadia 
Faqir. Beautiful writing 
contained wi thin non -tradi- 
tional themes and postmod- 
ern approaches to style. 

A sample of other names 
you may find on the 
women’s studies shelf: aca- 
demic gender studies by 
Leila Ahmed: anthropology 
(Veiled Sentiments) by 
Lila Abu Lughod; and “her- 
story” of the Two Queens 
of Baghdad by Nabia 
Abbott in the new and still 
highly relevant edition. 

The cultural studies sec- 
tion holds books of interest 
such as film-making, multi- 
media. postmodernism and 
modem ideology: ideology 
and modem culture: while 
the politics and history sec- 


tions are not confined to 
what the Europeans write 
about the Arabs, bui extend 
shelf space to Arab histori- 
ans and political writers, 
both recent and ancient. 


sical text from the shelves 
of the French books section 
at the Philadelphia book- 
store. 

Art books of every hue 
and medium for the art 
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far 


Friends or family wishing 
theydjad time to leant a lan- 
guage? Philadelphia Book- 
shop and Jordan Book Cen- 
tre stock “teach yourself a 
language" kits (German. 
Spanish. French. Italian and 
Hebrew) complete with 
audii>-tapi.s. At Sharbain 
die cii.phasis i.s on course 
books in German, French 
and English. 

For those who already 
know a foreign language, 
French in particular, a great 
gift would be a French cias- 



enthusiast at all four book- 
shops. Eighteenth, nine- 
teenth and twentieth centu- 
ry European painters, 
Islamic art. and history of 
art 

Sharbain Bookshop 
stocks a colourful series of 
illustrated books on art: 


The Phaidoa Art Series 

covering Goya, Picasso. 
Manet, Rembrant, 

Cezanne. Modigliani. Van 
Gogh and others. 

When it comes to art. 
though, Philadelphia Book- 
shop remembers that it is 
during childhood that 
minds are best cultivated. 
The children’s section, 
therefore, has books detail- 
ing artists' lives and works 
(painting, music, and litera- 
ture). complete with attrac- 
tive graphics, as well as a 
wide range of children’s lit- 
erature from infancy to the 
teens. 

If you know a parent who 
constantly complains about 
having to read to the chil- 
dren at bed-time (when 
she’d rather be watching 
T.V.), here’s a good gift 
solution for the kids: Jordan 
Book Centre stocks 
book/cassette story-telling 
packs, with many titles to 
choose from. 


; ; .i000 rieA: ' 
„ . .. All' 1 995 bestis 



Birthday, Anniversary, or any other occasion ?? 

BOOKS HAKE GBEAT GIFTS 

Art, Classics, Music, bestsellers. 
Also 19th Century 
Lithographs on the Holy land 

Philadelphia Book Gallery 
Wash A1 - Tal Street 
Opposite Tabba'a Mosque 
Telefax: 605861 


And while you’re there, 
why not give that same par- 
ent the gift: Who's Fit to 
Be A Parent? 

Then there is row after 
row of the “Sweet Valley 
Twins” books at Philadel- 
phia Bookshop, making 
great gifts for those pro£ 
lematic teens. 

Know someone who is a 
garden or nature lover, a 
creative herbalist, a veg- 
etable grower? Books on 
these topics make fine gifts, 
and they can be found at all 
four stores. 

For those with particular 
hobbies, namely carpet- 
weaving, rug-buying, jew- 
ellery selection, and pot- 
tery, Sharbain has illustrat- 
ed books with titles such 
Chinese Rags — a buyer’s 
guide, (for your jet-setting 
friend). Tribal . Rugs 
(mother should know what 
she's stepping on). Kil- 
ims — the Complete 

Guide, (maybe it's about 
time you discovered what a 
Kilim is) Rings, (definitely 
not about wheat field extra- 
terrestrial markings) 
Rough Diamonds and 
Creative Pottery. 

Sharbain’s other speciali- 
ty is food. 

Now, you must know 
someone who loves to 
code, or eat, or 
philosophise on food, or all 
three. Yes, you can cook up 
a whole philosophy on food 
because Sharbain has the 
most amazing ency- 
clopaedic-sized book enti- 
tled (simply): Hie History 
of Food. 

This tempting tome tells 
you all about food symbol- 
ism, die mythology of food, 
its history and how it came 
to be that we eat certain 
things. “Coffee and Poli- 
tics ” for example, takes up 
a whole chapter. 

From food to health. 
Have any friends or family 


Body Reform 

y 


4* 


Visit Santa Clause this Christmas at Body Reform 

Wide range of ready made gifts 

ranging from 5JD - 50 JD 

Create your own gifft with the help of our 

experienced staff 

Gift certificates are available 

Free candy for all! 

Celebrate the season with Body Reform 

Body Reform Products: Christmas toiletry baskets, candles, 
candle holders, scented oils, essence burners and pot pourri 
Additional servises include: Facials, sugaring^anicure, pedicure, 
evening make-up and bridal make-up 

5HMBSANI; behind Sultan Cafe next to post office 

5WBH YBt; him at Investment Bank opposite Golden Chocolate 


about their bodies, their 
babies and their brains? 

Books on health, baby 
care and the brain drain that 
comes with life, are avail- 
able at all four stores. 

Eye-catching titles for 
those friends with particu- 
lar woes: Teach Yourself 
Relaxation, (for almost 
anyone you know); Beyond 
Blame — A New Way of 
Resolving Conflicts in 
Relationships (a combined 
present for your married 
friends): How to Win 
Friends and Influence 
People, for the particularly 
ambitious, and finally, one 
that applies to our part of 
the world in particular: 
What's Left To Eat? —3 
book on the safety of food. 

On the same note, a title 
worthy of mention here ifor 
your radical feminist 
friend) is What Makes 
Women Sick — Gender 
and the Political Economy 
of Health. The book is 
available at Philadelphia 
and Sharbain. 

Then there is always 
something for those who 
opt not to think too deeply: 
Amman Bookshop stocks a 
massive amount of best- 
sellers by authors with 
names as ornamental as 
their styles and content 
Georgette Heyer, Ben 
Bova, Dean Koontz, Judith 
Krantz. Faye Kellerman 
and others. 

Amman Bookshop also 
stocks Penguin publica- 
tions, with randomly select- 
ed modem English novels. 

But of more local interest, 
books on the archaeology 
of Jordan, with one impres- 
sive volume on the excava- 
tions of Jabal AJ Qala' enti- 
tled The Great Temple of 
Amman — The Architec- 
ture, a detailed account of 
the architectural nature of 
the Roman temple in the 
Amman citadeL 
And for those of your 
friends with ah eye for 
graphics, Philadelphia 
Bookshop has original lith- 
ographs of the Holyland by 
david Roberts an'd ’Bartlett, 
an appropriate gift at this 
time of year. 

Also of important note is 
the new publication on 
Petra, with photographs by 
A mm ar Khammash. (Is he 
a photographer as well? 
And do the eyes of an 
architect/designer/cu Itural 
engineer extraordinare/and 
now photographer, see a 
different Petra altogether?) 

The great thing about 
book-hunting is that there’s 
always a handful of books 
that belong -to no particular — 
section, but which ma y ” 
sound just right for some- 
one you know. A book on 
the only way to stop smok- 
ing? Quotations for lovers? 

A book on scarves? Well, 
fflaybe for that cousin who 
Stinks she’s got taste. 
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Wednesday, December 13 1995 


A special season for special giving 


NO BETTER present than 
that present which is most 
needed. 

In all , holiday spirits, 
donations to the needy are 
constantly solicited and as 
always, people’s generosity 
is relied upon. This year, 
the Jordan limes decided to 
make your act of giving 
easier by informing you of 
the charity organisations 
available to receive your 
donation. 

The General Union for 
Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) is responsible for 

' , funding 612 societies in 12 
. govern orates in the King- 
dom. 

Of these societies, 196 are 
specialised in certain fields 
such as child care, senior 
citizens, orphans, income 
generating projects, reha- 
bilitation of disabled per- 
sons and health, while 416 
societies work in various 
fields, which include voca- 
tional training, child care, 

■ finan cial help for needy 

’ families, and community 

development. 

N GUVS distributes funds 
according to the amount of 
services contributed to the 
community, as well as the 
field and location of the 
society. 

To donate your items or 
money, call the GUVS and 
/ let them know where you 
would like to have your 
< donation sent. Here’s a 
sample of some of the char- 
t \ itablc societies in GUVS to 
help you choose. 

Child care societies are 
»t funded annually with JD 
£ 300,000 to provide kinder- 

gartens with equipment and' 
games, as well as training 
; for teachers. GUVS pro- 

■ vides care through the dif- 
^ ferent societies to 28,150 
~ children all over the King- 
- dom. 

Income-generating pro- 
v jects for needy families 
. i aims to raise the economic 
standard of living for these 
famili es by encouraging 
‘them to depend on them- 
selves in setting up their 
- own projects. 

“ The loans do not exceed 
*7 JD 700 per individual and 
-- are paid back in easy term 
instalments. 

The loans are granted 
after presention of the nec- 
essary guarantees and proof 
of ability to carry out such 
projects. 

The Charitable Piastre 
project started in 1986 and 
aims to finance the educa- 
7 tion of underprivileged 

children and provide reha- 
bilitation equipment for 

disabled persons. 

As a result of this project 
•„ die GUVS provided finan- 
cial s ipport to 1,130 stu- 
dents at universities as well 
as schools between 1986 

. and 1993.' • 

The Social Cooperation 
Project began in 1986 and 
accepts all kinds of dona- 
tions including food, cloth- 
ing, bedcovers, household 

• equipment, all of which ate 

■ distributed among the most 
V needy societies responsible 

for orphans, senior citizens 
and disabled persons as 
well as directly to under- 
privileged families and 
rural schools located in 
underprivileged areas. 

* This project has helped 
tens of thousands of Jorda- 
nians. •- ■- ■ ■ 

The Rehabilitation Pro- 
ject For Disabled Persons: 
As a result of the high cost 
and accommodation ser- 
vices required, only 40 
societies catering to 3.755 
disabled . persons axe 

■ —involved, in this field -This . 

project finances day care 
centres with unified 
designs, greenhouse pro- 
jects, newspaper stands for 
disabled persons and a joint 
. project with Hussein Med- 
: ical City to teach Jordani- 
. arts occupational therapy. 
Donations to all the soci- 
eties listed below can be 


made through GUVS. 

Beit A1 Amal for the 
multi-handicapped is locat- 
ed in Yajouz, 

The school caters to 100 
children in its boarding 
school, and 50 children in 
the day care centre. It pro- 
vides medical and social 
care, therapeutic and recre- 
ational activities, rehabilita- 
tion and integration of dis- 
abled children into the soci- 
ety. 

The Islamic Boarding 
School for Blind Women 
is located in Muqablen. 
The school which carers for 
20 underprivileged students 
from the different gover- 
norates of the Kingdom is 
the only school for blind 
women in Jordan. 

The school accepts finan- 
cial and in-kind donations 
such as winter clothes for 
children between the ages 
of seven to 18, shoes, food; 
sugar, rice, tea fruits, games 
and dolls. Tel. 756055 
Ibn Sin a for Cerebral 
Palsy provides medical 
care and equipment for 
children suffering from 
cerebral palsy, and has a 
physical therapy centre for 
rehabilitation. Tel. 674634. 

Petra for Disabled Per- 
sons is located in Mans ura, 
Ma’an Governorate. 

The society, which was 
established in 1991. pro- 
vides care for children with 
hearing difficulties and for 
the mentally handicapped 
through social adjustment 
and rehabilitation pro- 
grammes. It also provides 
assistance to the families of 
disabled persons: Tel. 

' 83684 (Mans lira. Ma’an)'. 

Societies working in more 
than one field: Donations to 
the following societies can 
also be made through 
GUVS. 

Women of South Azraq 
for Social Development is 
located in Zarqa. 

The society tr ains women 
on income-generating pro- 
jects. it also provides finan- 
cial and in-kind assistance 
for needy families. 

Balawnah for Charity is 
located in Balawneh, Irbid. 
It is responsible for a day 
care centre, and provides 
financial and in-kind assis- 
tance for needy families. 

AJ Shahabih for Charity 
is located in’ Shahabih. 
Karak. It operates a day 
care centre, provides finan- 
cial assistance for needy, 
families, trains women on 
income-generating pro-' 
jects, gives extensive class- 
es for Tawjihi. 

Salt Islamic Charity 
Society is located in Salt, 
Balqa. The society oper- 
ates two centres: a day care 
centre and a vocational- 
production training centre. 
It also provides financial 
and in-kind assistance for 
needy families. 

Al Za’tary for Social 
Development is located in 
Al Za’tary, Maffaq Gover- 
norate. It operates a day 
care centre and a children’s 
club: a training project for 
agricultural production, as 
well as financial and in- 
kind assistance for needy 
families. 

Ras Muneef for Social 
Development is located in 
Ras Muneef, Ajloun. It 
p lans to provide assistance 
for the famili es of handi- 
capped children, but for the 
time being the society oper- 
ates a day care centre- and 
organises income-generat- 
ing projects for women, 
which include training on 
tricot weaving. The society 
also provides financial and 
in-kind- -assistance- - for- 
underprivileged families. 
Tel: 93-470150, Ras 

Muneef, Ajloun, 

Jerash Women for 
Charity is located in 
Jerash, and specialises in 
training women on income- 
generating projects and 
local handicrafts. The soci- 
ety operates a day care cen- 
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HER MAJESTY QUEEN NOOR 

AL-HUSSEIN SOCIETY 
For The Physically Handicapped 
Invites you to its 

ANNUAL BAZAAR 

atthe 

AMMAN MARK30TT HOTEL 
Monday, the 18th of December, '95 
at 10:30 am 
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A Beit Al Amal therapist conducts vocal exercises with a handicapped child 
(top). Her Majesty Queen Noor greets children at the SOS village in Ihbar- 
bour 


tre and a* local handicraft 
centre. It also provides 
financial and in-kind assis- 
tance for underprivileged 
families. Tel: 452299, 

Jerash. 

Busirah Charity Society 
is located in Busirah, 
Tafileh Governorate. 

The society operates one 
classroom for children with 
bearing difficulties, a day 
care centre and a club, 
vocational training for 
women, as well as financial 
and in-kind assistance for 
needy families. 

The Young Christian 
Society is located in Mada- 
ba,- 

The society operates a 
day care centre, trains 
-women to become finan- 


cially sufficient, and pro- 
vides financial and in-kind 
assistance to Deedy famil- 
ies. 

The Local Support 
Group concentrates its 
efforts on theTalbieh camp, 
located outside the village 
of Jiza. near Queen Alia 
International Airport. 

It has 70 orphans. This 
year, the group hopes to 
build a mother and child 
health centre. The group 
works under the umbrella 
of the Jerusalem Forum. 
For donation information: 
Tel. 823222. 

Religions charity 
organisations 

Armenian Relief Society. 


Tel. 773548, 661695. 

Dar Al Salam (Peace 
Home for Senior Citizens 
and the Handicapped), Tel. 
674318. 

Islamic Centre for Chari- 
ty, Tel. 692787. 

Caritas Charity, Tel 
639032. 

Rosary Sisters Visitation' 
House. Tel. 839594 

Islamic Cultural Society 
for Charity, Tel. 641331 

Mar Mansour Society for 
Children, Tel. 713571 

Les Petites Soeurs De 
Nazareth, Tel. 651227. 

Islamic Society for the 
Care of the Family, TeL. 
895069. 

Young Women’s Muslim 
Association (YWMA). Tel. 
712955. 



ft n T />| 

Ijersal language 





* m 

I It 11 


• ■; -fa 

• -*1^3 

- 

. . X ’A f 


■ - "Is 


™ J I ^ ,M 



£&%*$&** 


Opportunities to : 

- study Arab and Western musie instruments through two programs: preparatory and college 

- obtain internationally accredited certificates and diplomas 

- participate in a variety of ensembles (chamber, full orchestra, choir, concert band 

and Arab music) 

: attend concerts, reeitals, workshops, master classes featuring ' 
internationally renowned music experts and performers. 


NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 




WHERE WOULD the holidays be without hotels and 
restaurants? As if by tradition Amman's hospitality estab- 
lishments and eateries annually plan a December calendar 
chock-full of activities for the young and the young-at- 
heart including the various and sundry fanfares to welcome 
in the new year. 

The Jordan InterContinental Hotel says it has dedicat- 
ed the entire month of December to make its patrons’ holi- 
day season complete. 

On die 14th, the hotel will start with its annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting Ceremony from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

A children's choir will sing Christmas carols, a giant Gin- 
ger Bread House will be on display, and Santa Claus him- 
self is scheduled to make an appearance. 

The hotel will offer complimentary Gliihwein, hot choco- 
late, pudding, minced pies and many other goodies. ' 

Ar the Cafe Boulevard, a wide selection of ginger bread, 
Christmas puddings, Christmas stollen, cakes and choco- 
late will be on sale until Dec. 2S. You can order your holi- 
day turkey and trimmings by calling the folks ar the Food 
& Beverage Department at 641361 exL 5, allowing 48 
hours advance notice. . 

Christmas Eve dinner at El Pasha Restaurant promises a 
four-course dinner, including roast young turkey breast 
stuffed with chestnut giblet sauce, fresh avocado with 
lemon zabaglione, shrimps with French dressing, smoked 
salmon and a surprise dessert. The dinner is for the whole 
family and will feature live entertainment. 

On Christmas Day, the hotel’s Grand Ballroom will be the 
site of a “traditional family lunch," where Santa will be 
handing out goodies and gifts for the children. 

With live music and raffle prizes, families will select 
from a buffet menu of sea food, poached bammour in Belle- 
Vue quiche Lorraine, stuffed ham, roast, roast cold turkey, 
roast sirloin, and lamb ouzi. 

Then on New Year’s Eve patrons have a choice of cele- 
brating at the Grand Ballroom with live music featuring the 
famous singer Sabbah Fakri, a belly dancer and a DJ from 
10:00 p.m. to 12:15 a.m. 

And the entertainment will continue. Some grandiose 
raffle prizes are in the offing including a car and airline 
tickets to InterContinental Hotels in Athens, Bangkok, 
Cairo, Geneva, Hurghada. London, Paris and Vienna. The 
Okaz and Bukhara restaurants will also offer New Year’s 
Eve dining. 

The Amman Marriott Hotel gets in the holiday spirit 
with a giant Christmas tree towering over its multi-levelled 
lobby and a programme of Christmas carols sung by 
schoolchildren from Amman. (The hotel asks that those 
interested call 607607 for a schedule of this programme). 

Also planned, on Dec. 24. is a special “Night Before 
Christmas” ceremony in The Garden, with a bonfire and a 
choir singing your favourite yuletide melodies. 

If baking is not your forte or your oven just happens to be 
on die blink, you might ny La Patisserie which the hotel 
has transformed into a gingerbread house filled with Bucbe 
de Noel (yule log cakes) and Christmas puddings. In fact, if 
you order ahead, the Marriott’ chefs will roast you a turkey 
complete with all the trimmings. . , 

The Marriott also plans .to offer a Christmas dinner, 

Christinas Day lunch. New Year’s Eve Dinner and its 
famous first of the year Breakfast Buffet Extravaganza. 

For the bon vivants II Castello has started offering a set 
luncheon menu for the business sector and the “let's Have 
lunch” crowd. 

The menu provides different courses on a daily basis. It 
includes Italian appetizers, pasta, veal, beef, fish or chick- 
en dishes and desserts. All these accompanied with a free 
glass of sparkling white wine or a glass of Italian or French 
red or white wine. 

The restaurant has been dressed up for Christmas, and 
gourmet food items including oysters, mussels, lan- 


Kafka; grecht, JVLiller, 

All in new editions » 
Amman Bookshop. 


Arabesque Int. announces 
the publication of 
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Andrea Attallah 


now available at 


Amman Bookshop. 
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Just when you thought 
rou had run out of ideas 


Characters 


A new concept shop selling Disney characters in different 
sizes of plush and 




All your sportswear needs just in time for Christmas! 
Dec. 13 and 14, 1995: Celebrate our Third Birthday! 
Don't forget to ask for your free present 

Abdoun Circle - Tel: 861065 
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figurine toys. 

There are the 
Sesame Street char- 
acters. Miekeys. 
Minnies and Don- 
ald Ducks. But the 
best selection is the 
Lion King section, 
that movie with the 
Hamlet-like plot- 
line adapted for 
kids. Whai adult 
didn't cry over the 
tragic dearh of 
Simba’s father? Id 
large plush figures- 
ihere are alT th£ 
characters of the 
movie to choose 
from, starting with 
the evil uncle. Scar, 
to the escapist hip- 
pyish duo, Pumba 
and Tinion. 

(“Akunu matara — it 


from oatmeal, jojoba, aloe vera and the odd but superbly 
nourishing goat's milk soap: bubble bath soaps, fruit 
soaps, animal soaps, bubble bath oils that are Jromather- 
apeutic as well. There’s a selection of essential oils (jas- 
mine. patchouli. 
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clary sage, eucalyp- 
tus, camomile, 

lemon, neroli and 
others) for those 
interested in natural 
medicine: evening 
primrose oils for 
moisturising, toning 
and cleansing the 
skin. For even 
more personalised 
items. perfumes 
according to the 
births ign and can- 
dles that bum down 
to uncover your 
birthstone. 


Tiger Stores 







means no worries”) 
and to the mystic 
baboonish elder. 

Rafiki. A cuddly 

something for adult 
or child. 

The Disney books, which include Lion King, in Arabic 
and in original Disney illustrations are also stocked, as 
well as character straws, mugs, pencils, key-rings... 


Natural Looks 
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Here’s a shop where you can buy just about anyone you 
know a little something. For the environmentally aware. 
Natural Looks stocks toiletries and cosmetics that are 
“Not Tested on Animals.” The products are also natural 
based, and as chemical free as possible. Soaps made 


• A store that’s been 

• 1 around for ages, 

- ' and a great place for 

buying items for 
people with a pur- 
pose in life. For 
, ... . _ , those around you 

with a love for a sport, here’s where you find all types of 

accessories for horse-nders. campers, fitness gurus. 
Sleeping bags for the friend who's always borrowing 
yours, coolers, tents, riding equipment (a whip?) and for 
that person in your life who just won’t exercise because 
she/he is too lazy to leave the house, how about a tread- 

™iJ:p° u . w . on 1 b r e able 10 wrap it up). The store has a 
v-Miery of indoor fitness equipment, sports and outdoor 
wear For the young ones, basketball boards and play- 
ground swings (keep the kids off the streets). Fishing 
equipment for the highly optimistic and swimwear for 

y° u who’s 'spending the holiday season in 
the southern hemisphere. 3 


Hi 


goustines, noix de Petoncle corail, fresh salmon, smoked 
duck. Italian brcsacia. caprese. coffee, framboises. berries 

and cuiTants were being served. 

At the Regency Palace Hotel, kids and parents can enjoy 
a special holiday lunch buffet on Dec. 23 with fun, gifts and 
music. For Christmas eve. the hotel’s A1 Madafa Restau- 
rant is offering dinner buffet and live entertainment by 
Lebanese vocalist Sonia Attieh and belly dancer Hadil. And 
on Christmas Day a lunch buffet will be served, also at the 
Madafa. Up on the Rooftop Al Alali Night Club. New- 
Year's eve will girate in with Hiyam Said and Hadil. 

The Forte Grand Hotel put together a full programme 
starting with buffet luncheons at the Coffee Shop every Fri- 
day, ar which they promise to “look after the kids.” feed 
them with a special buffet of their own and throw in a 
clown as well to keep the tots entertained. On Friday. Dec. 
22, the hotel will offer a children's Christmas party with a 
Christmas show by Renas, a kid’s buffet Christmas good- 
ies and a take-home gift from Santa. Christmas eve dinner 
at the Andalusia Restaurant will be by candlelight with a set 
menu and live entertainment. If Chinese cuisine is your 
fancy, the Forte Grand’s China Town Restaurant is offering 
four special set menus for the season For a unique Christ- 
mas eve experience. Christmas Day lunch will be offered 
at the Coffee Shop, and Santa, still in town, will be there to 
have fun with the whole family. The Coffee Shop will also 
offer a Boxing Day buffet ro extend the Christmas spirit 
and keep the kids entertained. The hotel’s chefs are also 
whipping together Christmas goodies, such as turkeys, 
cakes, panforte, yule logs and even matrons glaces from 
their Box Office. Call 696-511 in advance to order the 
turkey. In store for New Year’s eve is an “exrravagant” 
seven course menu accompanied by live entertainment at 
the Andalusia Restaurant. And New Year's eve dinner will 
be held at China Town Restaurant with a special oriental 
menu. At Jugglers Bar New Year’s eve celebrations will 
rock all night with entertainment by Music Box. The morn- 
ing after you can have your first champagne breakfast of 
1996 at the Coffee Shop or Andalusia restaurants. 

Special menus on Christmas and New Year's eves and a 
party on New Year are planned, and. in tune* with the 
Christmas spirit, D Castello has offered as a “gesture of 
thanks" free lunches and dinners for foreign workers 
belonging to humanitarian organisations and working with 
the needy and the handicapped in Jordan. 

The restaurant has expressed willingness to continue, dur- 
ing the holiday season, ter offer similar services to interest- 
ed oiganisations. It will, the owners say. host a free lunch 
for 10 needy children around Christmas time and is open 
for suggestions. So if you have any. hurry before Santa 
comes. 

As for "Turino in December", the restaurant promises 
“fun and prizes for the whole family and special gala din- 
ners during the festive month”. The programme’s goodies 
include, among others, a Spanish night on Dec. 14 where 
flamenco music and popular songs from Spain, video clips 
of famous Spanish artists and a “special sumptuous" menu 
will mark the fiesta. On Dec. 16, and keeping on the 
Mediterranean shores, a “Street Side Italia” video dips 
from Italy and a popular fair of Italian pasta “made to your 
order”, followed by a main course of chicken, veal or fillet 
of beef and dessert, will be on offer. On Dec. 18. “Eat As 
You Can” means you can eat “anything on the menu”, and 
on Christmas Eve a special dinner with turkey and enter- 
tainment will be offered to party-goers. Christmas day 
promises to create an “atmosphere filled with joy. music 
and live entertainment and a long list menu.” New Yew's 
Eve will usher in 1996 with “liveliness and abundance, live 
bands and a seven-course menu”, “a must" the owners say, 
and “very exclusive.” 


fc:: _■ - 


S J V, a. 


-'j 


O!;- lf 

Mr \ '■ 






News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1995 7 


Dec. 19 is 
a public holiday 

AMMAN (Petra) — All gov- 
ernment ministries and de- 
partments and public institu- 
tions will observe an official 
holiday on Tuesday Dec. 19 
to mark Isra’a Wa] Mi’raj 
(the Prophet Mohammad's 
nocturnal journey to the 
heaven), a communique 
issued by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker said 
Tuesday. 

Abdul Meguid set 
for^econdterm 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid looks 
set for a second five-year 
term in office after winning 
the backing of two-thirds of 
the league’s 22 members, 
sources said on Tuesday. 
League sources said 15 mem- 
bers have already supported 
Dr. Abdul Meguid' s candida- 
ture — Lebanon, Syria, the 

Palestinians, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates. Yemen, 
Somalia. Libya, Algeria, 
Mauritania, the Comoros Is- 
lands and Egypt. Dr. Abdul 
Meguid is due to be sworn in 
for the new term at the pan- 
Arab body's ministerial 
meeting set for March. 

Beirut ready to send 
troops to south 

CAIRO (AFP) — Lebanon is 
prepared to deploy 25.000 
soldiers in the south of the 
country if Israel withdraws 
from an occupied border 
zone, the Lebanese ambassa- 
dor here said Tuesday. 
“Lebanon is seriously con- 
sidering sending 25,000 
troops to assure security in 
the south as soon as Israel 
withdraws its troops.” 
Hishara Damashqiya told 
journalists after meeting 
Arab League chief Esmat 
Abdul Meguid. “The 
Lebanese national resistance 
will continue against the 
Israeli forces as long as they 
occupy South Lebanon, but 
(Beirut) is ready to stop this* 
resistance once the occupa- 
tion is over.” he said. 

Meeting opens on 
refugees 

GENEVA (AFP) — Around 
50 countries and internation- 
al organisations met here 
Tuesday to consider aid for 
more than 3.5 million Palesti- 
' iiian refugees as part of the 
Middle East peace process. 
The working group for re- 
fugees created in 1992 will 
meet until Thursday. It haS 
until now aimed at improving 
die refugees’ living condi- 
tions and collected more than 
$90 million together with 
UNRWA, the relief agency 
for Palestinian refugees. The 
group is considering a series 
of proposals ranging from 
reuniting families, profes- 
sional training and job crea- 
tion projects to infrastructure 
projects, childcare measures 
and public health. 

Militants attack Aden 
movie house 

ADEN (AFP) — Militants 
smashed. the windows of a 
movie house showing a James 
Bond film and tore down a 
poster of a woman, its owner 
and police said Tuesday. 
Police have opened an inves- 
tigation into Sunday's attack 
by a group of bearded men 
and were hunting for suspects 
in the southern Yemeni city, 
but assistant police chief 
Ahmad A1 Muthana down- 
played the attack. “The inci- 
dent, which must not be ex- 
aggerated, is the work of 
fanatics,” Colonel Muthana 
told AFP. 

Kohl letter bomb 
explodes in transit 

BONN (R) — A letter bomb 
addressed to Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl exploded in a post 
office in eastern Germany, 
the federal prosecutor's 
office said on Tuesday. TT»e 
bomb, which had no stamp or 
return address, below up a 
second time as explosives ex- 
perts touched it on Monday, 
the prosecutor said in a state- 
ment. There were no in- 
juries. 

Egypt lauds Bhutto 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
praised on Tuesday the 
efforts by Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto to 
curb terrorism after the 
November suicide bombing 
of Egypt’s embassy in Islama- 
bad. “Bhutto has faced 
seriously and firmly all mat- 
ters linked with terrorism," 
Mr. Mubarak said at his first 
meeting with newiy-eleCted 
deputies from his ruling 
National Democratic Party 
(NDP). 


Parliament voices total support for policies 


(Ci hi tinned from page 1 ) 

expre ssion should be prom- 
oted, I urging the mass media 
to upgrade their performance 
to be. able to reflect the real 
imagis of Jordan locally and 
abroad. He noted that this 
requires the press to act in a 
responsible manner. 

“We also support Your 
Majesty's call for refraining 
from demagoguery, denial of 
achievements, character 
assassination and defamation 
and your affirmation that our 
pulpits should remain com- 
mitted to, the teachings of our 
religion and the principled 
stands; of our nation, dis- 
tanced from extremism and 
the exploitation of religion to 
achieve personal or sectoral 
gains',” he added. 

“The Senate commends 
Your Majesty's continued 
support of our democratisa- 
tion process in an atmosphere 
of freedom and pluralism and 
within la framework of true 
belonging and commitment 
to national higher interests,” 
be said, stressing that demo- 
cracy should in no way mean 
chaos c>r undermining nation- 
al unity and achievements. 

“Thlei Senate pledges to 
you. Your Majesty, that it 
will fi£ht anti-democratic 
forces vrirh their same sword 
and to t4nd those phenomena 
which aife alien to our society 
and the: j values of our nation 
in accordance with the Con- 
stitution and the law,” said 
Mr. Lawzi. 

Mr. i Lawzi also stressed 
that the. Jordanian judiciary 
should have its fair share of 
care anti support to preserve 
its independence and safe- 
guard dozens’ rights. 

Lowest House Speaker Sa'd 
Hayel Srour reviewed in the 
House’s reply to the Speech 
from the Throne Jordan's 
achievements under the lead- 
ership of King Hussein, as 
well as ):fis Majesty's stands 
on Arab causes. 

Jordan, be said, was in the 
forefront ' in all battles of the 
Arab Nation, offering an ex- 
ample to others in self-denial 
and sacrifices, always sincere 
to the principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt launched by the 
King’s igreat grandfather 
Sharif H’iissein Ben AIL 

Jordan offered Palestine all 
it could a nd willingly received 
shocks fluid tragedies as a 
result, and it is still sincerely 
supporting the Palestinian 
people to enable them to 
regain their full rights, in- 
cluding their right to have 


national independence and 
establishing their indepen- 
dent state on their national 
soil, Mr. Srour said. 

He added that Jordan was 
still persevering in all arenas to 
serve the cause of Jerusalem, 
which he described as “the 
diamond of Islam and the 
essence of a just and lasting 
peace, the peace that can 
never be so except with hav- 
ing our Palestinian brethren 
regaining their legitimate 
rights and having Israel with- 
draw from Palestinian land 
and all occupied Arab lands 
in Lebanon and Syria.” 

He said the King raised the 
theme of public participation 

in decision-making and acted 
as a defender of human 
rights, dignity and freedom, 
adding that Jordan was look- 
ing forward to having politic- 
al pluralism taking roots in 
other parts of the Arab 
World. 

“In one part of this great 
Arab World, the tragedy of 
the brotherly Iraqi people 
arises in an unprecedented 
manner.” said Mr. Srour, ex- 
pressing support for the King 
in his pursuit to preserve the 
Iraqi people’s unity and the 
integrity of Iraqi lands, and 
endeavours to end the “un- 
just siege imposed on this 
glorious people which is suf- 
fering the ugliest form of 
suffering, falling victim to 
hunger, sickness and a 
strangling feeling of isolation 
from its brethren.” 

“We are fully confident 
that Your Majesty is exerting 
your utmost to save Iraq from 
its plight, to lift the destruc- 
tive siege and end the unjust 
international sanctions which 
inflicted very serious, un- 
matched damages to the Iraqi 
people. Our hearts and wills 
will remain with our Iraqi 
brethren until their dawn 
arises and their harsh, des- 
tructive suffering comes to an 
end.” Mr. Srour said. 

Mr. Srour said that placing 
Jordan on the international 
economic map requires 
security, stability, modera- 
tion, constitutional democra- 
cy, the rule of law, open 
investment climate and an 
independent judicial author- 
ity. 

He said democracy was a 
source of pride and a way of 
life for Jordan, pledging to 
promote it and stop any pow- 
er impeding it. 

“Democracy is a source of 
our pride and a way of our 
life and we will persevere to 
deepen it and make it more 


mature, without having it 
undermined by voices contra- 
dicting the consensus of our 
people, the Constitution and 
the National Charter. Such 
voices will make us stop them 
from committing the crime of 
Stabbing democracy by abus- 
ing democracy's name 
through constitutional and 
legal means in a country gov- 
erned by justice, the rule of 
law, integrity of the judiciary 
and the separation among the 
three branches of authority,” 
be said. 

He said democracy could 
only be strengthened by hav- 
ing responsible democratic 
practices and by having con- 
tinuous revision of the prog- 
ress of the demoeratisation 
process with the objective of 
protecting the intenia] front 
and national unity from those 
trying to undermine it or 
advocating sedition. 

The House speaker called 
for addressing social and eco- 
nomic unbalances and de- 
veloping the less-fortunate 
areas of Jordan, urging solu- 
tions to the problem of unem- 
ployment and the difficult liv- 
ing conditions facing citizens. 

He also called for activat- 
ing financial and administra- 
tive monitoring in a bid to 
resolve administrative dere- 
liction, favouritism and other 
forms of administrative cor- 
ruption. 

Mr. Srour said mosque pul- 
its should in no way be used 
for other than religious pur- 
poses and should be used to 
preserve national unity and 
stability, rather than for per- 
sonal motivations. 

He also said the House 
believes in the freedom of the 
press, “and views our nation- 
al press as a fourth estate and 
a means of monitoring and 
national dialogue as well as 
responsible expression of 
views and a means to high- 
light modem Jordan's image 
and its great achievements.” 

After delivering the 
speeches, the two speakers 
presented His Majesty with a 
replica of the Parliament 
building. 

The two meetings were 
attended by Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prince Hamzeh, 
Prune Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid. 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Abdul 
Raouf A1 Rawabdek, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Informa- 
tion Minister Khaled A! 
Karalti and other officials. 


t 


Official says expulsion of Iranian is final 
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two foreign ministers was wit- 
nessed by |the Tunisian fore- 
ign minisixr. 

But despite the assurances, 
Jordan, which is closely 
monitoring the quick de- 
velopments and changes in 
the region generally, feels 
that the situation requires de- 
cisive and quick steps to cur- 
tail any attempt at rocking 
the stability of the Kingdom, 


the sources said. 

“Regardless of our 
brotherly relations with 
Syria, when it comes to our 
security we will not tolerate 
any hint of possible tamper- 
ing with our stability to serve 
other countries’ regional 
aspirations,*’ one official 
source said. 

Jordan, the only Arab 
country other than Egypt and 


the Palestinians that has 
signed a peace deal with 
Israel and a firm supporter of 
a solution in Iraq that would 
alleviate the suffering of the 
Iraqi people, realises that the 
regional odds in such cir- 
cumstances make it necessary 
. for Amman to “be very firm 
in sending the right message 
to any country that may feel 
that Jordan can be 
weakened,” the source ex- 
plained. 


Perets urges Assad to move towards peace 


for a new impetus in the 
peace process following the 
telephone conversation be- 
tween Presidents Clinton and 
Assad and in the light of new 
ideas put forward in 
Washington by the Israeli 
prime minister. ” 

Mr. Peres, who was mak- 
ing Ins first [visit to the United 
States sina: the Nov. 4 assas- 
sination of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rajbin pledged in his 
address to Congress to keep 
Israeli partisan politics out of 
the peace process with Syria. 

“To wirij peace is more 
important tjhan to win elec- 
tions,” he said, referring to 
the October 1996 vote. 

* * W e shall try 
wholeheartedly, we shall try 
to forge the peace with Syria 
and Lebanon expeditiously 
so that before the curtain of 
the 20th century will fall, we 
shall see before all of us the 
emergence of a Middle East 
peace,” he said. 

Mr. Peres also called for 
measures to fight internation- 
al terrorism , telling lawmak- 
ers that * k fundamentalism 
with a bomb is the nightmare 
of our age. We have to stop 
it.” 

He also pi'aised U.S. lead- 
ership and told members of 
Congress wh o were preparing 
to hold debate on sending 
U.S. troops :to Bosnia that 
"the world cannot permit it- 
self to be without American 
leadership in these trying 
times.” I 

“You cannot escape that 
which America alone can do. 
America alon«!p can keep the 
world free ana assist nations 
to assume the) responsibility 
for their own late,” he said. 

The Israeli prime minister 
frequently referred to Mr. 
Rabin in his 30-minute 
address and :>aid that while 


(Continued from page 1) 

the slain prime minister was 
no more, his life-long com- 
mitment for peace remained 
alive. 

Mr. Peres, who has pre- 
viously served as prime 
minister and currently also 
holds the defence portfolio in 
the Israeli government, said 
he now was devoted to “only 
one thing: to bear the burden 
of peacemaking.” 

Mr. Peres, appearing on 
the NBC-TV “Today” prog- 
ramme, said he expected Mr. 
Clinton to try to bring Israel 
and Syria together "and not 
let this unusual opportunity 
... run away or evaporate.” 

“We shall taste the life of a 
normal existence in our vicin- 
ity. This is now our major 
consideration,” Mr. Peres 
said at a news conference 
with U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry, who be met 
after holding White House 
talks with Mr. Clinton on 
Monday. 

Mr. Peres repeated the 
main peace theme of his two- 
day visit to Washington: A 
deal with Syria will pave the 
way for all but the most 
hardline of Arab states to 
normalise ties with Israel. 

Mr. Clinton enthusiastical- 
ly embraced Mr. Peres’ vision 
of a new Middle East and 
pointedly praised him as 
“one of the architects of 
Israel’s defence.” 

“The key to a lasting settle- 
ment in the Middle East is 
achieving peace between 
Israel and Syria and Israel 
and Lebanon. Today, Prime 
Minister Peres and I agreed 
to redouble our efforts to 
achieve these goals,” Mr. 
Clinton said Monday. 

“We agreed that to dose 
the drcle of peace, it will take 
more intensive and more 


practical negotiations,” the 
president said. 

The United States, Mr. 
Clinton said, “is heartened 
that Shimon Peres will carry 
on, and together we will work 
to fulfil Yitzhak Rabin’s lega- 
cy.” 

In his address to Congress, 
Mr. Peres recalled the words 
of President Johnson when 
he told Congress after the 
death of John F. Kennedy: 
"All 1 have I would have 
given gladly not to be here 
today.” 

The prime minister told 
Congress that "1 stand before 
you with one overriding com- 
mitment: To yield to no 
threat, to stop at no obstacle 
iii negotiating the hurdles 
ahead in seeking security for 
our people, peace for our 
land, tranquility for our re- 
gion.” 

House and Senate mem- 
bers gave Mr. Peres an un- 
usually long standing ovation 
and continued applauding as 
he made his way out of the 
chamber. 

"I ask you, ladies and gent- 
lemen, for your support and, 
first and foremost, your mor- 
al support,” he said, adding 
that “let me assure you that 
never shall we ask your sons 
and daughters to fight instead 
of us.” 

Not mentioned was 
whether U.S. forces might 
eventually serve as 
peace keeepers on the border 
between Israel and Syria, a 
prospect many in Congress 
oppose. 

Mr. Peres noted that as he 
spoke, Israeli troops were 
withdrawing from Palestinian 
towns on the West Bank 
“never to return as occupier. 
We don't want to occupy 
anybody.” 


Palestinian 
flag in Nablus 

(Continued from page 1) 

from buses which carried 
them from self-ruled Jericho. 

Israel has accelerated the 
handover under which parts 
of the West Bank will be 
transferred to the PLO. Nab- 
lus was the third of six towns 
after Jenin and Tulkarm to 
switch hands. 

Palestinian officials face a 
daunting task keeping order 
in the city. They worry about 
the large number of guns in 
the hands of the public and a 
violent contingent of activists 
from the Fateh faction. 

“We are living in a state of 
security chaos. There are a 
lot of weapons. And we 
reiterate that the Palestinian 
Authority will not allow any- 
one to threaten the 
sovereignty of law and the 
safety and the security of its 
citizens,” said Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim, secretary-general of 
the PNA. 

About 200 Fateh members 
were paid during the eight- 
year uprising against the 
occupation to rule by the 
gun. Despite the peace deal, 
these youngsters ignored 
PNA orders to lay down their 
guns. 

A West Bank commercial 
centre, Nablus fears that de- 
spite self-rule, Israel will 
suffocate their business by 
sealing off Nablus in the same 
way self-ruled Gaza has been 
closed most of the past two 
years. 

There was no sign Tuesday 
of Jewish settlers opposed to 
Palestinian authority. 

On Monday Israeli police 
arrested a group of settlers 
who tried to reach Joseph's 
Tomb in Nablus in defiance 
of an Israeli army order clos- 
ing the town to Israelis. Tues- 
day, a first joint Israeli- 
Palestinian patrol policed 
Joseph’s Tomb, a holy site 
revered by the settlers. 

But in Hebron in the south 
of the West Bank Palesti- 
nians threw two grenades 
Tuesday at an Israeli army 
patrol. No one was hurt but 
police sealed off the town and 
arrested at least eight Palesti- 
nians, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Israeli officials cited 
“security reasons” for the 
early pullout from . Nablus. 

Israeli media .reggjfts said 
the army decided move 
guickly after receiving warn- 
ings that Palestinian hardlin- 
ers planned to attack Israelis 
ahead of their scheduled pull- 
out on Wednesday. 

But the commander of 
Israeli forces in the West 
Bank, General Gaby Ophir. 
said, “Everything went quiet- 
ly, which shows that we were 
right to move up our with- 
drawal.” 

Mr. Abdul Rahim pledged 
to act against lawlessness and 
armed bands in Nablus. 

“The Palestinian Authority 
will be the guardian of your 
security,” he said, blaming 
the years of Israeli occupa- 
tion for "security deficien- 
cies” and the presence of 
large numbers of unreg- 
istered guns in the town. 

After ail night celebrations 
featuring fireworks, dancing 
and nearly constem shooting 
into the air, Palestinian boy 
and girl scouts paraded up 
and down Nablus Tuesday 
carrying Palestinian flags. 


Official explains Jordanian approach to Iraq 
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apparently was his second in 
three months as he had 
travelled to Baghdad with a 
similar message to President 
Saddam in late June, just 
before the King paid a visit to 
France to meet with the new 
President Jacques Chirac. 

The Jordanian initiative to 
provide the Iraqi opposition 
with a forum to open a dia- 
logue among themselves and 
agree on a formula for 
change in Iraq has been 
prompted not only by Presi- 
dent Saddam's refusal to do 
whatever necessary to end his 
people’s suffering but also by 
Jordan's concern to prevent 
any bloodshed that may re- 
sult from the already existing 
disunity among rival factions 
in Iraa (Sunnis, Shiites and 
Kurds), the official ex- 
plained. “Jordan's offer 
stems from the belief that a 
stable post-Saddam era can 
only be attained by untang- 
ling the divide among the 
Shiite Muslim majority in the 
south, the Kurds in the north, 
and the Sunni Muslim minor- 
ity, which is Saddam's power 
base." 

King Hussein met with 
different Iraqi opposition 
leaders in London last month 
and presented his views con- 
cerning the situation in Iraq 
and offered to host a 
gatheirng to discuss arrange- 
ments for changing the cur- 
rent status quo in Iraq which 
“is harmful to Iraqis and to 
us.” said the official. 

While Jordan holds on to 


its initiative of a dialogue 
among the three Iraqi 
groups, it was too early to 
discuss a timetable for any 
possible gathering since “the 
concept, shape, and context 
of such a meeting have not 
yet crystalised," the official 
said. Nevertheless, he sties- ’ 
sed that King Hussein’s in- 
itiative was met with enthu- 
siasm and acceptance among 
some “legitimate leading Ira- 
qi opposition figures.” 

Jordan's concern for Iraq's 
unity in case of any eventual- 
ity of change in its regime and 
its “political conduct towards 
Iraq” is part of Jordan's poli- 
cy “to anticipate events to 
avoid remaining hostage to 
reactions,” according to the 
official. 

He said that on top of 
Jordan’s refusal to sit idle 
while people in neighbouring 
and brotherly country are 
paying the price for their 
government’s mistakes, Am- 
man would also like to pro- 
tea its interests both inter- 
nally and regionally. 

The trade sanctions against 
Baghdad have harmed Jor- 
dan's economy gravely, and 
in more ways than one: They 
had halted free trade with 
Iraq, once Jordan's largest 
trade partner, and over- 
loaded Jordan with addition- 
al financial burdens resulting 
from the exodus of about 
33,000 Iraqis who arrived in 
the Kingdom during the Gulf 
war as well as about 350,000 
Palestinians who were kicked 
out from Gulf States which 
were angered by Jordan's 


stance during the crisis. 

While Jordan still imports 
all its oil from Iraq under a 
special U.N. deal allowing 
the Kingdom to export $450 
million worth of goods, main- 
ly food and medicine, in re- 
turn for its oil supply, Jordan 
has lost about $400 million in 
exports to Baghdad. 

On a regional level, the 
official said that Jordan’s in- 
itiative will only be successful 
if backed by regional parties. 

Saudi Arabia. Egypt and 
Syria have expressed sceptic- 
ism at "the unification of the 
Iraq opposition" under the 
leadership of General Kamel, 
widely seen as a former back- 
bone of the Iraqi regime dur- 
ing its most aggressive tactics 
against Kuwait. 

But the offikaal affirmed 
that Jordan's proposal does 
not entail the nomination of 
Gen. Kamel as the bead of 
any such unified organisation 
to be entrusted with over- 
seeing a "peaceful trans- 
formation” in Iraq. 

He also rejected sugges- 
tions by some Egyptian offi- 
cials that the Jordanian lead- 
ership was aiming to restore 
the Hashemite monarchy to 
Iraq, ruled by King Hussein’s 
cousin King Faisal II until his 
death in a 1958 coup, and be 
dismissed accusations by 
Syria that Jordan was seeking 
to divide Iraq along the lines 
of ethnic groups. 

While Jordan’s priority is 
to ensure Iraq’s national uni- 
ty, other countries are unfor- 
tunately “more concerned 
with regional interests.” 


Serbs release two French pilots 
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armed peace force for Bosnia 
insisted on full freedom of 
movement for his troops and 
warned that anyone trying to 
oppose the mission would be 
“neutralised.** 

“We're not going over 
there as cowboys looking for 
a fight. We're going over 
there as a well-trained, well- 
disciplined, well-led and 
very, very capable force,” 
U.S. Admiral Leighton 
Smith said. "We know what 
our mission is, we know what 
our tasks are and we know 
what the agreement says,” he 
added. 

"Our intent is to live by 
that agreement and we intend 
that the parties to do it as 
well,” Adm. Smith' said in an 
interview with news agency 1 
correspondents. 

“The rules are that our 
force will not be stopped, we 
will not be inspected, we will 
not be checked for ID cards 
and if someone attempts to 
stop us we will deal with that 
in a way that neutralises the 
problem," he said. 

Robust rules of engage- 
ment would allow the 60,000- 
strong force, including 20,000 
U.S. soldiers, to deal “right 
then and right there” with 
any perceived threat from 
snipers or so-called “rogue 
elements" opposed to the 
peace deal, he said. 

“I can assure you that if we 
spot a sniper he will be taken 
out immediately. He will be 
neutralised," Adm. Smith 
said. 

Asked whether that meant 
“kill,” be said minimum 
necessary force would be ap- 
plied but added: “I don't 
intend to fire over their heads 
and we don’t intend to shoot 


Papandreou said ‘stable’ 
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Papandreou died, PASOK’s 
parliamentary group would 
immediately elect a new 
prime minister and if he 
stayed in hospital for long 
then the executive bureau 
would ask him to resign and 
dear the way for his succes- 
sion. 

Opinion polls showed vo- 
ters no longer wanted Mr. 
Papandreou, who swept to 
power as Greece’s first social- 
ist prime minister in 1981, to 
remain their leader. 

Almost 79 per cent of 
PASOK voters asked by the 
independent Alko company 
.said Mr. Papandreou should 
qnit, according to the Dec. 


6-7 poll in the liberal Elef- 
thero Typia newspaper. 

It remains to be seen 
whether the maverick politi- 
cian will decide to step down 
and back a hand-picked suc- 
cessor or let rival factions 
tear at each other. 

Doctors have said it is 
doubtful be could ever folly 
resume his duties and the 
constitution is no help, saying 
a prime minister can only be 
replaced if he quits or dies. 

Former socialist Industry 
Minister Costas Simitis leads 
the race to succeed Mr. 
Papandreou along with De- 
fence Minister Gerassimos 
Arsenis and Interior Minister 
Akis Tsohatzopouios. 


Mubarak says no poll probe 
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Since each district has two 
seats in the 454-seat assem- 
bly, the appeals put 56 seats 
in question. The court is to 
rule on the appeals next 
Tuesday. 

The court already ruled to 
cancel results for 112 seats, 
but the Interior Ministry 
appealed the Judgement. A 
higher court is to judge the 
status of the seats on Mon- 
day. 

Opposition and rights 
groups have called for a new 
vote, saying the ruling party 
won its landslide of 417 
seats using “massive and bla- 
tant fraud." 

Legal sources said the 
courts are likely to uphold 


the vote results and back the 
parliament's sole right to 
judge its own elections. 

By Egyptian law, parlia- 
ment refers any appeals in 
vote results to the supreme 
court for an opinion but in 
the end decides for itself 
whether to uphold or cancel 
them. 

The sources said “hun- 
dreds” of appeals had already 
been filed directly to parlia- 
ment. 

But an Egyptian rights 
group warned on Monday 
that “a parliament which has 
such a sweeping majority of 
the ruling party cannot be 
expected to decide ‘•on the 
legitimacy of its members in 
an independent and impartial 
way." 


to wound.” 

Adm. Smith, commander- 
in-chief of NATO forces in 
Southern Europe, is due to 
take formal command of the 
alliance's Implementation 
Force (IFOR) for Bosnia at a 
handover ceremony tenta- 
tively scheduled for next 
Week at Sarajevo airport. 

The ceremony, set for four 
days after Thursday's plan- 
ned signing in Paris of the 
Dayton peace deal to end the 
war in Bosnia, will see power 
pass to Adm. Smith from 
United Nations Protection 
Force Commander General 
Bernard Janvier. 

In Sarajevo, Bosnian Serbs 
staged a referendum Tuesday 
to bold onto 'the Sarajevo 
suburbs they now control but 
are due to revert to govern- 
ment control — in. a last 
pathetic show of defiance to 
the Dayton peace accord. 

As a steady snowfall blank- 
eted the grimy suburb of 
Grbavica, a depressed air 
bung over the small queues of 
voters waiting in the cold to 
cast thier votes over an issue 
already dismissed by the in- 
ternational community. 

The elderly volunteered 
their thoughts. Bad tempered 
Serb soldiers swore at the 
Western reporters of late 
allowed free passage into the 
Serb-held suburb to cover the 
referendum. 

The vote is intended to 
register deeply felt Serb 
opposition to the agreement 
initialled by the presidents of 
Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia 
last month. 

To tiie horror of the rebels 
who laid siege to the rest of 
the capital for more than 
three 'years, the Dayton 
agreement kills off their war 
aim of treating a separate 
"Serb" Sarajevo. 


Juppe vows 
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communist-led CGT trade 
union, said there was "now a 
single goal: the withdrawal of 
the Juppe plan.” 

The prime minister had 
made concessions to striking 
train drivers on their special 
retirement pension scheme 
and has frozen a five-year 
restructuring plan of the 
debt-ridden state-owned 
SNCF railway company, 
which was bitterly opposed 
by rail workers. 

Social security has an 
accumulated deficit of 230 
billion francs ($46 billion). 
The SNCFs accumulated 
debt is 175 billion francs ($35 
billion). 

Mr. Viannet and Marc 
Blondel, head of the inde- 
pendent trade union Force 
Ouvriere, both said that the 
day of action was “not the 
last throes” of the conflict. 

They spoke before taking 
part in a colourful and noisy 
march through Paris by more 
than 200,000 people, accord- 
ing to CGT estimates. Police, 
however, put the number at 
50,000. 

Mr. Blondel predicted that 
the final nationwide count of 
demonstrators on Tuesday 
would be two million and that 
Mr. Juppe’s bluff would be 
called. The prime minister 
said recently his government 
would not survive if two mil- 
lion took to the streets. 

“I think Mr. Juppe will get 
his answer Tuesday. Mr. Jup- 
pe said two million. I think 
there will be two million peo- 

g le in the street today,” Mr. 
londel said. 

But the le ader of the mod- 
erate CFTC trade union, 
Alain Deleu, said that be- 
cause of the Juppe conces- 
sions, “there is no reason to 
continue the SNCF strike.” 


Guide’s last moments recalled 
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“The spade hit her... again 
and again and again. 

“I remember thinking if 
she's unconscious she’ll 
forget, everyone goes home, 
it's all a bad dream— I don’t 
remember picking up the 
spade, but I hit her on the 
side of the head with the flat 
side, just hard enough to 
knock her unconscious. It 
didn't work.” 

“I hit her again the same as 
before and she slumped side- 
ways. 1 knew she wasn't dead 
because I could still hear her 
breathing, she looked like 
she was asleep." 

Ford said the killing took 
place after a night of heavy 
drinking in the eastern sea- 
side resort Ayia Napa. 

In his statement he de- 
scribed his frantic attempt to 
bury Jensen's body. 

“Out of desperation and 


fear I tried to scrape soil over 
with my hands and feet, one 
of the others threw a-rock on 
her head. I wanted to cry, be 
sick, run, do anything but all 
I could do was scrape soil. 
Nothing in the world seemed 
to exist anymore except 
that." 

PerneU claimed he saw 
Ford killing Jensen by beat- 
ing her in the face and throat 
with a spade and that the tour 
guide had sex willingly with 
Fowler. 

He also alleged his co- 
accused went off with Jensen 
and came back alone. 

“I didn't try to stop them at 
any time because I was fright- 
ened." 

The three soldiers, who 
have denied the charges, 
showed little emotion as the 
gruesome details were read 
out in court. Ford sat with his 
head lowered, Fowler blank- 
faced and Pernell constantly 
scribbled notes to his lawyer. 


British options open in row 


(Continued from page 12) f 

compatible with bis diploma- 
tic status. David Hawkes will 
have to leave the Great 
Jamahiriyah (Libya) before 
25th December," the Libyan 
news agency JANA said. 

The last Arab diplomat to 
be expelled by Britain was 
Khamis A1 Ajili, an adminis- 
trative attache at the Iraqi 
embassy, who was ordered 
out in October in circumst- 


ances similar to the expulsioi 
of Mr. Bazelya. 

Scotland Yard's anti 
terrorist squad has been in 
vestigating the murder las 
month of Ali Abu Zeid, i 
54-year-old Libyan dissiden 
stabbed to death in his wes 
London shop. 

British police have de 
dined to comment on a possi 
ble connection between Abi 
Zeid’s death and the Ubyai 
government. 
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Deficit seen lower despite weak oil prices 


Saudi construction sector grows but debt problem persists 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Saudi construction sector, the 
second biggest after oil, is 
growing after an improve- 
ment in crude prices but the 
government is still indebted 
to, local contractors, accord- 
ing to a bank studypublished 
by. die daily A1 Khaleej. 

Although the government 
has earmarked large funds to 
pay' outstanding dries to the 
contracting companies, many 
still suffer from the debt forc- 
ing them to cut spending and 
jobs, said the study by Henry 
Azzam, chief economist at 
the National Commercial 
Bank, the biggest Sandi 
batik. 

Around three billion Saudi 
rijials ($500 million) in cash 
was disbursed to local con- 
tracts this year while others 
gojt a total of S.S billion riyals 
($1.46 billion) in government 
bonds. 

j*But generally, a number 
on contractors are still 
affected by the delay in pay- 
ment of their dues and are 
suffering from liquidity shor- 
tages and the growing burden 
ofTborrowing from commer- 
cial b anks in the kingdom, " 
said the study. 

1‘Such difficult financial 


conditions of the contractors 
have hurt their ability to com- 
pete m tenders for new pro- 
jects and forced some of 
them to reduce expenditure 
and lay off workers,” it 
added. 

The government debt to 
contracts emerged a few 
years ago, when Sandi coffers 
were hit by the decline in oQ 
prices, large payments for the 
1991 Gulf war and a sharp 
drop in overseas reserves 
caused by persistent with- 
drawals. 


Weak oil prices have 
forced Riyadh to slash state 
spending to nearly $40 billion 
a year from more than $60 
billion in early 1980s. 

This has directly affected 
growth as state spending in 
Saudi Arabia and other Axab 
’Gulf oil producers is the 
wheel of economic activity 
given the relatively limited 
role of the private sector. 

But the private sector has 
started to pick up in reforms 
triggered by the decline in 
erode prices and Saudi eco- 
nomic woes. 

“There is a remarkable 
growth in the private con- 
struction sector in Saudi Ara- 


bia. This is reflected in the 
expansion and building of 
several schools and hospitals, 
new commercial centres, 
offices, hotels, housing com- 
plexes, recreation centres 
and factories,” Mr. Azzam 
said. 

He said the value of build- 
ing contracts jumped by near- 
ly 94 per cent in the first half 
of 1995 over the same period 
of last year. Some 170 con- 
tracts have been awarded in 
1994 and the first half of 199S 
with a total value of more 
than 28.2 billion riyals (S7.52 
billion), he added. 

Mr. Azzam's figures 
showed the contribution of 
the contracting sector to the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) was forecast to grow 
to 40 billion riyals ($10.66 
billion) in 1995 from 39.1 
billion riyals ($10.42 billion) 
in 1994. But its share would 
likely decline to 8.8 per cent 
from 8.9 per cent due to an 
increase of around one per 
cent in the GDP. 

Meanwhile, experts say 
that Saudi Arabia's budget 
has started to regain balance 
and the deficit could further 
decline in the next few years 
as the world's top oil produc- 


er pursues austerity mea- 
sures. 

Although oil prices will 
likely remain weak in the 
near future. Riyadh’s deci- 
sion to adopt a rational 
budgetary policy will keep 
the deficit at a minimum level 
without risking a sharp eco- 
nomic downturn, they said. 


1 'Saudi Arabia appears se- 
ickline t 


rious about tackling the 
budget deficit as it has been 
cut to its lowest level in 10 
years,” a Riyadh-based eco- 
nomist said. 


“If the kingdom sticks to 
its stated policy of rationalis- 
ing expenditure, then the de- 
ficit will even be lower in the- 
next few years and it could 
remain below three per cent 
of the gross domestic product 
(GDP).” 

Saudi Arabia,, hurt by low 
crude prices, had projected a 
budget deficit of around S4 
billion in 1995, less than half 
the 1994 shortfall of nearly 
$10.6 billion. 

But King Fahd said last 
month the actual deficit could 
■bb halved by the end of the 
year due to an improvement ' 
in oil prices. 

The drop in crude prices 


over the past decade has cre- 
ated a persistent budget de- 
ficit in Saudi Arabia. In the 
absence of other major 
sources of income, it was 
forced to seek external loans 
and withdraw from its over- 
seas assets to shore up the 
shortfall. 

The lower income com- 
bined with large payments for 
the 1991 Gulf war to push the 
deficit to a record $33.6 bil- 
lion, which was also financed 
from loans and withdrawal 
from the overseas invest- 
ments. 

The persistence of a large 
deficit spurred a rare call 
from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) last 
year on Saudi Arabia to act. 

“The Saudi government is 
adopting a very active policy 
to redress its econ omy not 
just because of the' IMF call 
but because it believes the 
previous policies no longer 
conform to the current situa- 
tion,” a Saudi banker said. 

“It realises oil prices and 
production will not see any 
major increase in the coming 
y ears . So it has to be more 
careful in spending, develop 
other sources of income and 
urge the private sector to play 


a stronger role,” he added. 

Saudi Arabia is set to 
spend an average $40 billion a 
year until 1999 under its sixth 
five-year development plan, 
much lower than the expendi- 
ture in the previous plans, 
according to bankers. 

They said the spending cut 
would not be at the expense 
of growth as it would be 
offset by an upturn in the 
private sector given incen- 
tives for its local investments 
and plans to privatise key 
public institutions. They re- 
ferred to an average four per 
cent growth in that sector in 
the past three years. 

Another key source of in- 
come is its petrochemical in- 
dustry, which is set to fetch 
more funds due to expansion 
in production. 

' Earnings from chemical ex- 


tain positive growth naltes m 
the next five years duf: to a 
projected upswing in tlpe pri 
vate sector and higher non-oil 
income from chemiais and 
hikes in services fees.i 


“The targeted 3.8 per cent 
growth in the sixth develop- 


ment plan could be aidiieved 
but this depends ma : iiiiy on 
the private sector,';' one 
banker said. 


ports neatly doubled to 4.9 
billion 


lion Saudi riyals ($1.3 bil- 
lion) in the first nine months 
of 1995, the highest ever. 
Revenues will further in- 
crease as production will rise 
to around 25 milli on tonnes 
in 2000 from 20 million ton- 
nes currently. 

Bankers said they expected 
the Saudi economy to main- 


“The budget deficit] could 
also be lower unles:;; there 
was a collapse in oil prices. 
But the outlook here .is that 
prices will stabilise at $15- 
$16. meaning a bit mote than 
$40 billion in annual fncome 
for the' Saudis,” he mdded. 

Saudi Arabia produces 
eight million banes £er day 
and the level will unlik ely see 
any major rise in the near 
future as most of the: growth 
in world demand is bsjmg met 
by independent proefucers. 


There is also the likelihood 
of Iraq's return to the 1 market 
after the end of the: United 
Nations embargo, a factor 
that has combined with the 
excess world supplies' to keep 
prices at nearly 54 below 
OPECs target of at l'uast $21 
a barrel. i 


l 


GATT slips into history 


GENEVA (R) — The 
GATT, revered and reviled 
global trade watchdog, slip- 
ped quietly into history Tues- 
day after five decades of 
pushing the world towards 
the open markets now widely 
seen as a panacea for interna- 


tional prosperity. 

Ht Ad iF 


t’s job too well,” 
said one trade official as dele- 
gates from some 70 countries 
pqlitely applauded the last 
speech at the final meeting of 
the contracting parties to the 
1S&7 treaty that launched the 
GATT onto the world stage. 

“It was an enormous suc- 
cess,” the session was told by 
Renato Ruggiero, director- 

S iieral of the World Trade 
rganisation (WTO) which 
wds boro on Jan. 1 this year 
out of the seventh and last 
“trade round” under the 
GATT. 

it madersaid Mr. Ruggiero 
and Egypt's Ambassador 


Mounir Zahran, chairman of 
the contracting parties over 
the 48th and last year of 
GATT's existence, a central 
; contribution to the huge 
; boom in the global economy 
after World War n.-- 

“Tbe economic growth of 
many countries has been in- 
creasingly stimulated by the 
growth of their trade, a fact 
made possible by the im- 
proved conditions for trade 
that we have realised through 
the various rounds of nego- 
tiations,” said Mr. Zahran. 

Formally the GATT, the 
General -Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
that was both an agreement 
and an ad-hoc organisation 
counting 128 adherents in its 
last months, disappears, 
absorbed by the WTO, on 
Dec. 31. 

By common consent dis- 
putes that marked its final 
years — Latin Americans 
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versus the European Union 
over banana tariffs, Mexico 
against the United States 
over bans on tuna imports — 
will also be consigned to his- 
tory, or taken up again in the 
WTO. 

Members — they were cal- 
led contracting parties be- 
cause the organisation behind 
the agreement did not offi- 
cially exist who have not 
yet finalised entry to the 
more powerful WTO will be 
admitted in the coming 
months. 

.Although it numbers only 
112 countries at the moment, 
the new body expects to have 
at least 155 members within a 
few years representing nearly 
95 per cent of world trade. 

China and Russia, the ma- 
jor, absentees. are knocking 
insistently on its doors. But it . 
was not ever thus. 

Although China udder 
nationalist leader Chiang 
Kai-Shek was a founder 
member of the GATT when 
the first accord was signed in 
Geneva on Oct. 30, 1947, it 
pulled out promptly after* the 
communists took power in 
Beijing in 1949. 

GATT, the country's new 
rulers declared, was a “capi- 
talist club” at the service of 
tiie tycoons of Wall Street 
and the London City and 
irrevocably hostile to real 
freedom and global economic 
justice. 


Moscow, then the capital 
of the communist Soviet Un- 
ion, scorned die fledgling 
body as “a colonialist crea- 
tion bent on ensuring the 
domination of world im- 
perialism over the toiling 
masses in Africa, Asia ana 
Latin America." 

Even the United States was 
not so sure it was a good idea. 
Congress, fearing a more for- 
mal body would put limits on 
its powers to legislate trade 
policy, scuppered proposals 
to turn GATT quickly into an 
international trade organisa- 
tion. 

As former colonies of the 
Western powers won inde- 
pendence Airing the 1950s 
and 1960s, they followed the 
Moscow-Beijing line — 
largely staying clear of the 
GATT as they- built state-run 
or highly-protected ‘ econo- 
mies. 


Shekel slumps to record lows on dollar 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
shekel slumped Tuesday to a 
record low on the dollar and 
dealers said talk of a possible 
devaluation of the Israeli cur- 
rency was turning into a 
“self- fulfilling prophecy.” 

The shekel has fallen by 
'4.1 per cent' since mid- 
October. from 2.9940 shekels 
to the dollar to a new low. of 
3.1160 on Tuesday. 

“The dollar hasn't moved 
in two years. Now there are 
talks of budget cuts, interest 
rate reductions and devalua- 
tion. Since everyone is talk- 
ing about devaluation, it has 
become a self-fulfilling 
prophecy,” a banking source 
said. 

In the past two years the 
shekel-doUar exchange rate 
has barely budged, as tight 
monetary policy spurred de- 
mand for local rarrehcy.Big 
businesses preferred, to take 
out cheaper loans in foreign 


currency and convert these 
currencies into shekels. 

The centra] bank bought 
dollars, often on a large 
scale, to prop up a sagging 
basket of foreign currencies, 
used for pegging the shekel 
rate. 


Businesses complained the 
strong shekel was hurting ex- 
ports and analysts said a de- 
valuation was only a matter 
of time. 


When the U.S. currency 
began coming off its lows 
abroad recently it also streng- 
thened against the shekel. 

This trend gathered steam 


recently when the treasury 
signalled it was Studying 
possible budget cuts. 

The market believes 
budget cuts would prompt 
the centra] bank to ease up 
on interest rates, milking the 
shekel a less attractive cur- 
rency for deposits.; 

“As long as fiscfil policy is 
more restraining, it, will per- 
mit the central ban]<;to be less 
restraining in monetary poli- 
cy,” a spokesman! for the 
Bank of Israel said. 


Lower interest rates would 
naturally cause a decline in 
the shekel, bankers say. 


THE Daily Crossword by Matthew Higgins 


ACROSS 
1 Sandwich type 
5 Transport 
9 Singer Elliot 

13 Roman poel 

14 ' — of Two 
Cities" 

15 Ellipfical 
•1 6 Step 

17 Tooih 

18 Latvian cap.ra! 

19 Sion 

20 U S evangelist 
22 Attorney 

general, once 

24 Dander 

25 Cigarettes 
27 Gives a 

rupdown 

32 Copier essential 

33 Magna — 

34 Adiective suffix 

35 Linemen 

36 Pub game 

37 Tarkenton 

38 Jacket type 

39 L 

40 Sword handles 

41 Engraving 

instruments 

43 Chewy candy 

44 Social insect 

45 Roger 
Bannister, e g 

46 “Author 1 Author'" 
actress 

5i Lillie demon 

54 Author Ambler 

55 Hangman's loop 

56 Object of 
adoration 

57 Indian city 
56 Ill-humored 

59 Unadorned 

60 Villain's look 
6; Like a conger 
62 Mimicking bird 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Pueblo Indian 

2 Author Hunter 

3 Dodger 
outfielder, once 

4 Lyrical poem 

5 Pilfered 

6 Corridor 


7 'Now — me 
down 

8 Perseveres 

9 Eye part 
10 Eager 

it Icelandic 
narrative 
1 2 Gun down 
14 Out of order 

20 Pilsner, lor one 

21 Minor or Ma|C>r 

23 — out 
(manages) 

25 Degrees 

26 Painter Claude 

27 Trading places 

28 Chi- chi 

29 Office factotum 

30 Gladden 

31 Feel 
33 Bistro 

36 Outstrip 

37 Drum s partner 

39 Money supply 

40 Cargo space 



42 East Indian 
sailor 

43 Flooring 

45 Unlidy 

46 Duck 

47 Craving 


48 Ireland 

49 Long ago 

50 Lamb's coal 

52 Dawn 

53 Enlrealy 

56 Big Blue letters 


THE BETTE R HALF 


By Glasbergen 


mu , 



“Give me the remote control! I have 
a finger full of static electricity and 
I’m not afraid to use it!" 


i* 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Ifllka Argtrian 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, •iotorm 
four ordinary words. 


MICHE 



— in 

n 

n 

1 

— Lv—J 

LJ 

LJ 


How tong • Fitly cessans 

before l took ' ' : OJ S*0 Bn ' 

nice you? " ' -row 

V 

rvT 


OWTnbKlMlSraH.K 


□ 

MUIFY 



□ 

□ 

□ 



SMILFY 


' ’Y' > 

□ 




TOZALE 


□ 

mmm 

^ V 


WHAT THE HEFAL.TH 
CLUB OWNER 
WANTED* TCmBE, 


Now arrange the drclgd tetters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cjirtoon. 


Answer; 


v* yt Y Y 1” 

^ A A A A A A A A A, A 


(Answers; tomorrow) 

Ysstenfcv-S ! Jumbles: CHALK LATCH CRAFTY PARISH 

' Answer What Junior became at an earfc .j;ie — 

A "TRACK" STAR 


Peanuts 


I HEARD THE 
CdV&TES HOWLING 
A6AIN LAST NI6HT, 
CHARLIE BROWN.. 


Andy Capp 




Asians 

dominate 

UAE 

banking 

sector 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Indi- 
ans and Pakistanis continue 
to dominate the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) banking 
sector despite attempts to in- 
crease the number of national 
employees, local newspapers 
reported Tuesday. 

Workers from India and 
Pakistan account for around 
57 per cent of the total bank- 
ing employees of nearly 
12,000 while nationals do not 
exceed 9.3 per cent, they 
quoted Humaid Qatami, 
director of Emirates Institute 
for Banking and Financial 
Studies, as saying in a lecture 

“The UAE banking sector 
is facing challenges, mainly 
the reluctance of nationals to 
join this sector,” he said. 

“This is due to the absence 
of a comprehensive plan to 
develop human resources in 
the banking sector, disparity 
in employment policies in 
banks and the absence of a 
social security systems in the 
private sector.’-’ 

The UAE Central Bank 
has instructed the Gulf coun- 
try's 47 banks to employ 
more nationals to reduce re- 
liance on foreigners in bank- 
ing and other sectors. 

But many banks have 
ignored the rails saying local 
employees demand higher 
salaries and lack experience. 

“In some banks, the per- 
centage of national em- 
ployees is near zero,'' Mr. 
Qatami said. 

He noted what he called 
the successful job nationalisa- 
tion drives in the other mem- 
bers of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), with native 
employees in the banking 
sector reaching 82 per cent in 
Oman, 73 per cent in 
Bahrain. SI per cent in Saudi 
Arabia, 37 per cent in Kuwait 
and 13 per cent in Qatar. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY. DECEMBER 13, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Don't permit a dictatorial 
friend to stop you from hand- 
ling your own affairs objec- 
tively today and thereby suc- 
cessfully. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) You are ingenious now 
and will Know bow best to 


add to your present weli- 
wisdo 


being. Use wisdom in spend- 
ing or investing money. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) You have inspired ideas 
today for self-improvement 
so follow through on them. 
An influential friend can be 
of great assistance to you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Contact experts 
who can give you the advice 
and data you need today so 
that you can gain greater 
abundance and happiness. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
If an disagreement has en- 
sued with a partner today, 
don't hold a grudge but 
straighten out the matter 
sensibly. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get advice 
from an expert on how you 
can get support from a bigwig 
for some venture you have in 
mind. Be careful in motion. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Instead of criti- 
cising your mate, plan some 
recreation which will be 
pleasurable. Some Httle risk 
you take later in the day can 
pay off. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) If yon have 
any additions to make to your 
home, this is a good day to 
plan it and get started. Show 
your devotion to those you 
love. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Go over 
any reports or documents 
carefully today for possible 
errors before delivering or 
handing them out. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Avoid spend- 
ing too much for something 
practically worthless in- the 
morning, and save your 
money wisely. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be more gentle 

ffn ornrtn —L _ * * 


in going after what you want 
today, r~ J 


ay, and then you can gain 
it easily, Be charming to dose 
friends and associates. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Get your talents 
working through your own 
energies instead of seeking 
advice, for others are not 
cognizant of your actual posi- 
tion. 








-U 4 " 




* - - m 
: y -v *" 






.v 

'tie 


& " • 


v ' „ 


% 


„'V- 


pn*' 1 ***' 

ID*** 




n-" _ 




■’ 

*"V « y » 


S * 
tom 









tONDOl 


X 


Birthstone of December. Tur- 
quoise — Zircon 
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Former cigarette ad model sues tobacco companies 
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ih|V MIAMI (R) — A former 
***<}fll *ctor who said he modelled 
MU for Winston cigarette ads of 
tiie 1960s and 1970s filled suit 
Monday against three tobac- 
co companies, claiming they 
failed to warn him about the 
dangers of cigarettes. 

Allan Levine, 55, who used 
fae stage name Alan Land- 
ers, filed a civil lawsuit in 
:i:. West Palm Beach, Florida, 
alleging die tobacco com- 
.'' V' panics violated Florida pro- 
' ■ : r : [! ;• duct liability laws by failing to- 
_■ ; V ; label cigarettes as dangerous. 
V.'Mr- Levine has had two op-, 
crations for lung cancer since 

..." “• The suit names as defen- 

dants the companies whose 
.^--.••''products Mr. Levine used 
since be started smoking at 
• v-' '*'■ age nine — American Tobac- 
; r= 'co Co., makers of Lucky 
./'Strike, Brown Williamson 
Tobacco Carp., makers of 
- ..-jl -Kool and R.J. Reynolds 
>■'. Tobacco Co., manufacturer 
,,^of Winston. 


*1 believe that they put out 
a production that is addictive 
and poisoning and it should 
have been labelled.” Mr. 
Levine said. ‘*If you see 
something labelled poison 
you don't use it.” 

“I didn't have the choice. 
They took away my freedom 
of choke,” be added. 

Mr. Levine’s lawsuit joins 
a growing list of legal actions 
ist tobacco companies, 
aates — Florida, Mis- 
pi. West Virginia and 
Minnesota — have pending 
lawsuits to force the com- 
panies to pay for medical 
costs incurred by smokers. 

Mr. Levine's lawyer. 
Woody Wilner, said the 
actor’s case is one of more 
than 100 individual lawsuits 
filed in various Florida juris- 
dictions challenging tobacco 
companies for alleged viola- 
tions of Florida product 
liability laws. 

Mr. Wilner said the lawsuit 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
. rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tuesday. 

One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 
Gold (ounce) 


1. 3772/82 
1.4482/92 
1.6212/22 
1.1744/54 
29.74/78 
4.9916/66 
1598.4/9.9 
101.70/80 
6.7080/80 
6.3910/60 
5.6094/94 
1.4145/55 
0.7402/07 
7.7340/50 

$1 .5320/30 
$388.90/389.40 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 
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claims the tobacco companies 
deliberately misrepresented 
their cigarettes “by telling 
people they were okay when 
they weren't. 

"This is a dear violation of 
the product liability laws,*' he 
said. "You have got to put a 
valid and correct warning on 
your product. You can’t 
fudge it, you can't fib about 
it.” 

In modelling for R.J. 
Reynolds* Winston 
cigarettes, Mr. Levine said be 


appeared in print and bill- 
board ads picturing healthy, 
family-oriented activities. He 
said he was asked to smoke 
the cigarettes to make them 
look a certain way for the 
cameras. 

“I smoked all day long. I 
would have to smoke it and 
get the ash perfect. It had to 
look very appealing,” be 
said. 

Mr. Levine, a resident of 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
said his vocal conk were pa- 


SPA: China tops 
software piracy list 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Pirated software in China 
represents some 98 per cent 
of the country's market, but 
illegal copying in Japan and 
other wealthy countries is 
more costly to manufactur- 
ers, a trade group said Mon- 
day. 

The Software Publishers 
Association (SPA’s) annual 
report on global software 
piracy said China was the 
world’s worst violator in per- 
centage terms, costing legiti- 
mate software makers some 
$188 million in 1994. 

But in Japan, the piracy 
rate was 56 per cent and lax 
enforcement practices cost 
software publishers more 
than SI 3 billion, the single 
largest country loss, the re- 
port said. 

In the United States, pi- 
rated software was estimated 
to be 25 per cent of the 
market in 1994, down from 
40 per cent a year earlier. 
.Losses were estimated at 
SI .04 billion. 

India, South Korea, 
Taiwan, Thailand as well as 
Russia and Eastern Europe 
were also dted for a high 
percentage of illegally copied 
software. 

Overall, piracy was esti- 
mated to deprive companies 
of some S8 billion in re- 
venues, almost as much as 
the $8.5 billion in legitimate 
global sales of business soft- 
ware. 

"High national incomes, or 
high average personal incom- 
es, do not by themselves pre- 
dict low piracy rates,” the 
report said. “Nations such as 
Italy, Japan and France have 
high national incomes but 
their low levels of enforce- 
ment encourage relatively 
high piracy rates.” 

In France, a 62 per cent 
piracy rate led to $482 billion 
in losses and Italy had a 68 
per cent piracy rate worth 
$263 million, according to the 
report. 


ralysed and his ability to 
breathe unpaired during the 
second surgery and although 
the vocal cords have been 
repaired, he has been unable 
to resume his career. 

Peggy Carter, spokes- 
woman for R.J. Reynolds, 
said the company could not 
comment on the cacr? because 
il had not seen the lawsuit. 
She also said the company 
could not verify that Mr. 
Levine had been employed as 
a model for Winston. 

As to Mr. Levine stated 
allegation that be was not 
aware of the risks of smok- 
ing, she said, "I find it a little 
bit difficult to understand 
how someone can ***** that 
claim” in light of package 


warnings that began in the 
1960s. 

A spokesman for Brown 
Williamson, which bought 
American Tobacco last year, 
was not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

Mr. Wilner said he decided 
to use Florida's strong pro- 
duct liability laws to chal- 
lenge the giant tobacco com- 
panies because people “are 
not told the truth about 
smoking.” 

“You don't have people 
walking around drinking rat 
poison, because it is labelled 
poison,” he said. "We have a 
vague idea about (the dan- 
gers of smoking), but the 
tobacco industry keeps us off 
balance by denying it.” 
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^ A review of news from the Arabic press jj 


Ministry gives merchants until 
Monday to reduce coffee prices 

MONDAY IS the deadline set by the Ministry of 
Supply for Traders to reduce coffee prices or face ministry 
action to force down prices. The ministry's secretary- 
general pointed out that customs statements for the past 
four months have shown coffee prices dropping, meaning 
that the amounts were imported since then at lower prices 
which did not reflect on the retail price to consumers. He 
stressed that coffee merchants should respond to the 
changes in international prices and lower local prices so as 
the ministry would not be forced to intervene another time 
by fixing prices. Key importers of coffee said they supply 
retailers at reduced prices of JD 3 per kilogramme but 
some of these retailers continue to sell one kilogramme of 
coffee for JD 6. The wholesalers blame the retailers for 
maintaining the high prices. 

The Association of Foodstuff Traders Monday appealed 
to coffee merchants to reduce their prices noting that it was 
po secret that international coffee prices had fallen sharply. 
The association said that to maintain its credibility and 
reputation and to demonstrate that Jordanian traders are 
keen to observe free competition and accept little profit, 
merchants should lower prices also to avoid being criticised 
by the public and the press (Al Ra'i). 

Only 18.6 per cent of Jordanians earn 
more than JD 500 per month 

BY THE TIME office hours closed on Friday, 618,408 
holders of supply cards obtained food coupons for 1996 out 
of a total 744,000 card holders registered at the Ministry of 
Supply. As such, the percentage of those who received 
food coupons stood at 81 .4 per cent which translates into a 
total of 3,631,616 persons. 

According to an authorised source at the ministry, those 
who were exempted from the list of beneficiaries repre- 
sented 18.6 per cent of the registered card-holders. As such 
this small percentage represents the wealthy people and 
those who earn more than JD 500 a month (Al .Ra’i). 

Argentine fish may he unfi t for human 
consumption 

•trft THE MUNICIPALITY of Greater Amman has seized 
hundreds of tonnes of imported Argentine fish on suspicion 
that it is not fit for human consumption. During an 
intensive campaign that covered fish stores and storages, 
the municipality closed three large refrigerated storages in 
Marka belonging to an importing company. The laboratory 
tests on samples of fish will be completed in a couple of 
days after which it would be decided on whether to destroy 
the fish or allow its sale in the market (Al Ra’i). 

TCC cautions citizens from crooks 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS Corporation (TCC 
Director-General Walid Dweik has cautioned the public 
against some “crooks” who pretend they are TCC em- 
ployees and collect money from families to provide them 
with telephone lines. Mr. Dweik said fees can only be paid 
to TCC offices in the country or through banks and post 
offices. The TCC warning was prompted by. complaints that 
a gang had collected more than JD 2.000 from families in 
die Tareq suburb after posing as TCC employees (Al 
Dustour). 

Panel to study cost of living 

☆☆ THE FINANCE Committee of the Lower House 
decided to recommend the formation of an independent 
panel to study the mechanism for calculating the cost of 
living and price indices. The panel will include officials 
from the Department of statistics and the chief of the 
Consumer Protection Society and other experts (Al Dus- 
tour). 
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Charlton’s veterans ready for one more battle 


LIVERPOOL (AFP) — Jack 
Charlton has led Ireland to 
three major tournament but 
each time only after a last- 
ditch scramble. 

He could not have left it 
later on Wednesday when his 
ageing team takes on Holland 
in a play-off for the 19% 
European Championship fin- 
als. 

The result of his 95rd inter- 
national match in charge of 
Ireland will decide if Charl- 
ton extends his tenure as the 
Republic's manager to a 10th 
year. 

Charlton's ageing team, 
who lost three of their last 
four games in the qualifying 
group, have only been given 
one more chance because 
Northern Ireland beat 
second-place challengers Au- 
stria last month. 

“Maybe it is time for a 
change, but if we can reach 
the finals I’ll be there and. 
who knows, we could go from 
strength to strength,” said 
the 60-year-old Charlton. 

“We have had a few ‘last 
chances' already. Now we've 
got to make this one count.” 

Ireland's last-ditch tactics 
won places in the 1988 Euro- 
pean championship and the 
1990 and 1994 World Cups. 


“The Dutch have beaten us 
twice in competitive interna- 
tionals during the last seven 
years and we’ve only beaten 
them once in a friendly dur- 
ing that time. 

“But I don’t think they are 
the great side that they used 
to be. although still very 
good. There is a lot of talent 
there which will test us.” 

Charlton must gamble on 
midfielder John Sheridan. 

The Ireland boss watched 
Sheridan's come-back from 
injury as a substitute for 
Sheffield Wednesday at Man- 
chester United on Saturday, 
and must now decide whether 
that is sufficient to see him 
through a clash of this in- 
tensity — just six weeks after 
a knee operation. 

Niali Quinn, the focus of 
Ireland's traditional high-ball 
attack, is suspended — the 
first game he has missed since 
a knee injury ruled him out in 
the 1994 World Cup. 

Midfielders Roy Keane 
and Steve Staunton are also 
missing. Staunton has a pul- 
led hamstring while Kean has 
not sufficiently recovered 
from hernia surgery. But- Ire- 
land are used to his absence 
as he played only three of the 
10 qualifying games. 


Tony Cascarino. Interna- 
tional football's most-capped 
substitute, is out to prove 
Charlton wrong. 

The former Millwall. 
Aston Villa, Celtic and 
Chelsea striker — now with 
fallen French giants Marseille 
— is in for Quinn. 

“I've always known he 
only regarded me as a max- 
imum 60 minutes player at 
international level and, in 
times gone by, he was maybe 
right," Cascarino said. 


feat by the Czech Republic 
just before Ireland flew of the 
World Cup in America last 
summer. 

But he scored a brilliant 
goal just two months earlier 
in a superb win over Ger- 
many in Hanover. 

Irish fans will outnumber 
the 11,000 Dutch supporters 
nearly 3-1 at Liverpool and 
Dutch striker Dennis Berg- 
kamp, who plays for London 
side Arsenal, admits: “It is 
certainly an away match for 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


“But since I’ve played in 
France I feel fitter, faster and 
more confident with my 
touch.” 

Charlton admitted: ‘Tony 
has been showing us in train- 
ing just how much he has 
improved since going to 
France.” 

“His touch is certainly bet- 
ter than it was and he's had 
plenty of experience with us. 
coming on as sub for Niali 
more often than not.” 

Cascarino, has earned 30 
of his 58 caps as a substitute 
and scored 12 goals. 

His last start was in a some- 
what embarrassing home de- 


The Vancouver Grizzlies Greg Anthony (right) reacts after the Los 
Exd strips the ball from him (Reuters photo) 


Lakers Nick Van 


Jazz, Nuggets post wins 


SALT LAKE CITY (R) — 
Karl “Mailman” Malone del- 
ivered another strong game 
on Monday by scoring 24 
points to help the Utah Jazz 
beat the short-handed Char- 
lotte Hornets 110-100. 

Malone, who was coming 
off a 51-point, 14-rebound 
performance against Golden 
State on Saturday, helped the 
Jazz (14-7) move within one 
game of the NBA champion 
Houston Rockets in the Mid- 
west Division. 

Charlotte (9-12), who were 
already without leading scor- 
er Larry Johnson, lost point 
guard Khalid Reeves to a 
sprained left ankle in the 
second quarter. 

Utah took control of the 
game with a 12-2 burst over 
the final 3:20 of the first half, 
keyed by three-pointers by 
John Stockton and Chris 
Morris. The Spurt gave the 
Jazz a 53-46 halftime advan- 
tage. 

“I think the run at the end 


of the first half really gave 
them a lot of momentum,” 
said Charlotte's Kendall Gill. 
"At that point we were play- 
ing with them neck and neck 
without our key player in the 
game and I though everyone 
was feeling pFetty well about 
themselves.” 

Morris had 22 points and 
Stockton added 18 points and 
15 assists, the 11th time in 12 
games he's hit double figures 
in assists. 

Glen Rice scored 19 points 
and Gill added 18 for Char- 
lotte. 

In Philadelphia, Mahmoud 
Abdul Rauf had 22 points 
and 10 assists and Bryant 
Stitch added 21 points to lead 
the Denver Nuggets to their 
fifth win in a row, a 104-91 
victory over the struggling 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

Denver, winners of eight of 
their last nine games, reached 
the .500 mark after a miser- 
able 1-8 start. 


Rookie Jerry Stackhouse 
scored 20 points and Clar- 
ence Weatfaerspoon added 18 
for the 76ers, who have lost 
14 of their last 15 games. 

The 76ers (3-16) were play- 
ing without newly-acquired 
• Derrick Coleman, who is ex- 
pected to miss 7-10 days with 
a sprained ankle. 

Nuggets rookie forward 
Antonio McDyess went down 
with a sprained left ankle 
early in the second quarter 
and did not return. McDyess, 
the second player taken in 
the NBA draft, was taken to 
a hospital for X-rays, which 
revealed bone chips. 

“A lot of guys stepped 
up,” Nuggets coach Bemie 
Bickerstaf? said. “The big 
guy (Mutombo) was in foul 
trouble, McDyess was play- 
ing good and he went down. 
It was our small guys, the 
Ellis's and the Sriths. They 
did a good job on the 
boards.” 


“But we have played in 
intimidating atmospheres 
plenty of times before and it 
will not worry us. 

“Ireland are a very tough 
team and we know they al- 
ways fight to the end, but we 
believe we are the superior 
team and we must have the 
confidence to make our class 
tell.” 

Ireland can also count on 
three favourites from the host 
club Liverpool, Phil Babb. 
Jason McAteer and Mark 
Kennedy. 

Bergkamp set Holland on 
the way to victory the last 



Norwegian agent 
banned for life 

PARIS (AFP) — Norwegian agent Rune Hauge, whose 
440,000-pound backhander to George Graham cost the 
Arsenal manager his job, was banned for life by FIFA here 
on Monday. 

The international football federation warned players, 
dobs and national football associations they would face 
punishment if they bad any future involvement with him. 

Hauge’s lawyer . Da g Steinfeldt, told the Norwegian 
agency NTB that FIFA had no authority to suspend an 
agent as punishment and said Hauge would be taking legal 
action. 

Graham was sacked in February for accepting a hand-out 
from Hauge. who gave the former Arsenal boss his cash 
following the transfers to the London club of Norwegian 
Pal Lydersen and Danish midfielder John Jensen. 

The revelations cost Graham — who subsequently repaid 
the cash to the Highbury dub — his job and also brought a 
12-month ban from the English Football Assodation. 

Hauge's involvement brought his suspension from 
FIFA's list of licensed players' agents and dubs were 
warned not to use him. 

But Hauge ignored the ban. using an intermediary to 
become involved in the 840.000 pound transfer of Swedish 
internatioua] defender Pontus Kamark to Leicester from 
Gothenburg. 

Hauge &o advised fellow Norwegian Lars Bohinen over 
his controversial switch from Nottingham Forest to Black- 
bum for a mere 750,000 pounds, a transfer negotiated 
through Danish intermediary Frank Mathieson. 

“It has become evident that during his suspension he has 
continued to operate, even if through an intermediary, in 
the transfer of players despite his suspension,” FIFA 
spokesman Keith Cooper said. 

“When we introduced the system of licensed agents on 
Jan. 1 we knew it would be diffi cult t o impose but were 
determined to do so,” he added. “FIFA hopes people will 
work with the system, rather than against it. 

“We will not take any action against players or clubs who 
have used Hauge during the period of his suspension but 
we are making it clear that in future any individuals or clubs 
who avoid our decisions will face the consequences 
themselves.” 

Cooper refused to be drawn on what any potential 
punishment might be but he made it dear that pressure 
would be put on the FA and other national federations to 
ensure dobs and players under their jurisdiction took heed 
of the decision. 

■ “We call on all assodations to support our policy and for 
them to call on their dubs to adhere more strictly to our 
system and ensure transfers are conducted only by recog- 
nised individual agents.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAfl SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

0'M4 ronnUMiSncatc 

THE HAND” 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

*6 

O JB4 
OA65 2 
*A8765 

WEST EAST 

*982 * AKJ1075 

9A103 0972 

0KJ1043 087 

*103 *94 

SOUTH 
* Q 4 3 
7KQ86 
OQ9 
+ KQJ2 

The bidding: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
Pas* INT Pm* 3NT 
Pas* Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Nine of * 

Bob Hamman is currently rated 
No. 1 in the world. A bear of a man. 
he has an ego and a wiL to match 
his size. The ego is necessary to be 
a truly great player; the wiL is what 
makes him among the most popular 
players anywhere. 

Together with Brent Manley. 
Hamman has written an autobiog- 
raphy describing his bridge career 
and the characters he has met 
along the way. At the Table: My Life 
and Times. DBM Publications, 314 
pp. paperback Available from The- 
Bridge World, 39 W. 94 ih Si.. New 


York. N.Y. 10025. $14.96 * *2 
postage and handling.) He makes 
no secret of his likes and dislikes, 
and tells of bis learning experience 
ond life at the top with good humor. 
Throughout ore a number of excel- 
lent hands from his early days as 
king of the two-cent game as well as 
crucial hands from major champi- 
onships. 

The hand we like best is tbe 
above, in which Hamman was not 
even a participant! The hero was a 
club player called Jack Hancock. 
East had hesitated before the final 
pass — ond the entire table knew 
why. Declarer turned to West and 
said: 'Make your normal lead." Nat- 
urally, West led the nine of species. 
East played the id and Handbck 1 
ducked 

“What a stunning, totally 
remarkable play! It was simply 
years ahead of its tune. ... Hancock ( 
had to be thinking in a manner diF- 
ferent from other people. ... 

“It looked to East as though play- 
ing the top two spades would be set- 
ting up a spade trick Hancock could 
never get once he chose to duck. 
East switched to a low heart. West 
got in with the ace and played 
another spade. East won with the 
king, but again he switched. ... 

“Hancock now had nine tncks. 
which he took with gusto. 1 wish 1 
had been there to see it." 

A thoroughly enjoyable read! 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 

Nadia Al Juridi, Farouq Flshawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne of Egypt . 

(Arabic) / 

[Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 8:36, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1" 

Jacque Nicklson 
& Michel Feifer....in 

WOLF 

’•Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


time they met the Irish, in the 
last 16 of the 1994 World 
Cup. 

His goal from a Marc 
Overmars cross sparked a 2-0 
win. confirmed when Wim 
Jonk's tame 40-yard shot 
went through Packie Bon- 
ner's hands and effectively 
ended the veteran Celtic 
goalkeeper's international 
career. 


Past results: 

1980: Ireland 2 Holland 1 
(World Cup qualifier, Dub- 
lin). 

1981: Holland 2 Ireland 1 
(World Cup qualifier. Rotter- 
dam). 

1982: Holland 2 Ireland 1 
(World Cup qualifier, Rotter- 
dam). 

1983: Ireland 2 Holland 3 
(European Championship 
qualifier, Dublin). 

1988: Holland I Ireland 0 
(European Championship fin- 
als, Gelsenkirchen » . 

1990: Ireland 1 Holland 1 
(World Cup finals, Palermo) 
1994: Holland 0 Ireland I 
(Friendly, Tilburg). 

Holland 2 Ireland 0 (Wbrld 
Cup finals, Orlando).- 


League s 13th 

d 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The upcoming 
week's most awaited match 
is undoubtedly the Ramtha- 
Hussein dash scheduled for 
Friday at Irhid's Hassan 
Stadium. 

A1 Raxntha strengthened 
their lead atop the stand- 
ings last week after an im- 
portant 2-0 win over Kurr- 
soum. They tightened their 
grip at the time Al Hussein 
and Al Wshdat were held to 
disappointing 2-2 draws 
against Al Jazireh and Al 
Jaiil. 

While Al Wihdat's fans 
were understandably en- 
raged with the result over 
the 11th placed team, it 
seemed the players were 
not to be totally blamed for 
squandering a 2-0 lead. 
They must have been tired 
after arriving the same 
morning from the Arab 
Clubs Championships in 
Riyadh. The team's morale 
was also surely at a low 
point after their 6-1 less to 
host Al Nasr in their last 
match which Al V/ihdat 
completed with eight play- 
ers. They later teamed of 
the suspension of captain 
Yousef Ammcuri for a year 
in Arab championships. 

Al Wihdat will have to 
put their house in order 


before facing Al Jazireh 
Friday if they want to keep 
their chances for retaining 
the title. 

Meanwhile, former 
champions Al Faisali 
moved up one place to third 
after a 2-1 win over Al 
Baqaa. They next play 
Sahab Thursday. 

Similarly. Al Qadissieh's 
2-1 win over Al Russeifa 
was a crucial one that 


moved them two places up 
to fourth. They next play 
ninth placed Al Ahfi hoping 
to further improve their 
standing in weeks to come. 

Al Ahli remained in the 
same position after only 
managing a 1-1 draw with 
Sahab, while Kufrsoum 
dropped three places to 
sixth last week and will play 
last-placed Al Russeifa 
Thursday. 


Schedule of 13th week 


Wed. 13/12 
Tim. 14/12 
Thus. 14/12 
Fri. 15/12 
Fri. 15/12 
Fri. 15/12 


Qa&defa vs. Ahfi 
Faisali vs. Sahab 

Rcss&a ts. Kafcoen 

Baqaa vs. JaQ 
Hnseta vs. Band* 
Jazireh vs. Wibdat 


Amman StHfiBEB 
Amman ft yifom y 

Salt Stadhna 
Salt Stadium 
Hassan Statfimn 
Amman StwfiBD 


■a All matches are at 2:30 p.m. 


STANDING AFTER 12TH WEEK 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

. PS 

Ramiha 

12 

8 

3 

1 

18 

4 

27 

Hussein 

12 

6 

5 

1 

25 

8 

O ! 

f2safi 

12 

6 

4 

2 

17 

8 

22 

Qsdissieh 

12 

6 

3 

3 

17 

12 

21 

waste* 

12 

5 

5 

2 

19 

XL 

20 

Ka&socm 

12 

5 

5 

2 

14 

9 

28 

Jazireh 

12 

4 

4 

4 

19 

18 

16 

Ahli 

12 

3 

6 

3 

16 

11 

15 

Baqaa 

12 

3 

3 

6 

19 

21 

12 . 

Sahab 

12 

1 

8 

3 

18 

15 

11 

JaEJ 

12 

1 

2 

9 

11 

28 

5 

Rc&eifab 

12 



12 

9 

47 

' 




Miami Dolphins' wide receiver O-J. McDuffie 
(left) celebrates with receiver Irving Fryar 
after catching a Dan Marino pass for a second 


quarter touebdovm aga 
Chiefs (Reuters photo) 


Dolphins defence stops Chiefs, 
Marino sets another record 


MIAMI (R) — Dan Marino 
broke another NFL passing 
record but it was a surprising 
defensive performance that 
kept the Miami Dolphins 
afloat in the playoff chase 
with a 13-6 win Monday over 
the AFC-best Kansas City 
Chiefs. 

Miami (8-6) cashed in on 
early, uncharacteristic tur- 
novers by tbe Chiefs and shut 
out Kansas City (11-3) for 
nearly 55 minutes to maintain 
control of their ployeff des- 
tiny. 

Wins in their final two 
games on the road against 
Buffalo and St. Louis will put 
the Dolphins into the post- 
season part}-. 

“We as a team are headed 
tn the right direction,” Dol- 
phins coach Don Shula said. 

Kansas City came in with 
the NFL best record and 
turnover rating (plus-13), 
having lost the bail just 26 
times in 12 games. But the 
Chiefs committed three tur- 
novers in the first half, rwo of 
which led to Pete Stoyanc- 
vich field goals. 


“We were ready to play,” 
Dolphins defensive end Jeff 
Cross said. “The team was 
focused and we knew what 
we were up against. They are 
as good as anyone in the 
National Football League 
and they are a physical 
team.” 

Marino was 18-of-34 for 
156 yards and a four-yard 
touchdown pass to O.J. 
McDuffie in the second quar- 
ter. In the fourth quarter he 
passed Fran Tarkenton as the 
NFL’s all-time passing 
attempts leader with 6,468. 

Marino has broken the 
marks held by Tarkenton for 
completions, touchdowns 
and yardage this season but 
this was the first time that he 
surpassed one of the records 
in a win. 

“I don't think I played very 
well tonight,” Marino said. 
‘T don't think offensively we 
did the things we needed to 
do." 

The Dolphins defence 
made a pair of key fourth- 
down stops in the third quar- 


ter that ended Kansas City 
drives deep in Miami terri- 
tory. 

But the Chiefs kept on 
coming and got on tbe 
scoreboard when Steve Bono 
hit Webster Slaughter with a 
five-yard scoring pass with 
5:04 remaining. Lin Elliott’s 
extra point try foiled but 
Kansas City was in striking' 
range at 13-6. 

The loss cost the Chiefs a 
chance to clinch a first-round 
bye in the Playoffs. Kansas 
City already has won the 
AFC Western ‘ Division and 
can still claim home field 
throughout the playoffs with 
wins at home against Denver 
and Seattle. 

For Miami and its vener- 
able coach Shula, who has 
been under fire for dis- 
appointing results, the vic- 
tory was crucial. 

“I hope we're back on 
track," Marino said. “We’ve 
won two games in a row. We 
played a tough football team 
and defensively, we pUyed 
outstanding." 


AMMGUN THEATRE 

TEL: 518274 - 61 8275 


■ MUSA H3JAZIN 
“ Sumaa" . 


daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqteh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


. Shows begin on Dec. 19. 1995 and 
continue on Tuesdays. Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (three days a week) 
only. The programme continues 
until the.start of the holy month of ■ 
Ramadan. The Show is entitled: 

“Ahl an Tatbie* 

Welcome Normalisation 

For reservation call 625155 
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i World Gap qualifying draw 

Jordan to play UAE, Bahrain in 1st round 


PARIS (AFP) - FIFA, 
world football’s governing 
- : -r >1 body, announced the World 
• Cup draw here on Tuesday 
— . ’ * for the 1998 World Cup finals 
‘ vl*4‘ in France. 

A . France (hosts, Brazil (hol- 

:: deis) qualify automatically 30 

-:;C other qualifiers 

" 'ASIA 

’ : (36 entries, 3 or 4 qualifiers) 

. f \ 1st round 
''' \ Group: 1: Saudi Arabia, 

‘■i- ^ Malaysia, Bangladesh. 

" Chinese Taipei 

Group 2: Iran, Syria, Mal- 
■ <*i- h: „ ^ dives, Kyrgyzstan 
L 3 U*c 3 j a: Group '3: United Arab 

'* K*n!^ Emirates. Bahrain, Jordan 

^ Group 4: Japan, Oman . Nep- 
-al, Macao 

Group S: Uzbekistan, In- 
donesia, Yemen, Cambodia 
\Pjlt, f Group 6: South Korea, 

* *T fj ik Thailand, Hong. Kong 

,v t|j - Group 7: Kuwait, Leba- 

. non, Singapore 

^ Group • 8: China, Turk- 

menistan, Vietnam, Tajikis- 
; tan 

’ 7 . 1 Group 9: Iraq, Kazakh- 

1 stan, Pakistan 

Group 10: Qatar, India, Sri 
: Lanka, Philippines 
; '10 group winners qualify for 

’ ; 'second round. 

2nd round: Two groups of 
: 5. The first two from each 
i ;* = group (4 teams) contest 
. ■' } Asian finals. Tbe first three 

• : qualify directly for France. 

■ and the winner of a play-off 

between the fourth Asian 
team and the Oceania Zone 
winner will also qualify. . 

SOUTH AFRICA 

(9 entries, 4 qualifiers) 
Round-robin. First four 
qualify. 

Fixtures 1996. 

April 24: Argentina v. 
'J Bolivia, Venezuela v. Uru- 


guay, Colombia v. Paraguay, 
Ecuador v. Peru 


J1 Ecuador v. Peru 

* -il June 2: Ecuador v. Argen- 
ts tina, Uruguay v. Paraguay, 

1 Venezuela v. while, Peru v. 
■ft' - 1 i. 'Colombia 

F . July 7: Peru v. Argentina. 
^ f • ; Chile v. Ecuador, Colombia 

//• v. Uruguay Bolivia v. Vene- 

vv iff ' mela. 

' Sept. 1: Argentina v. Para- 
Colombia v. Chile. 
r ' ; ' Ecuador v. Venezuela, Boli- 
SF ' finvii v. Peru. 

- Sept. 9 Venezuela v. 
Argentina, Uruguay v. Boli- 

'■ ' 1 vria ’ ^ cuat ^ OT v - Colombia. 
Paraguay v. Chile . 

Noy-.IO: Chile v. Uruguay, 
Bolivia v. Colombia, Para- 
* - gguay v. Ecuador, Peru v. 

P Venezuela 

Dec. 15: Argentina v. 
r\ igiChile, Uruguay v. Peru, 
" Venezuela v. Colombia, 

^-‘Bolivia v. Paraguay 

1997 

j Jan. 12: Uruguay v. Argen- 
Jtina, Peru v. Chile, Vene- 
fzuela v. Paraguay, Bolivia v. 
.] Ecuador 
! Feb. 12: Colombia v. 
Argentina, Ecuador v. Uru- 
guay, Paraguay v. Peru, Boli- 
. via v. Chile 

- - ** - iii — " “ ' April 2: Bolivia v. Argenti- 

. na, Uruguay v. Venezuela, 

Paraguay v. Colombia, Peru 
v. Ecuador 

< . -,t>J ! f-\ April 30: Argentina v. 

I V ■ J-. ' - v 'Ecuador, Paraguay v. Uru- 

; guay, Chile v. Venezuela, 

„ , y Colombia v. Peru 

f ; "■* T T £ L V. June 8: Argentina v. Peru, 

1 v ~ - “ Ecuador- v. 'Chile, Uruguay v 
Colombia, ' Venezuela v. 
Bolivia 

July 6: Paraguay v. Argen- 

• tiona, ' Chile v. Colombia, 

Peru v. Bolivia, Venezuela v. 

•' Ecuador 

July 20: Argentina v. 

. ' Venezuela, Bolivia v. Uru- 
gray, Colombia v. Ecuador, 
Chile v. Paraguay 
Aug. 20: Uruguay v. Chile, 

■ Colombia v. Bolivia, 
Ecuador v. Paraguay, Vene- 
zuela v. Peru 
Sept. 10: Chile v. Argenti- 
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The logo of the 1998 soccer Worid Cup scheduled for June 
10-July 12 In France (AFP photo) 


na, Peru v. Uruguay, Col- 
ombia v. Venezuela, Para- 
guay v. Bolivia. 

Oct. 12: Chile v. Peru, 
Paraguay v. Venezuela, 
Ecuador v. Bolivia 

Nov. 16: Argentina v. Col- 
ombia, Uruguay v. Ecuador, 
Peru v. Paraguay, Chile v. 
Bolivia 


Austria, Latvia, Belarus , 
Estonia 

Group 5: Russia, Bulgaria, 


AFRICA 

(36 entries, 5 qualifiers) 

1st round knock-out; Home 
and away 
Sudan v Zambia 
Namibia v Mozambique 
Tanzania v Ghana 
Swaziland v Gabon 
Uganda v Angola 
Mauritius v Zaire 
Malawi v South Africa 
Madagascar v Zimbabwe 
•Guinea Bissau v Guinea 
Rwanda v Tunisia 
Congo v Ivory Coast 
Kenya v Algeria 
Burundi v Sierra Leone 
Mauritania v Burkina Faso 
Togo v Senegal 
Gambia v Liberia 

The winners of these 16 
matches, plus Cameroon, 
Nigeria, Egypt and Morocco 
will be drawn into five second 
round groups of four teams 
each. The five group winners 
qualify for France. 

The draw for the second 
round will be made when 1st 
matches are completed. . 

EUROPE . 

(50 entries, 14 qualifiers) 

' Group 1: Denmark, Greece, 
Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia- 
Herzpgovina • 

Group 2: Italy, England, Po- 
land, Georgia, Moldova 
.Group 3: Norway, Switzer-, 
land, Finland, Hungary, 
Azerbaijan 

Group 4: Sweden, .Scotland, 


Israel, Cyrpus, Luxembourg 
Group 6: Spain, Czech Re- 
public, Slovakia, Yugoslavia, 
Malta, Faroe Islands 
Group 7: Holland, Belgium, 
Turkey, Wales, San Marino 
Group 8: Romania, Republic 
of Ireland, Lithuania, Ice- 
land, former Yugoslavia Re- 
public of Macedonia, Liech- 
tenstein 

Group 9: Germany, Portug- 
al, Northern Ireland. 
Ukraine, Albania, Armenia 

First of each nine groups 
and best second-placed team 
(10 countries) qualify direct- 
ly.. Eight other group 
runners-up are drawn into 
four play-off matches (home 
and away) and the four win- 
ners also qualify for France. 

OCEANIA 

(10 entries, 1 possible quali- 
fier) 

1st round: Australia, Fiji, 
New Zealand, Tahiti — bye 

Melanesia: Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, 
Vanuatu 

Polynesia: Cook Islands, 
Ton go. Western Samoa 

Melanesia group winner 
qualifies for second round as 
well as winner of play-off 
between Melanesian group 
runner-up and Polynesia, 
group winner. 

2nd round 

Group 1: Australia, Tahiti, 
winner of play-off between - 
Melanesian group runner-up 


and Polynesian group win- 
ner. 

Group 2: New Zealand, 
Fiji; Melanesian group win- 
ner. Winners qualify for 
Oceania finals. 

Two group winners play 
home and away. Winner 
faces Asian finals fourth team 
for place in 1998 finals. 
CONCACAF (Caribbean, 
Central and North America) 
(30 entries, 3 qualifiers) 

1st round 

Canada, Costa Rica, Hon- 
duras, Mexico, Salvador and 
USA given bye 
Caribbean Zone 
1st Rd. 4 matches (home and 
away) 

Match A: Aruba v Domini- 
can Republic 

Match B: Bahamas v St. Kitts 
and Nevis 

Match C: Guyana v Grenada 
Match D; Dominica v Anti- 
gua 

2nd round: 8 matches (home 
and away) 

Match 1: Bermuda v Trinidad, 
and Tobago 

Match 2: Puerto Rico v St. 
Vincent 

Match 3: Cayman Islands v 
Cuba (both matches in Cay- 
man) 

Match 4: Winner B v St. 
Lucia 

Match 5: Winner C v Haiti' 
Match 6: Surinam v Jamaica 
Match 7: Winner D v Barba- 
dos i 

Match 8: Winner A v Nether- 
land Antilles 

3rd round: Eight 2nd round 
winners go into draw -which 
will be organised at a later 
date. Winners of matches 
these matches — A, B, C, 
and D — qualify for Con- 
cacaf semi-finals. 

Central America 1st round 
Match E: Nicaragua v Guate- 
mala 

Match F: Belize v Panama 
Winnes qualify for Concacaf 
semi-finals 
Concacaf semi-finals 
Group 1: USA, Costa Rica, 
Caribbean 3rd Rd match D 
winner, Central American 1st 
Rd match E winner 
Group 2: Canada, Salvador, 
Central American F winner, 
Caribbean A winner 
Group 3: Mexico, Honduras, 
Caribbean B winner, Carib- 
bean C winner. 

Concacaf finals 
First two from each semi- . 
final group (six teams) con- 
test round-robin (home and 
away matches). 

Fust three qualify for France. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 684311 


EVERY FRIDAY 


FUNTIME FOR KIDS AT THE FORTE GRAND 


Every Friday through the month of December 
there b fun for the Family in our Coffee Shop 
H from 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm. 

Your kids- will be 
, entertained by 'Renas and 
her troupe* while you relax 
— — and enjoy our delicious Buffet. 

r'nffoo FORTE 

Coffee Shop GRAND 
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RENT/ FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Spacy living room, two bedrooms with veranda. 
Well equipped, with telephone. In the best 
residential area in Jabal Amman, near Ammon 
Hotel. 

Tel: 777112 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

674028 after 4 p.m. 


DUTY UNPAID 
FOR SALE 

1994 registered Rover Montego, 2 litre. White, 48,000 
kms.. electric front windows, air conditioning, radio 
cassette, full service history. Offers by sealed bid 
welcome (valuation JD 4,000) by 1 January 1996. 

For appointment to view, contact 823100 X 212 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms (one master), L-shaped salon, 2 
bathrooms, 2 glassed-in balconies, central 
heating, telephone. Location: Best area in Urn 
■Uthaina, between 5th and 6th Circles, Jabal 
Amman. Could be rented without furniture. 

For more information please call 
Tel. No. 668447 daily from 9-1 o'clock. 


Under the patronage of 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 

The Embassy of Spain 

In cooperation with 

The Cervantes Institute 

Proudly Presents * 

The Outstanding 

Blanca del Rey 

and Her Company 
In a Fascinating' Flamenco Ballet 
On Saturday 16 December, at 8:00 p.m. 

At The Al-Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium 
University of Jordan 
Sponsored by. 

Freddy for Music 


Ticket price: 

Available at: 

Music Box 
Babichs 
ChszHHda 
AlAhfia Abels 
Safeway 


D 4 Students: 

315745 Romero 

361322 Technics 

324608 Stereo Fires 

iBB48t Cervantes Institute 

3B53ti Freddy for Musk: 

Theatre Entrance' 

Proceeds will go 


Proceeds will go 

to the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts 


Everton 

continue 

6-game 

unbeaten 

run 


LIVERPOOL (AFP) - 
Everton stretched their un- 
beaten run to six games with 
a victory over West Ham. 
who had their goalkeeper 
sent off when only a goal 
behind, here on Monday. 

Hie game changed drama- 
tically in the space of eight 
minutes with Everton scoring 
twice and the Hammers los- 
ing goalkeeper ' Ludek Mik- 
losko. He was sent off for 
grabbing Nigerian striker 
Daniel Amokachi as the bail 
bounced out of his reach. 

Everton took the lead after 
34 minutes with a bizarre goal 
after Amokachi and Andrei 
Kanchelskis had been in- 
volved in the build-up. 

Kanchelskis could not get 
enough power on his shot and 
it broke to Graham Stuart, 
who scuffed bis shot past the 
stranded Miklosko. 

Miklosko was sent off 
three minutes before half- 
time by referee Mike Reed 
after upending Amokachi as 
he fired in a rebound after 
Stuart bad released Kan- 
chelskis. . 

Julian Dicks replaced Mik- 
losko between the posts as 
West Ham had no substitute 
goalkeeper but his first task 
was to pick the ball out of the 
net, with Davis Unsworth 
converting the penalty. 

John EbereU slid in the 
third halfway through the 
second half when Dick failed 
to hold a low Amokachi shot. 

But West Ham, for whom 
Mark Rieper was a tower of 
strength in defence, could be 
satisfied with restricting 
Everton to only one more 
goal in the second half. 


JBF reflects on Asian : 
championships agenda 

Will U-18 women's team 
compete in Bangkok? 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom's first participation in 
an Asian championship in 
1996 will mark another re- 
cord in the country's sports 
archives. 

The Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF), prob- 
ably the most active in 
terms of participation in 
regional and international 
championships, has re- 
ceived the 1996-98 Asian 
Basketball Confederation 
agenda. That is not the ■ 
point of interest however, 
but rather the fact that the 
JBF is keen on regrouping 
an Under-18 women’s 
national team to take pan 
in the 13th Junior Women 
Championship scheduled 
to be .held m Bangkok, 
Thailand, April 21-28T 

Jordan bad not partici- 
pated in an Asian women’s 
championship until this 
past summer when after a 
12-year absence, the 
women's national team was 
regrouped and took part in 
the 16th Asian Basketball 
championship in Shizuoka, 
Japan in July. 

While the team only beat 
Indonesia and lost their re- 
maining four matches, the 
players undoubfedly bene- 
fited from their experience. 
Furthermore, the participa- 
tion was a historic one, as 
Jordan was the first and 
only Arab country in such a 


competition. One of the 
team's key players, Jumana 
Salti, was chosen among 
the tournament's top five 
players. 

Realising that the re- 
grouping of a women’s 
team was long overdue, the 
JBF is now keen on 
broadening the base of 
women’s basketball by en- 
listing younger players. 

“Initially, the JBF has 
decided to take part in this 
championship as it will be a 
good start for younger 
players,” the head of the 
JBFs Women's Basketball 
Committee Muna Janho 
told the Jordan Times 
Tuesday. 

Janho said the JBF 
would contact schools and 
clubs and ask for qualified 
U-18 players to attend 
national team trials. If a 
good number of competent 
players attend, the team is 
scheduled to start practice 
in the coming three weeks 
so as to have enough time 
to prepare for the competi- 
tion. 

The JBF will soon get its 
annual budget from the 
Ministry of Youth. Howev- 
er, it was not yet clear how 
the cost of participation 
would be covered or if the 
JBF had potential sponsors 
for the upcoming year. 

The ministry's budget to 
most federations ranges be- 
tween JD 10,000 and JD 
15,000, which is not enough 
to cover travel expenses for 


one team. Last year the, 
JBF spent over JD 100,000 
on the men's, youth’s,' 
women's national teams as 
well as local competitions, . 
three of which have not.' 
been played so far. The ; 
U-16 and U-18 seem to be,' 
off the list, but the first ' 
division championship has' 
been set for Jan. 15. 

Last year, the JBF spent _ 
most of its budget on the ' 
youth's team who got third ; 
place in Asia and qualified" 
to the world championship. 
The JBF was able to cover * 
the national team's ex-„ 
penses with the help of" 
sponsors like the munici-- 
pality of Greater Amman,, ( 
Opel, RJ and a host of 
others. The women's team/ 
also enlisted the support of ^ 
friends of the game. In-^ 
sti tut ions and individuals^ 
donated two thirds of thej 
amount and the team made ^ 
it to Japan with a generous^ 
donation from Their Royal 4 
Highnesses Crown Prince 1 
Hassan and Princess Sar- - ? 
vath who learned of the--] 
team's difficulty in covering^ 
their travel expenses and£ 
donated the rest of the 2 
i amount. .u 

Other Asian competi-j 
tions on the JBFs agenda^ 
for the upcoming year in-:^ 
elude the men's 7th cham-^ 
pions cup in Manila, thej 
14th junior men's touma- S 
mem in Malaysia, and the.: 
2nd U-22 men's competi-1 
non in Shanghai. i 


Glassmann receives FIFA Fair Play Award 


PARIS (R) — Former 
Valenciennes player Jac- 
ques Glassmann, the man 
who blew the whistle on the 
Marseille bribery scandal in 
1993, was given tbe 1995 
FIFA Fair Play Award 


FIFA spokesman Keith 
Cooper said: “Glassmann 
showed courage and hones- 
ty in revealing a particular- 
ly notorious case of corrup- 
tion." 

Glassmann told Valen- 


ciennes officials before the 
French league match with 
Marseille that he and two 
other players had been 
offered bribes to throw the 
game.* 

Former Marseille presi- 


dent Bernard Tapie has 
been sentenced to two 
years in jail, of which 16 
months are suspended, for 
corruption. He is still con- 
. testing the decision in ; 
France's supreme court. 
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S.Arabia denies 


border skirmish 


SANAA (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia has boosted its milit- 
ary presence along its dis- 
puted border with Yemen af- 
ter five people were wounded 
in an armed clash last week, 
officials said here Tuesday. 

But Saudi Arabia denied 
the report, saying it “was 
groundless, inexact and lack- 
ing credibility." 

’ Officials here said Yemeni 
border guards, who are 
tribesmen, were involved in 
the dash on the borders of 
Yemen, Saudi Arabia and 
Oman last Thursday after 
Saudi troops had infiltrated 
Yemeni territory several 
times. 

-The incident took place 
after the Saudi army staged 
several shows of force along 
the border and tried to 
change the demographic 
structure of the disputed bor- 
der regions,’' an official here 
said, asking not to be named. 
- The Saudi army has since 
sent reinforcements to the 
border along with heavy 
weapons and helicopters, 
Yemeni offidals told AFP. 

Offidals here added that 
Yemen's Parliament Speaker 
Sheikh Abdullah A1 Ahmar 
was to travel later Tuesday to 
Saudi Arabia for talks with 
Saudi Defence Minister Sul- 
tan Ben Abdul Aziz, who 
handles affairs with Yemen. 

; Sheikh Ahmar is to chair a 
meeting of a joint committee 
which oversees border nego- 
tiations under an accord con- 
cluded in Mecca, Saudi Ara- 
bia; in February aimed at 
resolving bilateral differ- 
ences. 

In issuing the denial, the 
SPA said Saudi Arabia was 
concerned about cooperation 
with Yemen on the basis of 
the Mecca accord. 

A joint commission tasked 
with demarcating the border 
is due to meet on Dec. 20 in 
Riyadh. 

' The sources said the latest 
clashes took place near A1 
Kharakhir, an area which 


Yemeni sources said. be- 
longed to Yemen but was 
seized by Saudi Arabia in 
earlier confrontations. 

The sources also said Saudi 
Arabia had been building up 
its military presence in A! 
Kharakhir for the past three 
days. 

The Saudi Arabian news 
agency SPA, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration in London, quoted a 
well-informed source at the 
Defence Ministry as describ- 
ing the reports of dashes as 
“absolutely untrue.” 

“The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia is eager to cooperate 
with the brothers in the Re- 
public of Yemen, proceeding 
from the memorandum of 
mutual understanding signed 
by the two countries during 
the month of Ramadan last 
year," the source was quoted 
as saying. 

Saudi Arabia, which occu- 
pies about 80 per cent of the 
Arabian peninsula, has been 
moving this year to settle its 
border disputes and reached 
agreements with both Oman 
and Yemen. 

Parts of the long Yemeni- 
Saudi border have oil and gas 
deposits. Western oil indus- 
try experts say. 

Links between the two 
neighbours have been tense 
since Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait when Yemen, then a 
member of the U.N. Security 
Council, voted against sanc- 
tioning the Gulf war. 

Relations suffered another 
blow during Yemen's two- 
month civil war in 1994 when 
some Yemeni offidals in the 
capita] Sdhaa in the north 
accused Saudi Arabia of 
backing a foiled southern 
secessionist bid. 

Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh visited Saudi 
Arabia in June for reconcilia- 
tion talks with King Fahd 
aimed at restoring once-close 
ties. Before the Gulf crisis, 
Saudi Arabia was Yemen's 
main financial backer. 


Briton’s statements recall 


tour guide’s last moments 


LARNACA (AFP) — The 
'horrific details of Danish 
tour guide Louise Jensen's 
final moments were reveled 
in statements from three ac- 
cused British soldiers read 
out in court here Tuesday. 

Alan Ford, 27, Jeff Per- 
nell, 23, and Justin Fowler, 
27, deny charges of man- 
slaughter, abduction^ .and 
conspiracy to rape Jensen, 
•23, in September last year. 
~ -But they revealed the de- 
tails of Jensen's killing in 
conflicting statements given 
to police and read to the 
'court by Chief Inspector 
Cbaralambos Argirou. 

. Fowler, who blamed his 
co-accused for the killing, 
admitted all three tried to 
rape Jensen after the terrified 
23-year-old was violently 
stripped naked on a remote 
dirt road. 

“She was sitting on the 
edge of the car' crying and 


wiping blood from' her 
nose," wrote Fowler. 

He then .described how all 
three tried to rape her, and 
-that Ford' then hit her with a 
spade before dragging her 
away, helped by Pemell. 

He claimed they returned 
five minutes later saying they 
had buried the tour guide, 
whose body was found in a 
shallow grave two days later. 

Fowler admitted Jensen 
was not knocked from a 
motor bike earlier that even- 
ing ridden by her boyfriend 
before being bundled into 
their car. 

In the guilt-ridden confes- 
sion Fowler began: “Lord 
please forgive me for not 
giving the full truth sooner. 
This event is always on my 
mind and it's stopping me 
from sleeping and acting nor- 
mally.” 

(Continued on page 7) 



ISRAEL-FREE NABLUS: Some of 1,200 Palestinians sweep in to take control of 
Nablus, the largest town in the West Bank, early Tuesday after the Israeli army 
withdrew from the town 24 hours ahead of schedule (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Ancient Samaritans welcome 
arrival of Palestinian self-rule 


NABLUS (AFP) — The 
Samaritans, a tiny and 
ancient Hebrew people living 
perched on a hillside above 
this West Bank town, enthu- 
siastically welcomed the 
arrival Tuesday of Palestinian 
autonomy. 

“We are part of the Palesti- 
nian people, with the same 
education and lifestyle, de- 
spite our particularity,” said 
Peleg Altif, head of the 
Samaritans who claim to be 
direct descendants of one of 
the 12 tribes of Israel. 

The Samaritans were be- 
lieved to be among the 
Israelites who remained in 
Samaria after the Assyrian 
invasion and expulsion of 
most Jews to Babylonia in 
721 B.C. 

Today only 600 Samaritans' 
remain, speaking an ancient 
form of Hebrew among 
themselves and worshipping 
only according to the Pen- 
tateuch, the first five books 
of the Old Testament. 


Rather than dreaming of 
the Holy Gty of Jerusalem, 
the Samaritans have for cen- 
turies held onto their “sacred 
mountain,” Mount Gerizim, 
overlooking Nablus and its 
130,000 Palestinian residents. 

“We are not Jewish, we are 
authentic Hebrews,” declares 
Mr. Altif, seated comfortably 
in the well-appointed living 
room of his modern house, 
dominated by a giant satellite 
dish out front. 

Each Samaritan bears both 
a Hebraic and Arabic name. 
Peleg Altif is also known as 
Farouk A1 Samari. 

Mr. Peleg works as direc- 
tor of the Rafidiya hospital in 
Nablus and most of his fellow 
Samaritans are employed in 
various administrative offices 
around the town. 

Their prosperous village, 
Kiryat Luza, is a neat hamlet 
of paved streets and tidy 
stone houses surrounded by 
gardens. 

Three hundred people live 


in ■ Kiryat Luza, while the 
other 300 surviving Samar- 
itans live in Holon, near Tel 
Aviv, keeping vacation 
homes in Nablus. 

Their existence may be 
well-known through the Bib- 
lical parable of the good 
Samaritan, but the modem 
Samaritans say they have 
been fighting for their surviv- 
al and welcomed the arrival 
of Palestinian autonomy in 
Nablus. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority has agreed to re- 
serve one seat for the Samar- 
itans in the self-rule council 
due to be chosen in elections 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
on Jan. 20. 

“It's the first time we have 
been recognised by a govern- 
ment,” said Mr. Peleg, who 
has met with Palestinian lead- 
er Yasser Arafat to discuss 
the future of his community 
and is expected to be elected 
to the Palestinian legislature 
in next month's vote. 


Shells hit Kabul, kill three 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Three people, including two 
civilians, were killed and two 
others injured when Taliban 
militiamen launched an artil- 
lery attack on the besieged 
Afghan capital, witnesses and 
defence sources said. 

The two civilians were kil- 
led instantly when the first of 
a salvo of about five shells 
rained down on a city centre 
street at about 10 a.m., while 
a third man — an army offic- 
er — died in the same blast, 
witnesses said. 

The lower half of one of 
the dead civilians had been 
completely vapourised, leav- 
ing only a pool of blood and a 
smattering of body parts scat- 
tered on the road. 

Survivors nearby took cov- 
er in drains and against walls 
as the barrage lasting about 
15 minutes battered the vicin- 
ity of the presidential palace. 

“The shells came in as the 
poor people of the city were 


walking in the streets on their 
way to get provisions for the 
winter days,” said 
Humayoon, a security guard 
at the deserted Italian embas- 
sy near where the three 
pedestrians were killed. 

The other four shells fell in 
nearby areas of the war-tom 
capital, causing no reported 
casualties, although’ one 
struck the compound of the 
state radio and television sta- ( 
tion, hospital staff and offi- 
cials said. 

Nervous residents fled the 
blast scene, fearing that more 
shells could land. Two 
bloodied corpses lay barely 
three metres from the fresh 
shell crater scarring the road. 

“They were all killed by 
the first explosion while they 
were just walking to the 
shops. How does that 
threaten the Talibans?" 
asked Humayoon. shaking 
his head. 

“I don’t know how they 


can call themselves Islamic. 
These Talibans are just 
butchers,” said a passer-by. 

Taliban fighters, dug into 
hills skirting the southern 
suburbs of Kabul, have 
pledged to conquer the capit- 
al and overthrow President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

^ The radio and television 
"" complex is close to Rabbani’ s 
v* presidential palace, a past 
target for Taliban gunners. 

Taliban leaders could not 
be reached immediately for 
comment. In the past the 
militia has warned civilians to 
move away from what it calls 
military targets in Kabul. 

The Taliban, who emerged 
little more than a year ago, 
say they want to decree strict 
Islamic law throughout 
Afghanistan and sweep away 
Mr. Rabbani’s government, 
composed of what they term 
corrupt and power-hungry 
guerrilla factions. 


Clinton is upbeat over Syrian-Israeli peace track 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Detecting a “new atmos- 
phere" in the Middle East, 
President Bill Clinton will 
send Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher to Syria next 
week to seize a fresh oppor- 
tunity for a comprehensive 
settlement. 

Mr. Gin ton reviewed with 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres the latest develop- 
ments in the region on Mon- 
day, expressing the sombre 
belief that the assassination 
of Yitzhak Rabin may lend 
new impetus to the quest for 
a settlement because it de- 
monstrates so starkly Israel’s 
commitment to peace. 

_ : “Very frankly, sad as it is 
to say, I think the Syrian 
leader and the Syrian people 
now see the exceptional price 
that former Prime Minister 
Rabin and Prime Minister 
Peres have been willing to 
pay in their search for 
peace," the president said. “I 
flunk that is the fundamental 
new reality here. I don't 
think any of the details mat- 
■tcr nearly as much as that 
fundamental new reality.” 

- Mr. Ginton said Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
4iad agreed to the Christ- 
opher mission, which will 
seek ways to translate a new 
interest in peace into practic- 
al negotiating mechanisms. 
At- a news conference held 
jointly with Mr. Peres. Mr.. 
Clinton said be will convey to 
the Syrian leader “the essen- 
tial elements of my meeting” 
with Mr. Peres, and he para- 
phrased Mr. Peres as saying 
the “atmosphere is better 
than it was before." 

-^-A senior administration 
official said Mr. Clinton 


thinks the Rabin assassina- 
tion “has focused attention" 
by both sides in the Mideast 
conflict and has “heightened 
the sense on what is at stake. 
What we are now bearing 
from the Syrian side,” he 
said, “is that they are deter- 
mined to move ahead quick- 
ly.” 

The assassination, he 
added, "has reminded every- 
one of the stakes and made it 
veiy clear that people like 
Prime Minister Rabin were 
prepared to commit them- 
selves to an effort even if it 
meant exposing themselves 
personally, and I think that 
had an effect.” 

He said that “sense of 
urgency” had been lacking in 
previous discussions. “The 
essence of what we heard 
today,” he explained, “is that 
both sides are serious. The 
challenge that we face now is 
to see whether that general 
commitment becomes trans- 
latable into specific deci- 
sions.'' 

In Damascus, Mr. Christ- 
opher will be seeking "a bet- 
ter way to engage in very 
serious negotiations. We 
have to find a way to move 
from where we are to where 
we need to be.” 

m 

Until now, the official con- 
ceded, the process has not 
come up with a sustained 
“mechanism that would be a 
serious way of solving prob- 
lems- We had discussions," 
he explained, but had not* 
found a “more intensive, fac- 
tual way fo identifying prob- 
lems, of identifying points of 
convergence," of recognising 
area where “common lan- 
guage” could be applied to 


start solution, even in areas 
of disagreement. 

The official said Washing- 

- ton is hearing from both sides 
“a willingness to engage with 
greater energy. We, too, are 
prepared to engage with 
greater energy. What we feel 
now is (that) not noly is there 
a desire for peace but a diffe- 
rent kind of intensity that 
each side seems to be pre- 
pared to offer.” 

Calling it “too soon'’ to 
draw final judgments on 
these promising signs, he said' 
Mr. Christopher “will'have to 
get out there (in Damascus) 
and see how the general can 
be moved to the specific.” 

Hie official, citing Mr. 
Peres' well-known reputation 
as a strategic thinker, told 
reporters the prime minister 
had conveyed to Mr. Ginton 

— and thus to Mr. Assad — 
an enlarged view of how to 
approach peace with Syria 
and Lebanon, placing less 
stress on individual issues and 
more on creating a mechan- 
ism to resolve differences. He 
said that while it would be 
inappropriate to get into de- 
tails, Mr. Peres took “a very 
panoramic view of the prob- 
lem” and how to go about 
dealing with it. 

On the Israeli side, the- 
official detected “an effort 
now to see the totality of ail 
the issues... in a way that 
focuses on all the issues," not 
just hot-button topics like the 
Golan Heights. He said Mr. 
Peres prese-nted a 
“broadened and enlarged 
approach to how to think 
about the process.” 

The official said Mr. Gin- 
ton and Mr. Peres, in a pri- 


vate meeting, focussed on the 
Syrian track of the peace 
process, while during a plen- 
ary luncheon session the 
leaders and their aides discus- 
sed “where Israsel is in rela- 
tion to her Arab neigh- 
bours.” By pre-arrangement, 
Mr. Ginton left that session 
to take a telephone call from 
Mr. Assad in the residence 
portion of the White House. 

“They spoke for about 10 
or 12 minutes,” the official 
said, “and President Assad 
welcomed the president's 
assessment of what he had 
heard from Prime Minister 
Peres, agreed that Secretaiy 
Christopher should visit 
Damascus, and that he would 
join the president and the 
prime minisrer in re- 
committing himself to mov-* 
ing forward to reach an 
agreement on the Syrian 
track.” 

Although news accounts 
have speculated that a force 
of U.S. troops on the Golan 
Heights would monitor any 
agreement between Tel Aviv 
and Damascus, Mr. Clinton 
told a questioner neither side 
has formally made such re- 
quest. “We have not been 
asked,'’ he said. 

Asked if an agreement 
with Syria would lead to a 
formal defence treaty be- 
tween Washington and Tel 
Aviv. Mr. Clinton replied 
that the "security of Israel is 
terribly important to the Un- 
ited States. We have made an 
explicit policy commitment... 
to maintain the qualitative 
and technological edge that 
Israel needs to guarantee its 
security in an atmosphere 
that has been far more hostile 


than it is even today, and so I 
think you can be assured that 
the security of Israel is going 
to be one of the main pillars 
of America's defence com- 
mitments and one of the main 
things we’ll be concerned ab- 
out as we move through the 
peace process.” 

The president announced a 
new technological accord 
with Tel Aviv, the use of 
unmanned space vehicles and 
the U.S. space shuttle to con- 
duct space-based experi- 
ments in “sustainable water 
use and environmental pro- 
tection." Since some of the 
programmes will involve the 
planned international space 
station, Mr. Ginton said the 
United States would train 
Israeli astronauts to partici- 
pate in the project. Both 
countries, he said, will be- 
nefit from the technological 
results of their cooperation 
and of the programmes. 

The official said Mr. Peres 
had been discussing technolo- 
questions with Vice Prese- 
nt A1 Gore on water re-’ 
sources and hydrogeology. 
“What we agreed to do," the 
official explained, “is to orga- 
nise efforts by U.S. and 
Israeli scientists" on experi- 
ments conducted from space. 

Mr. Clinton told a ques- 
tioner he has no present plans 
to visit Palestine territory but 
said he “expects to go back to 
the Middle East at an 
appropriate time,” perhaps 
connected with “another adv- 
ance in the cause of peace." 
He said he expects the 
Palestinian elections to go 
forward in a manner interna- * 
tional observers will regard as 
legitimate. 


Egypt invites Hamas 
to dialogue with PNA 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Egypt has invited the Palesti* 
nian militant movement 
Hamas for reconciliation 
talks with the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA I in 
Cairo, due to open on Satur- 
day, the movement said. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement. Hamas, in a 
statement received here, said 
Tuesday that Egypt's repre- 
sentative in the autonomous 
Gaza Strip, Mahmoud 
Karim, delivered the invita- 
tion. 

The statement also said 
that Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat, who heads the 
PNA, had promised to re- 
lease Sayyed Abu Messmeh, 
a leading Hamas official. 

But Mr. Arafat on Tuesday 
declined to confirm such a 
release, telling journalists, 
"We will see." 

Before the invitation, 
which was a condition for 
Hamas to attend the Cairo 
dialogue, the movement's 
spokesman Ibrahim Ghosheh 
said in Amman no date had 
been fixed. 

The two sides said Monday 
in Gaza City after Mr. Arafat 
met two Hamas delegates, 
Mahmoud Zahar and 
Mohammad Shamaa, that the' 
talks would be held on Satur- 
day. 

“A Hamas delegation will 
travel Wednesday to Cairo 
and then on to Khartoum to 
meet members of Hamas 
abroad, before returning to 
Cairo to meet members of 
the Palestinian Authority,” 
Dr. Zahar told journalists. 

Mr. Ghosheh said Mr. 


Arafat “had sought to launch 
the dialogue, but Hamas 
maintained that it would not 
go to Cairo without receiving 
a commitment to adhere to 
the dialogue mechanisms." 

“The mechanism, a formal 
Egyptian invitation and the 
date are complementary and 
so far we had not received an 
answer. When we do we will 
set the date." 

In Cairo, Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa toid journalists 
that Hamas did not “need an 
official invitation to come to 
Egypt" to take part in the 
talks on Saturday. 

Mr. Arafat has launched 
moves to try to persuade 
Hamas to join in the first 
Palestinian elections on Jan. 
20. but so far the group has 
repeatedly said it will boycott 
the poll. 

Mr. Ghosheh also declared 
as invalid “any declarations 
from parties claiming to have 
ties with Hamas." adding 
they were just part of the 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
“even though they hide be- 
hind the Islamic banner-'' 

* 

The Islamic National 
Salvation Party, which in- 
cludes former members of 
the militant group, has de- 
clared it would officially reg- 
ister in the next few weeks for 
the elections. 

But Mr. Ghosheh said: 
"We tell those party mem- 
bers they will go to the ballots 
alone. They only represent 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority. 

"All Hamas officials ada- 
mantly reject taking pan in 
the elections.” 


Britain keeps options 
open in row with Libya 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Britain said on Tuesday it 
was keeping its options open 
on whether to react to 
Libya's derision to order a 
British diplomat to quit the 
country in a tit-for-tat expul- 
sion. 

“The expulsion of the head 
of our interests section in 
Tripoli was completely unjus- 
tified.” a British Foreign 
Office spokesman said. 

“We are keeping our op- 
tions open for further ac- 
tion." 

Libya's move was 
announced on Monday, just 
hours after Britain ordered 
Khalifa Ahmad Bazelya to 
leave Britain for "activities 
incompatible with his di- 
plomatic status," — a di- 
plomatic euphemism for 
spying. 

Mr. Bazelya heads the 
three-man Libyan interests 
section at London's Saudi 
Arabian embassy, which has 
represented Tripoli since Bri- 
tain broke off diplomatic re- 
lations with Libya in 1984. 

Saudi Ambassador Ghazi 
Algosaibi was summoned to 
the Foreign Office on Mon- 
day morning and told of the 
expulsion. 

An official said Mr. 
Bazelya had been given until 
Dec. 25 to leave the country 
because of his involvement 
with the “intimidation and 


surveillance" of Libyan dissi- 
dents in Britain. 

David Hawkes. head of the 
British interests section 
housed by the Italian embas- 
sy in Tripoli, has also been 
ordered to leave the country 
by Dec. 25. a Tripoli-based 
diplomat told Reuters by 
telephone on Tuesday. 

Britain broke off diploma- 
tic relations with Libya after 
the killing of policewoman 
Yvonne Fletcher in April 
1984. 

Fletcher, on duty in central 
London during a demonstra- 
tion by Libyan students 
opposed to Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi, was kil- 
led by a burst of gunfire 
apparently directed from an 
embassy window. Eleven stu- 
dents were wounded. 

In London, the Foreign 
Office said of Libya's de- 
mand: “This is a completely 
unjustified action." 

Tripoli summoned Agosti- 
no Mathis, the Italian ambas- 
sador, whose country looks 
after British interests in 
Libya, and told him of the 
decision. 

“The Italian ambassador 
was informed that David 
Hawkes, head of the British 
interests section, had been 
declared persona non grata 
for carrying out activities in- 

< Continued on page 7) 


Egypt deports Kaddoumfs 
uncle to Libya border camp 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt 
has expelled to the Libyan 
border the 75-year-old uncle 
of Palestinian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Kaddoumi. a 
U.N. official said on Tues- 
day. 

The man, Rassem Helmi 
Mohammad Kaddoumi, who 
.fought in the Egyptian army 
in 1948 and had lived in 
Egypt as a tailor for 30 to 40 
years, is now among about 
180 Palestinians stranded in a 
tented encampment on the 
Libyan side of the Egyptian 
border. 

"He had failed to renew his 
residence documents. First 
they put him in prison and 
then they expelled him to 
Libya about two weeks ago." 
said the official, who asked 
not to be named. 

Mr. Kaddoumi's unde is 
one of a handful of Palesti- 
nians who came to the camp 
from the Egyptian side. The 
vast majority tried to leave 
Libya during a Libyan cam- 
paign to expel them and then 
refused to go back when the 
Libyans relented. 

The U.N. official said con- 
ditions at the camp were poor 
and the Libyans stopped pro- 
viding food afteT Libyan lead- 
er Muammar Qadhafi 
announced in October that 
he would let Palestinians stay- 
in the country for at least 
another three months. 

The U.N. High,. Commis- 
sioner for Refugees has since 
provided them with tinned 
Food, their only source of 
sustenance. 

The 180 Palestinians have a 
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mixture of travel documents 
— Egyptian. Syrian. Jorda- 
nian or Libyan — but some of 
them have expired and the 
Egyptians have refused to let 
them through. 

They have closed the road 
across the border with barri- 
cades almost every day this 
month to press their demand 
for permission to go to Gaza, 
the West Bank or to Arab 
countries. 

"They threatened to close 
the border for an hour extra 
every day and by Dec. 5 they 
had reached eight hours. 
They had planned to dose it 
totally last Saturday but it 
didn't happen, possibly be- 
cause they were frightened,” 
the official said. 

"They have only 20 tents 
or so and it's very cold and 
there's wind because the 
camp:s in a high place,” the 
official added. 

Rassem Kaddoumi fought 
alongside Egyptian troops in 
the 1948 war against Israel 
and had an Egyptian permit 
“which ran out during the 
Gulf conflict (1990-91 ), but at 
the time security services did 
not renew such documents.” 

Three other Palestinians 
with expired documents were 
expelled with Mr. Kaddoumi. 
officials said. The official said 
they did no* know why Cairo 
chose to deport them to 
Libya. 

Colonel Qadhafi has 
vowed to resume the expul- 
sion campaign to force the 
Palestinians back into the 
self-rule areas of Gaza and 
the West Bank. ' 



Charles to make 

debut on Internet 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Prince Charles is to make 
his debut on the Internet 
with a speech to business 
leaders. The heir lo the 
throne takes to the informa- 
tion superhighway Tues- 
day, the fifth anniversary of 
his Business Leaders 
Forum which brings top 
executives together from 
around the world. A 
spokesman for the forum, 
which is putting his speech 
out worldwide, said: ‘it is a 
way of getting the same 
message across to school- 
children gathered round the 
computer in an li> . vil- 
lage and to a boardroom in 
New York.” 


Chinese jet taxies 
into trouble at 
Manila Airport 

MANILA (R1 — A China 
Airlines Jumbo Jet that 
damaged an engine when it 
hit a truck after landing in 
Manila Monday had even 
worse luck when it tried to 
take off Tuesday. The 
Boeing 747 swerved off the 
runway and got bogged 
down in mud. forcing the 
airport's closure to all 747 
flights for two or three days 
until the marooned Jumbo 
can be dislodged, airport 
officials told reporters. The 
only airport runway still 
open is not long enough to 
take Jumbo Jets, they said 
“Definitely, the runway is 
closed It will take two to 
three days before we can 
put the runway in normal 
operation ” aviation safety 
chief Satumi no De La Cruz 
told Reuters. Air 
Transportation Office 
Director General Panfilo 
Villaruel said the China 
Airlines jet swerved to the 
right just before take-off 
and ran off the runway, 
damaging its nose wheels. 
It was supposed to fly to 
Taipei for repairs after it hit 
the truck. The truck had 
also got stuck in mud next 
to the runway. The only 
people aboard were the 
pilot, an engineer and a 
flight officer. None of them 
was hurt. None of the 323 
passengers and _ crew on 
Monday's flight" was hurt 
either. De La Cruz said the 
crewmembers would be 
questioned. Manila has 
been the site of several 
bizarre accidents, including 
a collision between a pri- 
vate plane and car last 
October and a plane killing 
a man on the runway. 

Minister, wife not 
guilty in child-sex 
case 

WATERVILLE, 
Washington (R) — In a 
sexual abuse case that 
turned a media spotlight on 
a quiet northwestern apple- 
growing town, a jury 
Monday found a Pente- 
coMal minister and bis wife 
not guilt*, of child sexual 
abuse. The Douglas 
County Superior Couii jury- 
found unordained Pastor 
Robert Roberson and his 
wife. Connie, not guilty on 
all 14 charges of child sex- 
ual- abuse and molestation. 
The Robersons were cen- 
tral figures in a two-year 
investigation of child sexu- 
al abuse in the central 

Washington town of 
Wenatchee and the sur- 
rounding area, about 40 
kilometres from the 
Waterville courthouse, 
which is known for 
Washington state apples. 
They were charged with 
raping and molesting 
minors including their own 
5-year-old daughter at 
home and at the East 
Wenatchee Pentecostal 
Church Of God where 
Robert “Roby" Roberson 
was pastor. More than 40 
adults have been charged 
and 28 are in prison as a 
result of an investigation 
led by Wenatchee Police 
Detective Robert Perez, 
who has been criticised for 
his methods, including a 
strong reliance on state- 
ments of his own 11-year- 
old foster daughter, who 
said she had been sexually 
abused. 





